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“Anyone who prefers father or mother to me...” 

IF YOU TAKE an interest in politics you will be familiar with the phenomenon of hyperbole. Put simply,        

hyperbole is the making of exaggerated statements in order to make a point, rather than to be taken literally. 

Politicians often use it with the added intention of deception, seeking to justify their policy stance or cover up 

occasions when such policies have failed. Election campaigns are rife with hyperbole from both sides of the 

political fence and it usually doesn’t take much research to uncover the deception that is intended! 

It may surprise you to learn that Jesus was a skilled practitioner of hyperbole. In fact, it was a very common 

feature of communication amongst the people of his time in his part of the world. We see Jesus use it         

famously in his Sermon on the Mount when he implores people who have sinned with their hand to cut it off 

(“…better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell.” Mt 5:30). He uses the 

same principle for those who sin with their eyes too. Of course, Jesus is not asking us to maim ourselves, no 

matter how sinful we might be. He is imploring his listeners to take sin seriously. If we took those words of  

Jesus literally I wonder how many of us at Mass today (priest included!) would be bodily intact! Jesus uses 

hyperbole, deliberate exaggeration, to make a point.  

And this is what we encounter today in our Gospel passage. Jesus appears to make an unreasonable        

demand of us in our relations with those closest to us: “Anyone who prefers father or mother to me is not   

worthy of me. Anyone who prefers son or daughter to me is not worthy of me.” Having said that, Matthew’s      

version pales in comparison to Luke’s in which Jesus calls on those who would be his disciples to hate        

immediate family and even life itself (Luke 14:26). Such language is certainly not characteristic of Jesus and 

so we know that a rhetorical technique is being used here by Jesus to emphasise a key teaching point. 

And what is that point? Simply this: that being a disciple of Jesus is neither a part-time pursuit nor one which 

can be undertaken half-heartedly. In fact, the two sentences which follow on immediately from those quoted 

above are essentially saying the same thing: an assessment needs to be made about where our priorities lie. 

Whilst it is unlikely (though by no means unimaginable) that we will ever need to choose between those    

people closest to us and God, it is worthwhile to ask ourselves whether, if the choice had to be made, we 

would in fact choose God. 

Surely the best way we can maximise the chance of making the right choice is to 

live in such a manner that we are constantly reflecting on the presence of God in 

all our daily words and actions, no matter how mundane and commonplace they 

are. After all, if we only recognise God on “special” occasions, as a peripheral 

presence in our life, then the likelihood of making a choice for God is slim - we 

would see God as being less significant and “real” than those we associate with 

each day, not a God with whom we have a meaningful and loving relationship. 

Let us seek to make God a very real part of each day we are and understand 

God as intimately connected with our day-to-day existence and those we love 

and with whom we share it. 

Wishing you a blessed week ahead, 

Fr Robert 

Saturday 01 July 

Saturday of Ordinary Time 12 
5:00pm 

Mass: Frank & Marie Wilson 
           and pro populo            

Sunday 02 July 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
NO MASS  

Monday 03 July 

St Thomas, Apostle 
NO MASS  

Tuesday 04 July 

Tuesday of Ordinary Time 13 
6:30pm Mass: Mary Murphy 

Wednesday 05 July 

Wednesday of Ordinary Time 13 
9:30am Mass: Pat Curran 

Thursday 06 July 

Thursday of Ordinary Time 13 
9:30am Mass: Michael Kane 

Friday 07 July 

Friday of Ordinary Time 13 
7:00am Mass: Private Intention 

Saturday 08 July 

Saturday of Ordinary Time 13 
5:00pm 

Mass:  Pat Openshaw 
           and pro populo 

The week ahead... 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 01 July 

Eucharistic Ministers  

Teresa & Malcolm Wass 

Andrew Aberdeen 
 

Readers   

Pat Middleton 

Claire Lavery 
 

Children’s Liturgy  

Maria Griffiths 

Helen Riddles 
 

Welcomers 

Angela Harmston 

Christine Tracey 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 08 July 

Eucharistic Ministers 

John & Irene Carey 

Kevin Boyle 
 

Readers  

Angela Harmston 

Maria Griffiths 
 

Children’s Liturgy  

Maria Griffiths 

Carol Bainbridge 
 

Welcomers 

Pat Middleton 

Mary Kitching 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION  
 

Gift Aid: £232        Loose Plate: £228 

Total: £460 
 

Mass Attendance: 168 
 

DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE 

CHARITY NUMBER 1143450 

Please remember in your prayers people who 
are sick and housebound in the parish…. 

Teresa Parkin, Doreen Carroll, Dorothy 

Dowdle, Margaret Pouton, Pat Harrison, 

Olwyn Morris, Imelda Graham, Jim     

Patterson, Linda Carter, 

Tom Taylorson, Sylvia 

Kelly, Marie Carey, Mary 

Spears, Rose Crick and 

Maureen McCrann. 

Special Collections  
This weekend we will take up a retiring collection for the 

Lay Training Fund. This fund assists with all  areas of 
adult education and formation which are not normally 

provided as part of parish life. Last weekend we raised 
£139.50 for the Day For Life. Next weekend we will take 

up a retiring collection for The Apostleship of the Sea. 

This will be our last special collection for a few weeks. As 
always, thank you for your generosity! 

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it emailed to you, 
please contact the parish via phone or email. Contact details are on the front 
of the bulletin. 
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SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St Elizabeth of Portugal - 04 July 

Born in 1271, Elizabeth was the daughter of King Peter III of Aragón and was named after her great-aunt, St Elizabeth 
of Hungary. She was married to King Denis of Portugal, by whom she had two children. She set 
up   hospitals, orphanages, and other institutions, patiently endured her husband’s infidelities and 
provided for the education of his children born out of wedlock, and acted as peacemaker in the 

quarrelsome and complicated politics of the time. 

On her husband’s death in 1325 she retired from public affairs and devote herself to prayer and 
the service of the poor. She worked to bring about peace between her son, King Alfonso IV of 
Portugal, and the king of Castile. She succeeded but the effort was too much for her and she died 

in 1336. 

Throughout her life she was faithful and regular in prayer, and daily recited the Liturgy of the 
Hours.  
          (Information taken from Universalis) 

DON’T FORGET….that after Mass this weekend we will be gathering in the school hall for our monthly fellowship, 
a time simply to get to know each other better over some drinks and snacks. Look forward to seeing you there!  

DID YOU KNOW…? 

...that the Parish Partnership of which we are a 

member is named Finchale after the residence 

of St Godric? 

Godric was born around 1065 in Walpole, Norfolk. 
Reginald of Durham, a biographer, states that Godric 
spent time as a pedlar, sailor and entrepreneur. He went 
to Lindisfarne at one point and this moved him to    
devote his life to the Christian faith and service of 
God. He undertook some pilgrimages around the   
Mediterranean, including Jerusalem, and then spent the 
last sixty years of his life as a hermit at Finchale, being 
visited, it is said by Thomas Becket and having advice 
sought of him by Pope Alexander III. He died in 1170.  

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK” 

"Your soul is who you are in God and who God is 
in you. You can never really lose your soul; you 
can only fail to realise it, which is indeed the 
greatest of losses: to have it but not have it 
(Matthew 16:26). Your essence, your exact 
“thisness”, will never appear again in another    
incarnation. As Oscar Wilde said, ‘Be yourself: 
everyone else is already taken.’” 

Fr Richard Rohr OFM 
(b. 1943) 
From Immortal Diamond (2013) 

 

What’s going on…? 
Fr Brian - Thank You Letter: On the noticeboard in the porch you will 
find a thank you letter from Fr Brian in connection with his recent   
Golden Jubilee celebration. 
 

Miners’ Gala: This year's Miners' Gala in Durham is on Saturday 08 
July. If you are going into Durham for the Gala, please do call in at St. 
Cuthbert's. The church will be open for visitors and there will be tea, 
coffee, bacon butties and cakes, raising money for charity. 
 

Finchale Partnership: Event at Ushaw College: The nine parishes of 
the Finchale Partnership are holding our first partnership event at  
Ushaw on Sunday 23rd July. It is a chance for us to get to know each 
other and to pray together. The afternoon will start at 2:00pm and you 
are invited to bring a picnic, to join in games and activities for families, 
and to enjoy the grounds and the buildings at Ushaw.  There will be the 
chance to see several exhibitions in the college, including Secret Faith, 
a new exhibition of artefacts made by Catholics during the 16th-19th 
centuries, which could be concealed as Catholicism was illegal.  You 
can also join a guided tour (£5.00 per person) at 3:30pm, but please 
sign up on the sheet at the back of church, as there are limited places 
on the tours. The afternoon will conclude with Vespers (Evening    
Prayer) in St. Cuthbert’s Chapel at 5:00pm. Don’t miss out on the fun! 
 

Survey for Synod on Youth: In October 2018, the Synod of Bishops 
will gather in Rome to consider ‘Young People, Faith, and Vocational 
Discernment.’ In preparation for this, the Bishops of England and 
Wales would like to hear from young people and from those who are 
regularly in contact with them. If aged 13-29, please take part in the 
Mega Youth poll https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/parish-youth-poll. 

Parents, teachers, catechists, youth leaders please participate in the 
poll at https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/cymfed-yourview. 
 

“Come to me all you who labour….”: A Day of Recollection with Sr 
Rosarie Spence. Jesus invites each of us to step aside and leave  
ourselves in his hands. The day enables you to experience different 
ways of praying and gives you time for quiet personal prayer. Saturday 
8 July 2017, 10:00am – 3:00pm at St Joseph’s Parish Hall, Gateshead, 
NE81LX. No charge. Please bring a packed lunch. Booking is        
essential. If you would like to attend you can book online at http://
adultformationhn.eventbrite.com or contact us 
at adult.formation@diocesehn.org.uk . Ph. (0191) 243 3313. 
 

Ordination: Please pray for Peter Stoddart who will be ordained to the 
priesthood at St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle, on Saturday, 22 July at 
11:00am.  
 

St Catherine’s Church, New Brancepeth: An invitation to join the 
locals for “Songs of Praise” on Sunday, 02 July at 6:00pm.            
Refreshments afterwards. 
 

Garden Party: Hosted by Julie and Robert for “Global Care” on 
Wednesday, 05 July, 10:00am - 2:00pm at Humbersledge Bungalow, 
Browney Lane. Free admission. All welcome. 
 

Strawberry Tea: Hosted by Liz and David at 2 West View, New    
Brancepeth on Sunday, 09 July, 3:00pm - 5:00pm. 10% of donations to 
local charities and St Catherine’s. All welcome. 

 
 
 
 

Leavers' Mass 
All our Year 6 pupils attended a Mass at St. Godric's 
Church in Durham City, organised by St. Leonard's 
staff.  This was to celebrate their primary school years, 
before they leave us at the end of this term.  We were 
joined by all the other primary schools that feed into  
St. Leonard's.  
 
SS Peter and Paul 
The whole school attended Mass on Thursday, to      
celebrate the feast of SS Peter and Paul.  Thank you to 
Father Robert for leading us in the celebration and to 
our parishioners for making the children feel so       
welcome. 
 
Forthcoming Events 
Everyone is welcome to join us for these events and 
celebrations:- 
 

Monday 3rd July – Annual Sports’ Day, starting at 
1:30 p.m. Refreshments will be on sale. 
 

Thursday 6th July – Class 1 will attend Mass in St. 
Patrick’s Church at 9:30am.  This will be followed by a 
Penitential Service. 
 

Wednesday 19th July – Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly, in 
school at 2:30pm. 
 

Thursday 20th July – End of 
Year Mass, in St. Patrick’s 
Church at 9:30am. 
 
Statement to Live By 
This week’s statement was ‘I 
know we are the same, but 
different.’ 

SCHOOL NEWS 

CONGRATULATIONS… 

To Helen and Craig MUSHAM on the recent 

birth of their beautiful daughter Isabella (Ella)  

June recently. We wish Ella and her parents 

and extended family all the very best and pray 

for them as they rejoice in this precious gift of 

new life. 

 

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~ 

Pope’s Mission Statement for July: “That through our 

prayer and witness to the Gospel, our brothers and sisters 

who have distanced themselves from the faith may          

rediscover the merciful closeness of the Lord and the beauty 

of the Christian life.” 

Annual Day Retreat: A quiet day retreat for all Christians 

in DH7 will take place at Minsteracres on Saturday, 29 

July. Please bring a packed lunch. Tea and coffee provided. 

There will be a charge for the day. 

Prayer Group: Will meet the third Tuesday of each month 

9:30am - 10:00am in St John’s Church, Meadowfield.  

Next meeting is on 18 July. 

Bible Study: Meet each Friday at 2:00pm in St Andrew’s 

Church, Brandon. Tea and coffee beforehand. 
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