The week ahead...
Saturday 02 December
Saturday of Ordinary Time 34

5:00pm

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

Sunday 03 December
First Sunday of Advent

NO MASS

Monday 04 December
Monday of Advent 1

NO MASS

Tuesday 05 December
Tuesday of Advent 1

6:30pm

Wednesday 06 December
Wednesday of Advent 1

9:30am

Mass: Pat Curran

Thursday 07 December
St Ambrose, Bishop, Doctor

9:30am

Mass: Vera Howarth

Friday 08 December
Immaculate Conception of the BVM

7:00am

Mass: Jim & Jenny Middleton

Saturday 09 December
Saturday of Advent 1

5:00pm

Mass: “A much-loved mother”
and pro populo

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ
Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School
Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (0191) 526 5131

First Sunday of Advent

03 December, 2017

Mass: Anne Keenan

“...you never know when the time will come.”

MINISTRIES

MINISTRIES

Saturday 02 December

Saturday 09 December

Eucharistic Ministers
Jane Smith, Helen Musham
Wilf Lavery

Eucharistic Ministers
Pauline & Ambrose Burnside
Judith Bulmer

Readers
Judith Bulmer
Marie Paily

Readers
Angela Tosley
Ann Canavan

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Michelle Dennis

Children’s Liturgy
Anne Davie
Angela Harmston

Welcomers
Paul & Anne Kelly

Welcomers
Angela Harmston
Christine Tracey

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it emailed to you,
please contact the parish via phone or email. Contact details are on the front
of the bulletin.

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….
Arthur CROOKS
Joan MORAN
Robert KIRKPATRICK
Ann PENFOLD
John CAVANAGH
John TUNNEY

Please remember in your prayers people who
are sick and housebound in the parish….

Margaret Pouton, Pat Harrison,

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION
Gift Aid: £209

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

Mass: Arthur Crooks,
Joan Moran
and pro populo

Loose Plate: £217

TOTAL: £426
Mass Attendance: 138
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

Olwyn Morris, Jim Patterson,
Linda Carter, Tom Taylorson,
Sylvia Kelly,

Mary Spears,
Rose Crick,
Maureen McCrann
and Doreen Carroll

LAST SUNDAY we commenced the final week of the Church year and, quite appropriately, we heard from the final
part of Matthew’s Gospel, some of the last words of Jesus before the beginning of his Passion. This Sunday, being
the first of the new Church year, we might reasonably expect our Gospel to be taken from the beginning of the
Gospel of Mark (which will form the principal focus in 2018), but in fact we jump right to chapter thirteen, just three
chapters from the end of the Gospel of Mark. Again, we are confronted with the final words of Jesus before his
Passion.
Why? Simply because the words we need to hear at the commencement of Advent are found in this part of the
Gospel. And what are the words we need to hear? “Stay awake, because you never know when the time will
come.” These words are in the context of Jesus speaking to his disciples about the end of the world. He
emphasises the need for them to take their role seriously, hence urging them to stay alert.
As always, Jesus’ words to his disciples are also words he speaks directly to us. We too are commanded to stay
awake and always be alert. What for? For the appearance of Jesus, but not just at the end of time. We are called
to be aware of his presence at all times. If we are focused only on watching for the appearance of Jesus at the end
of time, we risk missing his presence amongst us here and now.
Our new Church year coincides with preparation for Christmas, the feast of the Nativity of Jesus Christ. Because
we are a people who have the good fortune to be born many centuries after the birth, death and resurrection of
Jesus, we need not look for his First Coming into the world as a baby in Bethlehem. This is already history. If, on
the other hand, we spend a great deal of time focusing on his coming at the end of time, we miss out here and now
all that God offers us by way of encouragement and joy in preparation for the “Final Coming”.
It has been said that we are called to live in the world but be not of the world. In other words, we need, like anyone,
to go about our daily tasks, working, raising children, eating, drinking, cleaning and undertaking the mundane tasks
that make up the majority of our life. Yet we are called to do this in the spirit of preparing for what is to come, the
return of Jesus. This will help ensure that all that we do, mundane or otherwise, will be undertaken in a truly
Christian manner and we need not be unduly focused on the return of
Jesus. Indeed, living in the here and now in such a manner means
that the return of Jesus will be a joyful event, not something to look to
constantly with “fear and trembling”.
As we begin the new Church year with this season of Advent, let us
embrace the opportunity to get the focus right, embracing the
presence of Jesus here and now with one eye on the wonderful
future which, with God’s grace, awaits us.
Wishing you a blessed week ahead,
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
Advent: Be Prepared! As always there are opportunities to make
Advent a truly meaningful season. One opportunity which is on offer
here in the parish is on Friday afternoons, (see page opposite). If you
are not able to make this, why not consult the diocesan website for the
Advent: Be Prepared! resources which you can utilise at your leisure.
Go to the diocesan homepage to download at www.rcdhn.org.uk.
“Walk With Me” Advent Reflection Booklets: At the rear of the
church you will find copies of the “Walk With Me” booklets to help
nourish your Advent journey with a short reflection for each day of
Advent. £1.00 each.
Christmas Party: Just a week away, don’t forget to sign up for the
Social Club’s Christmas Party on Saturday, 09 December at the
Royal British Legion, commencing at 12:30pm. Sign-up sheet is at
the back of the church. Raffle tickets also on sale.

Gathering after Mass: Don’t forget that after Mass this weekend we
will be gathering in the school hall for our monthly fellowship.

Christmas, which will then be placed on the tree. Monies raised will go
towards some gifts that the children at our school will distribute to the
residents of Brandon Lodge, Rushyfield and The Orchards as well as
to our parishioners who are housebound.
Catholic Youth: Last weekend we took up a retiring collection for
Catholic Youth and reached a total of £203.50. Thank you for your
generous support. There are still some gift aid envelopes at the back of
the church in case you were not able to contribute last weekend. Our
next collection will be for Advent Alms.
Christmas Flowers: A plate will be at the back of the church for
donations towards the Christmas altar flowers. All donations, however
small, will be appreciated. Thank you!
Missio APF/Mill Hill: Sponsors will collect Red Box and Brown
Envelope quarterly contributions during the first two weeks of
December. Please see the noticeboard for the news of the Christmas
Appeal.

Thank You: Lucy McGoay and family would like to thank all
parishioners for their kindness, prayers, cards and Masses offered
during their recent bereavement. Bernard was a much loved son.

Vacancy: The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following
vacancy: Refugee Project Worker, Newcastle upon Tyne - 18 hours
per week. Closing date: 06 December. For further information and
Parish Pastoral Council meeting: This Wednesday at 7:00pm in the details of how to apply, please visit our website www.rcdhn.org.uk or
presbytery. If you have an issue you wish raised, please see one of the contact us 0191 243 3301, email human.resources@diocesehn.org.uk.
parish representatives or Fr Robert.
Advent service for the Finchale Partnership: Our Advent service will
Christmas Tree Baubles: This year baubles for the Christmas tree on be based on the theme of the Jesse tree, and every church in the
partnership will be preparing some of the leaves for the tree during the
the sanctuary will be sold for £1 each at the back of the church.
Attached to each bauble is a tag on write you can write the name of a first weeks of Advent. We will bring all the leaves together at a service
deceased loved one, or someone who you simply want to remember at on Sunday 17 December at 4.00pm, at St. Cuthbert's, Durham.

SCHOOL NEWS
Statement to Live By
Our statement this week was, ‘Simple things can make us
happy.’ After sharing the gospel of Matthew 6:25-24 ‘Do
not worry’, we reflected on the importance of being
positive, forgiving, sociable and grateful.
First Sacraments
Children preparing to receive the sacrament of First
Reconciliation join us in Mass this evening. They receive
this sacrament for the first time next week, before the
Mass on Tuesday evening. Please keep Cassidy,
Christina, Harris, Imogen, Jim, Sara in your prayers.
‘Be a goodie and wear a hoodie’
Pupils were invited to wear a hoodie/sweatshirt and
non-uniform on Friday, in order to raise funds for our
Youth Ministry Team. All monies raised will be handed
over to the team, during a Mass at St. Mary's Cathedral,
later in the school year. This was in recognition of Youth
Friday.
Poppy Appeal
Monies raised in school amounted to £240.13. These
funds have now been collected by the British Legion and
will be used to help
veterans and Service personnel that need support.
Advent Wreath
Our children will be involved in the Advent readings and
the lighting of the wreath at Mass this evening. Aimee
and Emily will read the reflections and Ketila will light the
first candle.
Advent Books and Calendars
Thank you to the parish for the gifts of Advent calendars
and books. These valuable and child-friendly resources
really help our children prepare for Christmas, during the
Advent season.

Admissions Policy
Consultation on Admission Arrangements for St.
Patrick's RCVA Primary School, Langley
Moor, 2019/20
Where changes to admission arrangements are intended,
all schools are required to consult before these are
determined and published.
The policy for consultation for 2019-20 is available on the
noticeboard at the back of church and on our website
at www.stpatrickslangleymoor.org.uk. The consultation
will run from Monday 4 December 2017 – Monday 22
January 2018. A consultation response form is available
by request from the school. The governing body will
consider all comments received before they determine
the arrangements for 2019-20.
Forthcoming Diary Dates
Sunday, 03 December @ 4:30pm
Lighting of Christmas Tree opposite Lidl in Langley Moor
Tuesday 05 December @ 5:45pm
Children preparing for First Eucharist to receive the
sacrament of Reconciliation
Wednesday 06 December @ 2:30pm
Classes 3 & 4 - Liturgy in the school hall
Thursday 07 December @ 9:30am
Class 1 - Mass in church followed by a
penitential service
Friday 22 December @ 2:30pm
Carols by Candlelight in school hall
All are welcome to all events!

SAINT OF THE WEEK
St John Damascene - 04 December
John was born of a Christian family in Damascus in the second half of the seventh century, where his
father was a high official. When the Iconoclast movement (seeking to prohibit the veneration of icons)
gained acceptance in the Byzantine court, John, being under Muslim rather than Byzantine rule, was
able to write effective treatises attacking Iconoclasm and attacking the emperor for supporting it.
At about this time he retired to the monastery of Saint Sabas near Jerusalem, where he became a
monk and was ordained. He died in the middle of the eighth century.
He wrote many theological treatises in a dangerously clear and accessible style which made the issues
understandable even by non-experts. Sometimes known as “the last of the Church Fathers,” he was
declared a Doctor of the Church by Pope Leo XIII in 1883.
(Information taken from Universalis)

Pope Francis' Mission Statement
for December
That the elderly, sustained by families and
Christian communities, may apply their
wisdom and experience to spreading the faith
and forming new generations.
“From the beginning, Jesus
wants his Church on the move,
a Church that goes out into the
world.”

DID YOU KNOW…?
...that the Advent wreath is full of
symbolism which helps us prepare for the
great Feast of the Nativity, Christmas?
The Advent Wreath is a circle with no beginning
or end, showing the beauty of God’s creation
and God’s never-ending love and care for all of
us. It is evergreen, recalling that
our faith, our hope and our love
are always alive when they
spring from God and his Son.

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

BIBLE STUDIES
The Churches Together prayer group will meet on
the Tuesday of every third week in the winter
months in St Patrick's Presbytery, 9:30am to
10:00am. Next meeting: 19 December.
Also, it is St Patrick’s turn to host
the Advent Course. It will run for
four Fridays from 2:00 - 4:00pm.
The next meeting is this Friday,
01 December. All welcome!

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
“Christ founded the Church so that he himself could
go on being present in the history of humanity
precisely through the group of Christians who make
up his Church. The Church is the flesh in which Christ
makes present down the ages his own life and his
personal mission….Her mission will be authentic
only so long as it is the mission of Jesus in the new
situations, the new circumstances, of
history.”
Blessed Oscar Romero (1917-1980)
Archbishop of San Salvador and Martyr

CONGRATULATIONS… to the family of Simon Pavol NAD on the occasion of his baptism here at
St Patrick’s last Saturday morning. Please keep Simon and his family in your prayers as we live out our
commitment to support this new member of our parish family!

