The week ahead...
Saturday 03 March
Vigil Mass for Third Sunday of Lent

5:00pm

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

Mass: Vida Ramm
and pro populo

NO MASS

Monday 05 March
Monday of Lent 3

NO MASS

Tuesday 06 March
Tuesday of Lent 3

6:30pm

Mass: Vida Ramm

Wednesday 07 March
Wednesday of Lent 3

9:30am

Mass: McGough & Duffy families

Thursday 08 March
Thursday of Lent 3

9:30am

Mass: Vida Ramm

Friday 09 March
Friday of Lent 3

7:00am

Mass: Private Intention

Saturday 10 March
Vigil Mass for Fourth Sunday of Lent

5:00pm

Mass: Victoria & Nathan
and pro populo

Saturday 03 March

Saturday 10 March

Eucharistic Ministers
Ambrose & Pauline Burnside
Judith Bulmer

Eucharistic Ministers
Angela & Gordon Tosley
Angela Harmston

Readers
Brendan Payne
Ann Canavan

Readers
Angela Harmston
Judith Bulmer

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Helen Riddles

Children’s Liturgy
Anne Davies
Michelle Dennis

Welcomers
Angela Harmston
Christine Tracey

Welcomers
Pat Middleton
Mary Kitching

Music
Bill Wilkinson & Choir

Music
Richard Openshaw & Choir

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION
Gift Aid: £185

Loose Plate: £195

TOTAL: £380
Mass Attendance: 160
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

The Third Sunday of Lent

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment
MINISTRIES

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ
Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School: Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (0191) 526 5131

Sunday 04 March
Third Sunday of Lent

MINISTRIES

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it emailed to you,
please contact the parish via phone or email. Contact details are on the front
of the bulletin. Items need to be submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday.

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….

Vida RAMM
Elizabeth Rose HIND
Margaret Bernadette CLOUGH

Steven FRIEND
William REDMOND

Please remember in your prayers those who
are sick and housebound in our parish….

Sylvia Kelly, Mary Spears,
Rose Crick,
Maureen McCrann,
Doreen Carroll,
Margaret Pouton and
Pat Harrison

Third Sunday of Lent

04 March, 2018

“...he drove them all out of the Temple...”
IN MY EXPERIENCE, one of the most common issues raised in the sacrament of reconciliation is that of anger.
When I say this, I don’t mean people confessing along the lines of “I got so angry that I was violent” or “I was angry
and said something terrible”. Certainly, these sins are confessed from time to time but I am speaking of people
talking of anger as though the mere feeling of anger (or frustration or stress) is a sin in itself. Usually when this
happens I will point out that Jesus who, of course, never sinned, got angry and frustrated on occasion. One of the
examples of Jesus’ anger I reference most frequently is that which is before us in this weekend’s passage from
John’s Gospel where Jesus drives the money-changers and the sellers of animals for sacrifice out of the Temple in
Jerusalem.
Jesus’ anger certainly was justified. It was not that he felt the money-changers and the sellers of cattle, sheep and
pigeons were doing anything wrong by plying their trade. These people were essential to the religious life of the
Jews and their absence would have been a serious impediment to the practice of the Jewish faith. The moneychangers existed to exchange Roman coins for Jewish currency which was then used to make offerings in the
Temple. Roman coins had an image of the “divine” emperor’s head and so were regarded as idolatrous thus
necessitating their exchange. The animals for sale were, of course, purchased for the ritual sacrifices made by the
priests in the Temple.
Jesus had no objections to the existence and work of the money-changers or the sellers of animals. After all,
remember that when Jesus was born, his parents went to the Temple “and they offered a sacrifice according to
what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’” (Luke 2:24). Jesus objects rather
to the place in which their trade occurs: in the Temple itself rather than outside it, meaning that the Temple was
being used as a marketplace rather than for its intended purpose as a place of religious worship.
We can only speculate about how this situation came about but it is possible that the movement into the Temple
happened gradually rather than a bold move overnight. That Jesus has to take the action he does suggests that the
movement of the money-changers and animal sellers into the Temple had not been seriously challenged until now.
And therein lies a good reflection for us as we continue our Lenten journey. How often have we found ourselves
doing something contrary to our faith and wondering how it came to be so.
We don’t simply move from “saint to sinner” overnight – sin has a way of
inserting itself into our being gradually and surreptitiously, often without us
being conscious of it. It may also be that our behaviour goes unchallenged
and so we think of it as being acceptable both in the eyes of our neighbour
and of God.
Lent affords us a good opportunity to make these reflections on our
behaviour and ask for Jesus to “cleanse our Temple” knowing that asking
him to do so from a genuine desire to change will mean a willingness on his
part to treat us with gentleness, compassion and mercy and not with the
severity we witness in today’s Gospel.
Wishing you a blessed Lenten season
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
Gathering after Mass: Our monthly gathering after Mass has been
postponed till next weekend as I felt that there may be reduced
numbers at Mass this weekend due to the inclement weather Please
come along to the school hall next Saturday after Mass for refreshments and fellowship. Everyone is welcome!
Lenten Study Group: See page opposite for an opportunity to be a
part of a weekly Lenten study group.

CAFOD Family Fast Day: Last weekend we raised £423.00. You are
welcome to place your envelope on the collection plate this weekend if
you were unable to do so last weekend. A retiring collection will be held
this weekend for those who do not wish to use the envelopes. Thank
you in anticipation of your generosity!

Missio A.P.F./Mill Hill Quarterly Contributions: Sponsors will collect
Brown Envelopes and Red Box donations during the first 2/3 weeks of
this March. Your contributions help religious and lay missionaries
First Communion candidates: Next weekend we will once again
welcome the candidates and their families from our parish school who support the Church where it is new, young or poor so that the Good
are continuing their preparation to receive their First Holy Communion News may be shared with all people. If you are a UK tax payer and
wish for a Gift Aid form, Missio will receive an extra 25p for every £1
in June. Please continue to hold them in prayer. There will be no
you give.
preparation session in April due to the Easter celebrations. The next
The Summit: A lively evening of praise, worship, teaching and
session will be on 05 May.
testimony. You are warmly invited to the next ‘Summit’ gathering,
Stations of the Cross: We are conducting the Stations of the Cross
‘Behold the Lamb!’ which this time is taking place in St. Joseph’s,
during Lent as usual on Wednesday evenings at 7:00. This is
Sunderland, SR4 6HP 7:00pm – 9:00pm. The evening will feature the
followed by an opportunity for Reconciliation.
worship group Expedition, teaching from Andrew Brookes OP and
Minutes of Parish Pastoral Council meeting: The minutes of the last powerful personal witness to faith. Come along this Lent and spend
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) meeting, held on 07 February, are now time beholding the Lamb of God.
posted on the noticeboard. If you wish to have an emailed version,
St Patrick’s Day Mass: This year, the feast of St Patrick, our parish
please see Fr Robert. The next meeting of the PPC will be the Annual
patron saint, falls on a Saturday. This means that there will be a Mass
General Meeting and will be held on Wednesday, 02 May at 7:00pm.
in the morning at 9:30am, 17 March, our usual weekday morning Mass
All parishioners are encouraged to come to this meeting.
time. Because it is our parish feast day, we will be having some
St Patrick's Social Committee - Social Night: There will be a social fellowship in the school hall after the Mass. Please come along to give
night on Friday 09 March at 7:30pm at The Royal British Legion,
thanks to our patron for his prayers!
Meadowfield. Tickets are on sale at £2.50 each and raffle tickets are
also on sale. Any donations for raffle prizes will be most gratefully
received. All money raised will support the Spring party for senior
citizens later in the year. Please see Irene, Angela or Judith.

SCHOOL NEWS

Statement to Live By
This week's statement was 'I listen to what you say. I
show that I am listening to you.' Reflecting on this
statement encouraged us to see that everything has the
capacity to reveal God's presence, including our
relationships with others.
Safety Carousel – Tuesday 27 February
Class 1 (Years 5 & 6) visited The Workplace in Newton
Aycliffe, on Tuesday of this week. They experienced
workshops covering a variety of safety issues,
including fire, electricity, water, fireworks, alcohol,
smoking and Internet safety.
School Closure
The school was closed, due to the adverse weather
conditions, for part of this week. This meant that our
infant classes did not attend Mass on Wednesday
morning, as planned. Their attendance has been
rescheduled.
Forthcoming Masses and Liturgies
Friday, 09 March @ 2:45pm: Mothers’ Day liturgy led
by Reception in the School Hall
Wednesday, 14 March @ 9:30am: Mass in church
with Reception, Year 1 & Year 2
Thursday, 15 March @ 9:30am: Mass in church with
Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 followed by Reconciliation with Years 4,
5&6

Thursday, 29 March @ 9:15am:
Stations of the Cross in the School Hall
with the whole school
As always, everyone is welcome!

SAINT OF THE WEEK
St Frances of Rome - 09 March

Frances was born in Rome in 1384 and was married at the age of 13. Although she
had wanted to be a nun, she was happily married for 40 years and had three sons.
She distributed gifts to the poor and ministered to the sick. She was remarkable for
her humility and detachment, her obedience and patience in adversity (including her
husband’s banishment, the death of two of her sons from plague, and the loss of all
her property). She was a mystic and contemplative, part of the great flourishing of
mysticism in that period, and after her husband’s death she retired to a convent she
had founded, where she died on 09 March, 1440.
(Information taken from Universalis)

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for
March:

PRAYER GROUP & BIBLE STUDY

That the Church may appreciate the urgent
need for formation in spiritual discernment,
both on the personal and community levels.
"Let us be challenged by the words and
actions of Jesus, and welcome his call to a life
that is fully human, happy to
spend itself in love.”

The next Churches Together prayer group
will meet in St Patrick's Presbytery on
Tuesday, 20 March, 9:30 - 10:00am.
The next Bible study will be at
St Andrew’s Methodist on
Monday, 12 March, from
3:30pm to 4:45pm.
ALL WELCOME!

DID YOU KNOW…?
...that the Presentation of the Creed to those
becoming Catholics at Easter, always
occurs on the Third Sunday of Lent or
sometime during the week that follows?
The purpose of this is to reinforce the
importance of this statement of our core
beliefs as Catholic Christians. Those preparing
for entry into the Church have been exploring
these beliefs and will proclaim
these beliefs at their baptism and,
like all Christians, will seek to
live out these beliefs each day of
their lives.

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
“Our pilgrim life here on earth cannot be without
temptation for it is through temptation that we
make progress and it is only by being tempted
that we come to know ourselves. We cannot win
our crown unless we overcome, and we cannot
overcome unless we enter the contest and there
is no contest unless we have an enemy and the
temptations he brings.”
St Augustine of Hippo (354-430)
Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Discourses on the Psalms

PLEASE PRAY…for the following intentions throughout Lent as requested by Bishop Séamus:
candidates for the sacraments of initiation; women; the needy and hungry of the world; penitents and
wanderers. Lord, hear our prayer….

