St Patrick’s RC Church, Langley Moor

The week ahead...
Saturday 04 March

5:00pm

Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
St Patrick’s RC Primary School:
Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (0191) 526 5131

Mass: In thanksgiving
and pro populo

Saturday after Ash Wednesday
Sunday 05 March
1st Sunday of Lent

1st Sunday of Lent

Monday 06 March

05 March, 2017

Weekday of Lent - Week 1
Tuesday 07 March

“...out into the wilderness…”

NO MASS

Weekday of Lent - Week 1
Wednesday 08 March
Weekday of Lent - Week 1
Thursday 09 March

9:30am

Communion Service

7:00pm

Stations of the Cross

NO MASS

Weekday of Lent - Week 1
Friday 10 March

NO MASS

Weekday of Lent - Week 1
Saturday 11 March

5:00pm

Weekday of Lent - Week 1

Ministries for this week
Saturday 04 March
Eucharistic Ministers
Wilf Lavery
Helen Musham
Jane Smith
Readers
Angela Tosley
Ann Canavan
Children’s Liturgy
Anne Davies
Carol Bainbridge
Welcomers
Paul & Anne Kelly

Ministries for next week
Saturday 11 March
Eucharistic Ministers
Ambrose & Pauline Burnside
Judith Bulmer
Readers
Marie Pailey
Margaret Purdom
Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Carol Bainbridge

Welcomers
Angela Harmston
Christine Tracey

CAFOD: LENT FAST DAY
As is customary during Lent, we are called to extend our
focus beyond ourselves to assess how we care for the
less fortunate in our world. To this end, you will have the
opportunity to take home with you a Fast Day envelope to
enable you contribute to CAFOD that they may continue
their great work. See the poster in the narthex or go to
cafod.org.uk/lent for more information. Fast Day this year
is next Friday, 10 March.
Emailed Bulletin – If you would like to have the parish bulletin emailed to
you each week please email Judith (details opposite) and you will be
added to the mailing list. Parish Council minutes are also available
electronically.

Mass: Betty Allison
and pro populo

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION
Gift Aid: £198

Loose Plate: £214

Total: £412
Mass Attendance: 149
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

Have you an item for the parish bulletin? Please contact
Judith Bulmer on (0191) 378 3544 or 07980 481 858 or send
an email to her at judithbulmer@rocketmail.com.
Please remember in your prayers people who
are sick and housebound in the parish….

Pat Curran, Linda Carter, Tom Taylorson,
Sylvia Kelly, Marie Carey, Mary Spears,
Rose Crick, Maureen McCrann, Teresa
Parkin, Doreen Carroll, Dorothy Dowdle,
Tom Tracey, Jean O’Donoghue, Margaret
Pouton, Michael Kane, Pat Harrison,
Olwyn Morris, Jim Patterson, and Denise
Oxberry.

ON THE FIRST SUNDAY of Lent each year, we hear of the temptations of Jesus in the wilderness prior to
embarking on his mission. Each of the three synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) relates this story,
though with subtle differences. This year, being Year A in our liturgical cycle, we hear Matthew’s version of
this famous incident.
The tempting of Jesus by the devil does not occur as an isolated incident. Just prior to the temptations,
Jesus is baptised by John in the Jordan River. You will remember that as Jesus comes up out of the water
the Spirit of God in the form of a dove rests on him and “a voice spoke from heaven, ‘This is my Son, the
Beloved, my favour rests on him.’” (Mt 3:17). This incident helps us make sense of the devil’s words to
Jesus: “If you are the Son of God…” In his baptism, Jesus is given an affirmation by his heavenly Father but
Jesus also, in requesting baptism, surrenders himself totally to God’s will. The devil will test this in today’s
Gospel passage.
Worth noting is the place where the temptations occur – the wilderness. Based on our knowledge of the
geography of the region in which Jesus lived, we understand this to mean the desert. A desert is a place
which is devoid of any comforts and luxuries, a place where it would seem temptations are scarce. We are
invited to enter a (metaphorical) desert during the season of Lent in order to deepen our relationship with
God and, consequently, with other people. But it is only an invitation. God never forces us to undertake any
action but we would be foolish to ignore an invitation that comes from God – God has only our good at
heart, after all.
As we accept the invitation to be led into the desert, let us be open to all that is on offer to enable us to
forge a stronger relationship with God. Though the desert might be devoid of comforts and luxuries it is for
this very reason that it is a profitable place to be – it is also the place where temptations will creep up on us.
Jesus was tempted after forty days of fasting, the devil biding his time, knowing that a person is at their
most vulnerable when hungry, exhausted, even bored. We must therefore seek to fill the vacuum that is
created by the desert environment with practices that strengthen our faith: prayer (good for the soul), fasting
(good for the body), and almsgiving (good for our neighbour). This is the “formula” given to us by Jesus in
the Sermon on the Mount, the gospel passage we heard on Ash Wednesday.

Though the desert is appears to be a barren place, it is not without
opportunities for a life-giving, even a life-changing experience. It is in the
stillness and quietness of the desert that voices and sounds normally drowned
out by the clamour and busyness of daily life can be heard. It is only in the
desert, to which we are invited by God, that we can truly hear his insistent, yet
soft and loving voice. This is why God invites us to follow him into the desert
this Lent.
Will you accept the invitation?
Wishing you a blessed week,
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
Changes to weekday liturgies for this week: Please note that I will be away from Monday to Friday this week and so there
will be only a Communion Service offered on Wednesday at 9:30am and no Masses on Tuesday, Thursday or Friday. The
7:00pm Wednesday evening Stations of the Cross will still be conducted in the church at this week.
Stations of the Cross: As in previous years, this devotion will be offered each Wednesday evening in Lent at 7:00pm,
beginning on Wednesday, 08 March. Reconciliation will be offered afterwards until 8:00pm, except for this week.
St Patrick’s Day, Friday 17 March: Two Masses on this day @ 9:30am and 7:00pm. We hope to have a large evening
celebration with a bigger choir as well as a gathering in the school hall afterwards by way of celebrating our parish feast.
Tuesday Prayer Group: Every Tuesday evening from 7:00pm just across the road from the church at 14 Goatbeck Terrace. All
are welcome. An opportunity to engage with the scriptures prayerfully via the lection divina method—no experience necessary!
Why not make a commitment this Lent to know God better by coming along? You are welcome to come after the Tuesday
evening Mass if you wish, even if that means you’ll possibly be a few minutes late.
Pope Francis' Mission Statement for March: Support for persecuted Christians. That persecuted Christians may be
supported by the prayers and material help of the whole Church. “God demands of us real courage: the courage to be more
powerful than evil by loving everyone, even our enemies."
Missio (APF / Mill Hill Missionaries): Red box/brown envelope collections for March Quarter. Would contributors please
have these ready for sponsors in the 1st and 2nd weeks of this month. Please look on the church notice board to see the total
amount given last year. Thank you for your generosity!
St Andrew’s Church, Brandon - invitation to lunch: Tuesday, 07 March at 12:00noon. All are welcome. The meal is free
and any donations will be passed on to other charities.
Social Night: Unclaimed raffle tickets: Thank you to our Social Committee for organising the event on Friday, 24 February
and thank you to those who went along and had a great time. There were plenty of prizes to be had along with all the fun but
three raffle prizes remain unclaimed. The winning ticket numbers are Pink 685, Pink 843 and Green 852. See Irene Carey,
Judith Bulmer or Angela Harmston or Fr Robert to claim your prize.

SCHOOL NEWS
Pancake Challenge
On Tuesday, all our children took part in a
sponsored pancake flipping competition in
order to raise funds for the school. While
sponsor forms and pledges are still coming
into school and so the final amount raised
is not yet known, the winners for the highest number of consecutive flips in each
class were:
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Jenson 24
Lewis 29
Alma 40
Harris 82
Harry 93
Weronika 110
Morgan 94

World Book Day - 2nd March
On Thursday, the children celebrated
World Book Day by dressing up as
storybook characters and taking part in a
range of fun, book based, activities. Many
parents visited the school to listen to their
children read and Father Robert judged
the costumes. The winners in each class
were:
Class
Class
Class
Class

1
2
3
4

Izaak
Michael
Graye
Jenson

Ash Wednesday Mass
The whole school attended Mass on Ash
Wednesday to mark the beginning of Lent. Many
thanks to Father Robert for a lovely service, to
Bill Wilkinson for providing the music, to the
children who took part in the readings and in the
offertory procession and to the parishioners who
made us feel so welcome.
Diocesan Inspection Report
As you know, our school received a diocesan
inspection just before the half term. The areas
covered were The Catholic Life of the School,
Collective Worship and Religious Education.
The report has now been received, and we are
delighted to advise that the school was judged to
be outstanding in all areas. The full report can
be found on the school’s website and a hard copy
is available to view at the rear of church.
Many thanks to our pupils, families, staff, priest
and governors for all their valuable contributions
to our school. These are clearly celebrated in the
report.

First Holy
Communicants
Those children preparing to
receive First Eucharist attended
another session of preparation
today and join us in the
celebration of Mass this evening.

SAINTS OF THE WEEK
Saints Felicity and Perpetua - 07 March
Perpetua was a young, well-educated noblewoman who was nursing her baby
son whilst imprisoned for her faith and Felicity was a slave, imprisoned with
Perpetua and eight months’ pregnant at the time. They were martyred at
Carthage (in modern-day Tunisia) in 203 during the persecution of the Roman
Emperor Septimus Severus.
With so many martyrs of the third and fourth centuries we have to say “they
were martyred but nothing else is known about them.” That is not the case
here. We have a detailed contemporary account of their arrest, trial, sufferings
and martyrdom, written partly by the saints themselves and partly by an
eyewitness. Devotion to them spread rapidly and they are mentioned in the
Roman Canon of the Mass (the First Eucharistic Prayer).
(Information taken from Universalis)

SCHOOL DIARY
Wednesday, 15 March, 2:00pm- Infant Liturgy (Classes 3 & 4) in school
Friday, 17 March, 9:30am- St Patrick’s Day Mass (Whole School) in church
Wednesday, 22 March, 2:30pm - Class 2 Liturgy in school
Thursday 23 March, 9:30am - Class 1 at Parish Mass followed by penitential service
Friday 24 March, 9:15am - Mothers’ Day Liturgy in school
Wednesday 29 March, 2:30pm - Class 1 Mass in school
Thursday 30 March, 9:30am - Class 3 (Infants) at Parish Mass followed by cake sale
and tombola in the school hall.

DID YOU KNOW…?
...that the season of Lent is an excellent
opportunity to consider celebrating the
sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)?
There are many opportunities to celebrate
this sacrament of mercy throughout Lent,
both here at St Patrick’s or at other parishes
throughout the diocese. If you find the
normal times for Reconciliation in this
parish inconvenient please bear in mind that
you can make an appointment for a time that
suits you. Remember the words we heard of
Ash Wednesday: Repent, and believe in the
Gospel.

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
“Jesus’ claim is...radical. He asks for a singleminded commitment to God and God alone. God
wants all of our heart, all of our mind, and all of
our soul. It is this unconditional and unreserved
love for God that leads to the care for our
neighbour, not as an activity which distracts us
from God or competes with our attention to God,
but as an expression of our love for God who
reveals himself to us as the God of all people.”
Fr Henri Nouwen
(1932-1996)
Priest, writer and theologian

DON’T FORGET….We will be gathering this evening (04 March) after Mass
in the school hall for an opportunity to deepen our unity by getting to know one
another better. Again, this is not about fundraising or an opportunity for speeches,
just a chance for a chat, a cuppa and a snack! Please come along, for a short time
or longer, whatever takes your fancy!

