The week ahead...
Saturday 06 January
Vigil Mass for The Epiphany of the Lord

5:00pm

Sunday 07 January
The Epiphany of the Lord

NO MASS

Monday 08 January
The Baptism of the Lord

NO MASS

6:30pm

Mass: A Wedding Anniversary

Wednesday 10 January
Wednesday of Ordinary Time 1

9:30am

Mass: Bernard McGoay

Thursday 11 January
Thursday of Ordinary Time 1

9:30am

Mass: Anita Sharp

Friday 12 January
St Benet Biscop, Abbot

7:00am

Mass: Jim Patterson

Saturday 13 January
Vigil Mass for 2nd Sunday of the Year

5:00pm

Mass: Pat Curran
and pro populo

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ

The Epiphany of the Lord

07 January, 2018

“...and falling on their knees they did him homage.”

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment
MINISTRIES

MINISTRIES

Saturday 06 January

Saturday 13 January

Eucharistic Ministers
Malcolm & Teresa Wass
Andrew Aberdeen

Eucharistic Ministers
Irene & John Carey
Kevin Boyle

Readers
Margaret Purdom
Claire Lavery

Readers
Brendan Payne
Greg Mearman

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Helen Riddles

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Michelle Dennis

Welcomers
Angela Harmston
Christine Tracey

Welcomers
Pat Middleton
Mary Kitching

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION
Loose Plate: £191

TOTAL: £395
Mass Attendance: 136
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School: Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (0191) 526 5131

Tuesday 09 January
Tuesday of Ordinary Time 1

Gift Aid: £204

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

Mass: Kennedy and Davison
families
and pro populo

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it emailed to you,
please contact the parish via phone or email. Contact details are on the front
of the bulletin. Items need to be submitted by Thursday midday.

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….
Jim PATTERSON (Rec. Dec.)
Maureen PRICE (Rec. Dec.)
Catherine JENNINGS
Joseph STOCK
John MULHALL
Edward MURTHER
John KENNEDY
Camilla CROOKS
Please remember in your prayers people who
are sick and housebound in the parish….

Sylvia Kelly, Mary Spears,
Rose Crick, Maureen McCrann,
Doreen Carroll,
Margaret Pouton,
Pat Harrison and
Tom Taylorson

THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY is celebrated on 06 January, coming hard on the heels of the beginning of the
New Year, a time when many of us are naturally focusing on new beginnings in our lives, be it attempting to
cultivate healthy habits or resolving simply to make our lives better in some way. The happy coincidence of the
Epiphany being celebrated when our mindset is focused on new beginnings begs the question of each of us:
How can I be more open to the revelation of God in my life in the year ahead?
Because revelation is what the feast of the Epiphany is all about. The Church teaches us that the fullness of
revelation is found in Jesus Christ: “…the deepest truth about God and the salvation of man shines out for our
sake in Christ, who is both the mediator and the fullness of all revelation.” (Dei Verbum 2). Furthermore, we
understand that the “wise men”, or Magi, coming from the East to search for and pay homage to the Christ-child,
are representative of the fact that God’s revelation is to all humankind and not just to a select or “chosen” group
of people.
Of course, this manifestation of God to the world in Jesus Christ just over two thousand years ago was a unique
event, God made flesh, but this does not mean that God has not revealed himself at other times or that he does
not reveal himself to us today. Indeed, even before the birth of Christ, God was making himself known to his
people, choosing leaders and prophets as his instruments in order to convey messages to those with whom he
had made a covenant. An everlasting covenant has come to us in Jesus Christ and so we know that revelation
is ongoing.
And so as we begin a new year let us ask that we may have the grace to be both attentive and responsive to
God’s revelation, or “epiphanies”, when they happen. Whilst there will not be another great epiphany like the
birth of Christ until he appears again at the end of time, small revelations of God’s presence among us are
evident every day, in situations that are favourable and pleasant as well as those which are less so. While it is
easy for a person of faith to believe in God’s presence in pleasurable situations (for example, being in love,
getting a job promotion, the birth of a baby, enjoying a prolonged spell of good weather), it is less easy to
acknowledge that God is revealed in situations which contrast those just
mentioned: relationship difficulties, losing a job, the death of a loved one,
natural disaster. Yet each of these less favourable situations may, in time,
reveal the presence of God if those involved are open to such revelation.
Relationship difficulties can lead to reconciliation and a stronger bond, losing
a job may lead to better, more satisfying employment, the death of someone
close may lead to a more focused reflection on the manner in which that
person graced our life, and so on.
May our response to the all-pervading presence of God in the year ahead be
one of praise and gratitude and may that lead us to revealing his presence to
others through all we say and do.

Wishing you a blessed week and year ahead,
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
Gathering after Mass: This weekend, being the first Saturday of the
month, we will gather after Mass in the school hall for some fellowship
over some food and drink. A great way to start 2018!
RIP Maureen Price: Sad news this week of the death of Maureen
Price from Langley Moor. Maureen’s funeral service will be celebrated
here at St Patrick’s on Tuesday, 16 January at 12:00noon.
Play Area: You will notice that a play area has been set up in the
narthex adjacent to the bathroom. Parents and carers are welcome to
take babies and toddlers to this area at any time before or during
Mass. Please ensure that babies and toddlers are supervised at all
times and please try to leave the area tidy after use.
Fr Ejaz: The support for Fr Ejaz over the last four years has been
overwhelming, and the orphanage, now named Nazareth House is
complete and supporting up to 50 children at any one time. Fr Ejaz
reports that the children are doing well, cared for and educated by Fr
Ejaz and his team of volunteers in often extremely dangerous and
difficult situations in Pakistan. Grateful thanks to everyone who has
either given donations or requested envelopes to continue to give their
generous financial support. If you would like to help, either by a
contribution each month or a donation, however small, please let me
know. Fr Ejaz and the children send their love and prayers and
immense gratitude to us all and please remember them in your
prayers. Judith Bulmer
Missio (APF/Mill Hill Missionaries): The December quarterly
collection raised £683.19. Many thanks to all who contributed to the
Christmas appeal.
Christmas Crib: This weekend is your last opportunity to donate to
Friends of the Holy Land via our Christmas crib. Donations will be
sent off this week.

Pilgrimage to Rome: St. Cuthbert's, Durham is organising a trip to
Rome, just after Easter 2018. The pilgrimage will be led by Fr. Andrew
Downie and we would like to invite anyone from across the Finchale
Partnership to join us. We will be travelling on Monday 2nd April
(Easter Monday) and staying in Rome for a week. The cost is £956.00
per person (based on 2 sharing), on a half board basis. Two half-day
tours around Rome are included in the price and we will have Mass
every day, plenty of time to relax, and the opportunity to get to know
each other. We are also planning a day trip to Assisi. Please contact
Margaret Doyle on 0191 378 3660 or margaretdoyle1066@sky.com,
for more information or a booking form.
Northern Catholic Calendar: We still have four copies of the Northern
Catholic Calendar left for sale near the church entrance. £3.50 a copy.
St Leonard’s Catholic School: Congratulations to students, staff,
parents and governors of St. Leonard's Catholic School who were
inspected on 22/23rd November 2017 by the Hexham and Newcastle
Diocesan Inspectors. The Inspectors' assessment of the Catholic Life
of the School was outstanding, '...students are involved in a range of
ministries and are eager to contribute'. In Collective Worship the
assessment was again outstanding, 'Students and staff are involved in
the preparation, planning and leading of prayer and liturgies' and
'...students value the prayer life of the school and enjoy the range of
opportunities to pray each day'. In Religious Education the assessment
was also outstanding with 'Results at GCSE and A- level ... high and
above the national average' and 'Pupils enjoy their learning and
achievement is strong'. This resulted in an overall 'outstanding'
assessment. Once again, many congratulations to all concerned. The
full Section 48 report is available at: www.st-leonards.durham.sch.uk

SAINT OF THE WEEK
St Benet (Benedict) Biscop - 12 January
Benet (Benedict) was born of a noble Northumbrian family around the year 628 and was for a time the
thegn of King Oswiu.
While returning from a journey to Rome, he visited Lérins, a monastic island off the Mediterranean coast
of Provence, and stayed there for two years, from 665 - 667, during which he took monastic vows and the
name of “Benedict”.
Ecgfrith of Northumbria granted Benedict land in 674 for the purpose of building a monastery. He went to
the Continent to bring back masons who could build a monastery in the Romanesque style, and St
Peter’s, at Jarrow, was the first ecclesiastical building in England to be built in stone. Its library became
world-famous and it was here the Benedict’s student Bede wrote his famous works.
Benedict died after three years of illness, borne patiently, on 12 January 690.
(Information taken from Universalis)

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for
January:

BIBLE STUDIES

That Christians in and other religious
minorities in Asian countries may be able to
practise their faith in full freedom.
"Let us promote friendship and respect
between men and women of different
religious traditions in order to build a
better world of peace.”

DID YOU KNOW…?
...that there several “epiphanies” in the
scriptures other than the one we celebrate
this weekend?
The Feast of the Epiphany focuses on the
Magi coming from the East to reverence the
Christ child but other revelations of Christ
include his being made known to the
shepherds who were guarding their sheep
nearby on the night of his birth, his baptism in
the Jordan by John when the Father affirmed
his identity from heaven, and his first miracle
at the wedding feast at Cana.

The Churches Together prayer group will
meet on the third Tuesday of each month
over winter in St Patrick's Presbytery, from
9:30am to 10:00am.
Next meeting: 16 January.

ALL WELCOME!

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
“Every day is the time for Christians to be
alert and recognise the ‘signs of the times’,
to grasp opportunities that open up to
them, and to do whatever is possible that
day with prudence but also with courage
and confidence.”
Card. Walter Kasper (b. 1933)
German Cardinal and Theologian

PLEASE PRAY FOR… the year ahead. It is fair to say that on a world level, 2017 was a year which manifested more
political unrest than usual. Let us pray that people with power and influence will do their very best to find ways to make the world
a more peaceful and stable place, enabling ordinary citizens to be free of the trauma that stems from political instability.

