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Producing Good Fruits in the Vineyard 

WE DON’T HAVE to look too deeply into this weekend’s Gospel to understand that when Jesus is referring to 

a vineyard he is in fact talking about the kingdom of God, the servants are prophets and the tenants are a   

reference to those who have been unfaithful and lax in their stewardship of the kingdom. But let us not delude 

ourselves into thinking that all these references are historical for we too are under scrutiny in today’s parable!  

We need to remember that Matthew was writing for a Jewish Christian audience and they would have         

appreciated the point being made: over the centuries God’s chosen people had time and time again failed to 

be good stewards of all that God had entrusted to them. Every time prophets had urged God ’s people to leave 

their sinful ways and turn back to their loving God they had failed to do so, or, at the very most, had turned 

briefly back to God only to resume their ungodly ways after a brief respite. They had certainly not produced 

the good fruits expected of them and the prophets had often been rejected, attacked and killed when          

undertaking their duties. The final person sent by the landowner (God) is his son (Jesus) – he too suffers the 

same fate as the prophets. The parable ends with a dire warning from Jesus to those who don’t produce good 

fruits: “…the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit.”  

Just as Matthew’s audience would have understood the meaning of this parable, we too must understand 

what it means for us. We are challenged to acknowledge that as Christians we have been given stewardship 

of God’s kingdom, to work in the Lord’s vineyard, right here and now and called to produce good fruits, not the 

sour grapes we hear of in the First Reading. Like the tenants in the parable, we are called to pay heed to the 

messages of prophets, not to reject them when they convey a message that is challenging. But who are the 

prophets? Perhaps they are those people who we find most difficult to listen to and most easy to dismiss. 

Prophets often appear in an unlikely guise.  

But what about bearing good fruits in the Lord’s vineyard? The Lord’s vineyard for us is, in fact, the parish. 

And so some questions need to be asked: What difference does St Patrick’s Parish make to the local       

community? What if the parish church was knocked down and a block of flats built here in its place? As one 

priest noted of his own parish, those who come to the parish church would miss it but what of others in the 

community? What sort of impact are we having outside this building? Does that impact concern us or is our 

main concern personal religious obligations and needs? Is the quality of the 

parish to be measured by what goes on in this building or rather by what 

happens when we leave here? These are the questions Bishop Séamus is 

wanting us to focus on as we seek to become more active disciples in our 

parish community. 

These are difficult questions but crucial ones if we don’t want to hear Jesus 
utter the same words to us as he did to the chief priests: “…the kingdom of 
God will be taken from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit.”  

 

Wishing you a blessed week ahead, 

Fr Robert 

Saturday 07 October 

Our Lady of the Rosary 
5:00pm 

Mass: Anne Keenan 
           and pro populo            

Sunday 08 October 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
NO MASS  

Monday 09 October 

Monday of Ordinary Time 27 
NO MASS  

Tuesday 10 October 

Anniversary of the Dedication of           

St Patrick’s, Langley Moor 

6:30pm Mass: Teresa Coad 

Wednesday 11 October 

Wednesday of Ordinary Time 27 
9:30am Mass: Marie Carey 

Thursday 12 October 

St Wilfrid, Bishop & Missionary 
9:30am Mass: “A Wedding Anniversary” 

Friday 13 October 

Friday of Ordinary Time 27 
7:00am Mass: Private Intention 

Saturday 14 October 

Saturday of Ordinary Time 27 
5:00pm 

Mass:  Sally Thompson 
           and pro populo 

The week ahead... 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 07 October 

Eucharistic Ministers  

Pauline & Ambrose Burnside 

Judith Bulmer 
 

Readers   

Claire Lavery 

Margaret Purdom 
 

Children’s Liturgy  

Maria Griffiths 

Helen Riddles 
 

Welcomers 

Paul & Anne Kelly 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 14 October 

Eucharistic Ministers 

Malcolm & Teresa Wass 

Andrew Aberdeen 
 

Readers  

Greg Mearman 

Pat Middleton 
 

Children’s Liturgy  

Anne Davies 

Angela Harmston 
 

Welcomers 

Angela Harmston 

Christine Tracey 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION  
 

Gift Aid: £219        Loose Plate: £201 

Total: £420 
 

Mass Attendance: 149 
 

DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE 

CHARITY NUMBER 1143450 

Please remember in your prayers people who 
are sick and housebound in the parish…. 

Rose Crick, Maureen McCrann, Teresa 

Parkin, Doreen Carroll, Dorothy Dowdle,       

Margaret Pouton, Pat 

Harrison, Olwyn Morris, 

Jim Patterson, Linda 

Carter, Tom Taylorson, 

Sylvia Kelly and     

Mary Spears. 

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it emailed to you, 
please contact the parish via phone or email. Contact details are on the front 
of the bulletin. 
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We pray for our beloved deceased, including…. 
 

Teresa COAD (Rec Deceased) 

Marie CAREY (Rec. Deceased) 

John MULHALL 

John NYLAND 

Margaret HOLT 

Fr Brian McNAMARA 



SAINT OF THE WEEK 

Pope St John XXIII - 11 October 
 

Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli was born in the village of Sotto il Monte, near Bergamo, in 1881. At 
the age of 11 he entered the seminary at Bergamo and later pursued his studies at the        
Pontifical Seminary in Rome. He was ordained priest in 1904. He was secretary to the Bishop 
of Bergamo but from 1921 onwards he served the Holy See directly in various posts, both in 
Rome and in Bulgaria, Turkey and Greece, culminating as Apostolic Nuncio to France from 
1944 to 1953, when he was created cardinal and made the Patriarch of Venice. He was elected 
Pope in 1958. He convoked the Roman Synod, instituted the revision of Canon Law, and called 
the Second Vatican Council, which opened on 11 October 1962. He died while the Council was 

still in session, on the evening of 03 June, 1963.  

He was canonized on 27 April, 2014.  

(Information taken from Universalis) 

CONGRATULATIONS…. to the family of Maddison TINDALE on the occasion of her baptism last       

Sunday. Please keep Maddison and her family in your prayers as we live out our commitment to support this new 

member of our parish family! There are a few more baptisms being celebrated later this month. A true blessing! 

DID YOU KNOW…? 
 

...that October is traditionally regarded as the 
month to lend a special focus to the Rosary? 

The feast of Our Lady of the Rosary is celebrated 
each year on 07 October. This feast recalls the 
time when the Christian forces defeated the    
Turkish fleet at the famous Battle of Lepanto on 
the first Sunday in October 1571. This ended the 
Muslim domination of the Mediterranean and was 
ascribed to the prayers and processions of the   
Rosary confraternity in Rome. Because the feast 
of Our Lady of the Rosary occurred in October, it 
was natural to extend the promotion and praying 
of the rosary to the whole month of October. 

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK” 

“Once we can accept that God is in all situations, 

and can and will use even bad situations for good, 

then everything becomes an occasion for good, 

and an occasion for God, and is thus at the heart 

of religion… God’s plan is so perfect that even sin, 

tragedy and painful deaths are used to bring us to 

divine union. God wisely makes the problem itself 

part of the solution.”  
 

Fr Richard Rohr OFM (b.1943) 

Eager to Love 

What’s going on…? 
 

Gathering after Mass: We will be gathering after Mass on the first 
Saturday of each month for an opportunity to deepen our unity by  
getting to know one another better. Again, this is not about fundraising 
or an opportunity for speeches: just for a chat, a cuppa and a snack! 
Our next gathering will be after Mass this Saturday, 07 October. 
Come along! 
 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) meeting: The next PPC meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday, 11 October at 7:00pm. If you would like 
an issue raised at the meeting, please talk to one of the PPC        
members, to Fr Robert, or phone or send an email to the parish.  
 

Family Fast Day: Our next special collection is the Family Fast Day 
and will take place on this Saturday, 07 October the fast day itself 
being the day before on the Friday. Please place the envelope you 
received last Saturday on the collection plate this weekend. 
 

St Patrick’s Social Night - 27 October at 7:30pm: Tickets will be on 
sale at the back of the church for the next two weeks for our parish 
social night, to be held at the Royal British Legion at Meadowfield. 
Raffle tickets will also be on sale on 14 and 21 October. All money 
raised will fund the annual Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party in        
December.  
 

Dementia Friends: Do you know someone, be it a relative or friend, 
who is living with dementia or caring for someone with dementia?  
Would you like to learn a little bit more about what this means and the 
small ways you can help? The Alzheimers Society are delivering a 
“Dementia Friends Session” at 7:00pm on Wednesday, 11 October 
in the Jubilee Room, St Joseph’s, Mill Lane, Gilesgate, Durham 
DH1 2JG. The event has been organised by the Inclusive Group in 
Durham Martyrs parish, who are working to create a “Dementia  
Friendly Community”, and they would like to invite people from the 
partnership to attend the session which will last for one hour only.  

 

Craft Fair: Saturday, 21 October, 10:00am – 2:00pm at St. Andrew’s 
Church, Brandon.  If you are interested in a table to sell your crafts, 
please call  07725722303. Entrance free, refreshments on sale.   
 

Missio (APF Mill Hill): The Autumn Quarterly contributions for      
overseas missions amounted to £874.60. A big thank you to all Red 
Box holders for your generosity and to our collectors. Everyone can aid 
our religious and lay missionaries by praying for them in their work. 
 

Churches Together in DH7: The monthly prayer meetings will be 
held during the winter months in St. Patrick's Presbytery. The first 
monthly meeting will take place on Tuesday 17 October, 9:30am - 
10:00am. Everyone is most welcome. 
 

Day with Bill Heubsch: On Thursday 26 October, Bill Huebsch will be 
visiting the Diocese and leading a day on his most recent book, “The 
Art of Accompaniment”.  In this pastoral workshop Bill will help us  
explore Pope Francis’ frequent proposals that the Church needs to be 
open and trained so that we can accompany people from all walks of 
life on their faith journeys.  We would like to invite you to consider  
making use of this great opportunity to hear Bill speak, share ideas 
with others and feel enthused about exploring these ideas further. 
There is no charge for the day but should you wish to have a light 
lunch there is a charge of £10.00.  Lunch bookings must be made in 
advance, and payment will be collected at the point of registration on 
the day by diocesan staff. The day will run from 10:30am to 4:00pm at 
the Sunderland Marriott Hotel, Sunderland.  Booking is essential and 
can be made by contacting the Department for Spirituality on 0191 243 

3302 or email spirituality@diocesehn.org.uk. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Statement to Live By 
This week’s statement was ‘I know what to do if I see 
anyone being hurt.’  The children heard the story of 
The Good Samaritan.  This begins the next group of 
statements, which focuses on the importance of social 
justice and seeks to develop independence,             
interdependence and responsibility.  
 
Planetarium 
This week was ‘World Space Week’, officially defined as 
‘an international celebration of science and technology, 
and their contribution to the betterment of the human 
condition.’  
To mark this, we had a planetarium set up in the school 
hall, and all classes visited this throughout the      
morning.  
 
Harvest Fast Day 
On Friday, the children enjoyed a non-uniform day and 
dressed in their house colours. This was in recognition 
of CAFOD's theme this      
Harvest season, which is to 
make the world a brighter 
place.  Years 1 and 2 led a 
Harvest Assembly, reflecting 
on the importance of actions 
in a world where there are 
those in need.  They also  
acted out the story of The 
Little Red Hen, but with a 
happy ending! 

SCHOOL NEWS 

 ~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~ 

BIBLE STUDIES 

The Friday afternoon Bible Study Group is holding 

eight sessions beginning on 15 September and running 

through to 03 November here at St Patrick’s        

Presbytery, from 2:00pm to 3:00pm. The topic for 

these studies is Women in the Old Testament.  

Also, monthly Bible Fellowship 

takes place at St Andrew’s Methodist 

Church at Brandon from 3:30pm - 

4:45pm. Next meeting takes place on 

Monday, 09 October.  

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~ 

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for             

October:  

That all workers may receive respect and          

protection of their rights, and that the unemployed 

may receive the opportunity to contribute to the 

common good.  

“God is encouraging you to 

dream. He wants to make you see 

that, with you the world can be 

different. For unless you offer 

the best of yourselves, the world 

will never be different.” 

mailto:spirituality@diocesehn.org.uk

