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“...and revealing them to mere children.” 

THIS WEEKEND we hear from chapter 11 of Matthew’s Gospel, a little short of its mid-point, where     

Jesus offers some familiar and comforting words: “Come to me, all you who labour and are                

overburdened, and I will give you rest.”  

It is worthwhile taking a moment to orient ourselves to the Gospel as a whole. Essentially, Matthew’s 

Gospel consists of a cycle of narratives by Jesus (such as we are presented with this weekend) followed 

by his sermons (such as those we will hear over the next three weekends). Once a series of narratives 

and sermons is complete, the cycle starts again.   

This weekend’s Gospel follows on immediately from Jesus’ condemnation of those towns who refused to 

repent after he had worked miracles in them (‘Alas for you, Chorazin! Alas for you, Bethsaida! ’) Jesus 

then bursts into prayer to his heavenly Father, the beginning of the Gospel this weekend, which         

comprises three parts. The first sees Jesus thanking his Father for revealing truths to those the world 

considers weak and unworthy. In the second part, Jesus underlines the remarkable intimacy between 

himself and his Father. Thirdly, we have the words of consolation mentioned above. Each of these three 

parts is worthy of close examination and contemplation but I’d like to focus on the first of those parts    

today.  

Jesus opens his prayer with the words, “I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven and of earth, for hiding these 

things from the learned and the clever and revealing them to mere children.” When Jesus talks of “these 

things” he is referring to the truths he has come to reveal, truths which are rejected by many, most       

especially the powerful and the self-righteous. The ‘children’ to whom he refers are those who don’t fall 

into either of these categories and who are thus open to his message of repentance and intimacy with 

God. Hopefully each of us can categorise ourselves thus.  

When celebrating baptisms I often make reference to the fact that children are very open to all that     

happens around them, soaking up the goings-on of the world like 

little sponges, eager to learn everything on offer to them and not 

possessing the scepticism and cynicism that we sadly tend to      

develop to varying degrees as we age. Jesus calls on us to be like 

children in this respect, eager to hear his voice in all circumstances 

but, unlike children, to respond maturely to him out of a sense of 

thanksgiving for what he has done for us. We are called to be like 

‘mere children’ therefore with regard to our openness; openness, in 

our case, to the voice of God. On the other hand, we are called to 

respond in a mature manner to God’s revelation, even when we find 

it challenging and difficult to comprehend. Such is the demeanour, 

and litmus test, of a true disciple of Christ. 
 

Wishing you a blessed week ahead, 

Fr Robert 

Saturday 08 July 

Saturday of Ordinary Time 13 
5:00pm 

Mass: Pat Openshaw 
           and pro populo            

Sunday 09 July 

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
NO MASS  

Monday 10 July 

Monday of Ordinary Time 14 
NO MASS  

Tuesday 11 July 

St Benedict, Abbot, Patron of Europe 
NO MASS  

Wednesday 12 July 

Wednesday of Ordinary Time 14 
9:30am Communion Service 

Thursday 13 July 

Thursday of Ordinary Time 14 
NO MASS  

Friday 14 July 

Friday of Ordinary Time 14 
NO MASS  

Saturday 15 July 

St Bonaventure, Bishop, Doctor 
5:00pm 

Mass:  Jack & Sheila Wilkinson 
           and pro populo 

The week ahead... 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 08 July 

Eucharistic Ministers  

John & Irene Carey 

Kevin Boyle 
 

Readers   

Angela Harmston 

Maria Griffiths 
 

Children’s Liturgy  

Maria Griffiths 

Carol Bainbridge 
 

Welcomers 

Pat Middleton 

Mary Kitching 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 15 July 

Eucharistic Ministers 

Jane Smith, Helen Musham, 

Wilf Lavery 
 

Readers  

Judith Bulmer 

Marie Pailey 
 

Children’s Liturgy  

Anne Davies 

Angela Harmston 
 

Welcomers 

Halina Holman 

Janet Harrigan 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION  
 

Gift Aid: £224        Loose Plate: £178 

Total: £402 
 

Mass Attendance: 122 
 

DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE 

CHARITY NUMBER 1143450 

Please remember in your prayers people who 
are sick and housebound in the parish…. 

Maureen McCrann, Teresa Parkin, 

Doreen Carroll, Dorothy Dowdle,       

Margaret Pouton, Pat Harrison, Olwyn 

Morris, Imelda Graham, Jim 

Patterson, Linda Carter, 

Tom Taylorson, Sylvia 

Kelly, Marie Carey, Mary 

Spears and Rose Crick. 

Special Collections  
This weekend we will take up a retiring collection for The 

Apostleship of the Sea. The funds go towards supporting 

some of the most exploited workers who work on ships    

transporting the goods we consume. The Lay Training 

Fund collection last weekend raised £141.60 and the    

Peter’s Pence collection raised £148.10. This weekend’s 

retiring collection will be our last special collection for a 

few weeks. As always, thank you for your generosity!  

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it emailed to you, 
please contact the parish via phone or email. Contact details are on the front 
of the bulletin. 
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SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St Bonaventure - 15 July 

Born in 1218 at Bagnoreigo, Bonaventure became a Franciscan in 1243 and studied philosophy and theology  
at the University of Paris. He became a famous teacher and philosopher, part of the extraordinary intellectual   

flowering of the 13th century. He was a friend and colleague of St Thomas Aquinas. 

At this time the friars were still a new and revolutionary force in the Church, and their radical embracing of    
poverty and rejection of institutional structures raised suspicion and opposition from many quarters.              
Bonaventure defended the Franciscan Order and, after he was elected general of the order in 1255, he ruled     

it with wisdom and prudence. He is regarded as the second founder of the Order. 

He declined the archbishopric of York in 1265 but was made cardinal bishop of Albano in 1273, dying a year 

later in 1274 at the Council of Lyons. 

Bonaventure wrote extensively on philosophy and theology and was declared a Doctor of the Church in 1588  

by Pope Sixtus V.  

(Information taken from Universalis) 

PLEASE PRAY FOR….those who suffer persecution, oppression and denial of human rights. With so much media 
coverage of recent terror attacks here in the UK, we can easily forget those throughout the world who suffer each day 
under the thumb of oppression and violence and who have no means to respond due to a denial of human rights. 

DID YOU KNOW…? 
...that the Apostleship of the Sea supports over 

a million seafarers each year in Britain alone? 
 

Next weekend we take up a retiring collection for 
the Apostleship of the Sea (AoS). The AoS       

operates throughout the world providing both   

spiritual and practical support for some of the 
world’s most exploited workers, working often in 

atrocious conditions without union support and 
away from loved ones for months at a time.   

Without their labour many of the material goods 

we purchase would not be available to us. Let us 
be generous with our own practical and prayerful 

support next weekend. 

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK” 

“Father, I long to be the kind of friend to whom 
others rush to share their most intimate and    
profound news. May I be blessed with the joy of 
experiencing such rich friendships. Let the      
foundation of my friendships always be the      
sharing of the joy you bring to us, the fulfilment of 
your promise. Open my eyes to the people around 
me so that I see them for the       
precious gifts that they really are.”  
 

Liz Kelly 

The Rosary: A Path into Prayer 

What’s going on…? 
Changes to Mass this week: Please note that I will be away all this 
week till Friday evening and so there will be no Masses throughout the 
week. There will be a Service of the Word with Communion on 
Wednesday at 9:30am. Thank you. 
 

Finchale Partnership: Event at Ushaw College: The nine parishes of 
the Finchale Partnership are holding our first partnership event at  
Ushaw on Sunday 23rd July. It is a chance for us to get to know each 
other and to pray together. The afternoon will start at 2:00pm and you 
are invited to bring a picnic, to join in games and activities for families, 
and to enjoy the grounds and the buildings at Ushaw.  There will be the 
chance to see several exhibitions in the college, including Secret Faith, 
a new exhibition of artefacts made by Catholics during the 16th-19th 
centuries, which could be concealed as Catholicism was illegal.  You 
can also join a guided tour (£5.00 per person) at 3:30pm, but please 
sign up on the sheet at the back of church, as there are limited places 
on the tours. The afternoon will conclude with Vespers (Evening    
Prayer) in St. Cuthbert’s Chapel at 5:00pm. Don’t miss out on the fun! 
 

Survey for Synod on Youth: In October 2018, the Synod of Bishops 
will gather in Rome to consider ‘Young People, Faith, and Vocational 
Discernment.’ In preparation for this, the Bishops of England and 
Wales would like to hear from young people and from those who are 
regularly in contact with them. If aged 13-29, please take part in the 
Mega Youth poll https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/parish-youth-poll. 
Parents, teachers, catechists, youth leaders please participate in the 
poll at https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/cymfed-yourview. 
 
 

Ordination: Please pray for Peter Stoddart who will be ordained to the 
priesthood at St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle, on Saturday, 22 July at 
11:00am. Pray too for more vocations to the priesthood and religious 
life. 
 

Strawberry Tea: Hosted by Liz and David at 2 West View, New    
Brancepeth on Sunday, 09 July, 3:00pm - 5:00pm. 10% of donations 
to local charities and St Catherine’s. All welcome. 
 

Outreach Event: A special outreach event in our diocese will take 
place on Friday 14th July in St Mary’s Cathedral from 7.30pm – 
9.30pm. During this outreach, volunteers will go out on the streets to 
invite people to come to a warm, welcoming Cathedral to light a can-
dle, say a prayer, have a chat and receive God’s mercy. Prayer before 
the Blessed Sacrament exposed will continue throughout the event. All 
are invited to come and pray during this time. Those who wish to go 
out onto the streets should attend a briefing meeting in the cathedral 
café at 6.45pm. Please come along and offer your support if you can.  
 

Missio (APF/Mill Hill Missionaries): The June quarterly collection   
amounted to £761.51. A big thank you to sponsors and contributors.  
 

Rosary Rally: At Minsteracres on Saturday, 12 August, from 
12:00noon till 4:00pm. Contact Minsteracres on 01434 673 248. 
 

Day of Reflection at Minsteracres: An ecumenical away-day on  
Saturday, 29 July. Details from Rev Rosemary Cox. Phone her on 

(0191) 373 1359 or rosemaryjcox@aol.com. 
 

Ushaw Moor Catholic Club: The Catholic Club is available for     
birthday parties and wedding anniversaries as well as receptions after 
weddings and funerals. For more information, phone 07519 672 570 
and, if need be, leave a message. 

 
 
 
 
 

Sports’ Day 
 

Thank you to all those who came to our Sports' Day on 
Monday, to encourage our children. Congratulations to 
St. Cuthbert’s House (Red Team), who scored the most 
points and well done to all those who took part. 
 

Small Acts of Kindness 
 

This week, instead of our usual statement to live by, we 
have been encouraging a greater awareness of the 
many opportunities that come our way, to carry 
out small acts of kindness.  The idea has its roots in the 
Random Acts of Kindness movement and the Little Way 
of St Thérèse of Lisieux.  
 

The week started with sharing John 13:34-35: "A new 
command I give you: Love one another, as I have loved 
you. By this everyone will know that you are my disci-
ples, if you love one another."  
 

The week ended with us looking at the life of St Thé-
rèse, an ordinary girl who became a saint by doing little 
things with great love.  
 

We then celebrated the efforts the children had 
made.  Some of these included, 'I said good morning to 
everyone.'  'I opened the door for my mam.' 'I helped 
the reception children at lunchtime.' 'I helped around 
the house and shared with my sisters.' 'I played with 
different people.' 
 

Reminder of Forthcoming Events  
(to which everyone is welcome!) 
 

Thursday 13 July – Music Concert at 
2:30pm. 
 

Wednesday 19 July – Year 6     
Leavers’ Assembly at 2:30pm. 
 

Thursday 20 July – End of Year 
Mass in St. Patrick’s Church at 
9:30am. 

SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Help Needed! 

CAN YOU spare some time to assist with our 

flower decorations in the church? Jennie, our 

indefatigable flower arranger, is in need of 

some help from time to time. No skills     

needed, just a desire to 

help! Please see Jennie   

at church or call her on      

378 0451 to discuss      

suitable times for helping.  

 

THANK YOU! 

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~ 

Pope’s Mission Statement for July: “That through our 

prayer and witness to the Gospel, our brothers and sisters 

who have distanced themselves from the faith may          

rediscover the merciful closeness of the Lord and the beauty 

of the Christian life.” 

Annual Day Retreat: A quiet day retreat for all Christians 

in DH7 will take place at Minsteracres on Saturday, 29 

July. Please bring a packed lunch. Tea and coffee provided. 

There will be a charge for the day. 

Prayer Group: Will meet the third Tuesday of each month 

9:30am - 10:00am in St John’s Church, Meadowfield.  

Next meeting is on 18 July. 

Bible Study: Meet each Friday at 2:00pm in St Andrew’s 

Church, Brandon. Tea and coffee beforehand. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/parish-youth-poll
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/cymfed-yourview

