The week ahead...
Saturday 09 December
Saturday of Advent 1

5:00pm

Sunday 10 December
Second Sunday of Advent

NO MASS

Monday 11 December
Monday of Advent 2

NO MASS

Tuesday 12 December
Tuesday of Advent 2

6:30pm

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

Mass: “A much-loved mother”
and pro populo

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ
Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School
Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (0191) 526 5131

Second Sunday of Advent

10 December, 2017

Mass: Marie & Tom Carey

“I am going to send my messenger before you.”

Wednesday 13 December
St Lucy, Virgin, Martyr

9:30am

Mass: Agnes & Billy Keenan

Thursday 14 December
St John of the Cross, Priest, Doctor

9:30am

Mass: McGough & Duffy families

Friday 15 December
Friday of Advent 2

7:00am

Mass: Bernard McGuay

Saturday 16 December
Saturday of Advent 2

5:00pm

Mass: Kathleen Caisley,
Teresa & Walter Drane
and pro populo

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment
MINISTRIES

MINISTRIES

Saturday 09 December

Saturday 16 December

Eucharistic Ministers
Pauline & Ambrose Burnside
Judith Bulmer

Eucharistic Ministers
Angela & Gordon Tosley
Angela Harmston

Readers
Angela Tosley
Ann Canavan

Readers
Claire Lavery
Margaret Purdom

Children’s Liturgy
Anne Davies
Angela Harmston

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Helen Riddles

Welcomers
Angela Harmston
Christine Tracey

Welcomers
Pat Middleton
Mary Kitching

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it emailed to you,
please contact the parish via phone or email. Contact details are on the front
of the bulletin.

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….
Mary GILLESPIE
Jane HOLMES
Thomas BURNS
Bernard SHARRATT

Please remember in your prayers people who
are sick and housebound in the parish….

Doreen Carroll, Margaret Pouton,

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION
Gift Aid: £216

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

Loose Plate: £165

TOTAL: £381
Mass Attendance: 143
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

Pat Harrison, Olwyn Morris,
Jim Patterson, Linda Carter,
Tom Taylorson,

Sylvia Kelly,
Mary Spears,
Rose Crick and
Maureen McCrann

IF YOU were asked to choose one of the four Evangelists to tell a story succinctly, you would not hesitate to
choose Mark over Matthew, Luke and John. It’s really a “no-brainer” as we say. Matthew and Luke begin their
Gospels with an account of the birth of Jesus before speaking of his ministry whilst John, different again, goes
back even further in time: “In the beginning was the Word…”. On the other hand, Mark, straight to the point,
begins his Gospel with the appearance of John the Baptist after a couple of short preliminary sentences. With
Mark, we skip the preliminary details and move straight to the action of John the Baptist preparing the world
for the coming of Jesus.
And John the Baptist is the central focus of the Gospel on this Second Sunday in Advent. Of course, it is true
to say that Jesus is always the focus of the Gospel but John takes centre stage this weekend.
John is portrayed as a striking figure on many counts. We hear, first of all, that he appears not in the city of
Jerusalem or even in a village – he appears in the wilderness, the desert. Right from the beginning John
radiates asceticism, in contrast perhaps to the lifestyles of many others. This asceticism is underlined by his
appearance and manner of living for we hear that “John wore a garment of camel -skin, and he lived on
locusts and wild honey.” John is not expecting others to imitate his appearance or lifestyle however; after all,
Jesus himself did not live as an ascetic. John’s role was to proclaim a message and his appearance and
lifestyle were a means of conveying his message.
And what was this message? To be baptised, be repentant and have your sins forgiven. It is in doing this that
we are prepared for the coming of Jesus.
As always with scriptural figures and their prophetic messages, such words are not restricted to any specific
time or place. John’s words ought to resonate with us today, especially during this season when we focus on
the advent, or coming, of Jesus. We live in the time between the first and final comings of Jesus but this does
not mean that Jesus is not present with us now. The message of John the Baptist is that we can have an
intimacy with Jesus, have him coming into our life here and now, if we “prepare the way”. And we do this
primarily through an acknowledgment of our sinfulness and asking for
God’s forgiveness for our sins.
Though Advent is not a season of repentance like Lent, it is always
important to reflect on our lives and how God is a part of our day-to-day
living. If we don’t feel that God is close to us then it is important to
ascertain why. The reason is usually that we have moved away from God,
and sin is usually a substantial part of that reason.
Let us welcome with joy the truth that God wants intimacy with us, that we
want intimacy with God and heed the call of John the Baptist, the one who
shows us how to “prepare the way” for the advent of Jesus into our lives.
Wishing you a blessed week ahead,
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
Advent: Be Prepared! As always there are opportunities to make
Advent a truly meaningful season. One opportunity which is on offer
here in the parish is on Friday afternoons, (see page opposite). If you
are not able to make this, why not consult the diocesan website for the
Advent: Be Prepared! resources which you can utilise at your leisure.
Go to the diocesan homepage to download at www.rcdhn.org.uk.

Catholic Schools: Do you support Catholic schools and the right of
Catholics to send their children to them? Then we need you to make
your voice heard.
The Government is making a critical decision on whether to overturn
the admissions cap which prevents Catholic schools from allowing all
Catholic pupils to attend. They have acknowledged that this policy
Christmas Tree Baubles: This year baubles for the Christmas tree on discriminates against Catholics and promised to abandon it, now we
need you to tell them not to U-turn on their promise to Catholics.
the sanctuary will be sold for £1 each at the back of the church.
Attached to each bauble is a tag on write you can write the name of a Visit http://catholicnews.org.uk/ or search for ‘Catholic Education’ in
deceased loved one, or someone who you simply want to remember at your search engine to write to the Government and urge them to drop
Christmas, which will then be placed on the tree. Monies raised will go their policy which bans new Catholic schools.
towards some gifts that the children at our school will distribute to the
Partnership Matters: The latest edition of the bi-monthly Partnership
residents of Brandon Lodge, Rushyfield and The Orchards as well as Matters news update is now available on the front page of the diocesan
to our parishioners who are housebound.
website (www.rcdhn.org.uk). It includes items on engaging young
people in partnerships, being a welcoming community and feedback
Advent Alms: A retiring collection will take place next Saturday for
from a recent meeting of partnership chairs and much more.
Advent Alms. Proceeds from this collection go to St Cuthbert’s Care,
Contributions of news items from Partnerships are always welcome.
a very worthy cause.

Vacancies: The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following
vacancies:
Parish Secretary: St Robert, Morpeth 16 hours per week. Closing
date: 11 December.
Advent service for the Finchale Partnership: Our Advent service will Administration Assistant: St Mary, Sunderland 4 hours per week.
be based on the theme of the Jesse tree, and every church in the
Closing date: 12 December.
partnership will be preparing some of the leaves for the tree during the For further information and details of how to apply please visit our
first weeks of Advent. We will bring all the leaves together at a service website www.rcdhn.org.uk or feel free to contact us on 0191 243 3301
on Sunday 17 December at 4.00pm, at St. Cuthbert's, Durham.
or human.resources@diocesehn.org.uk.
Christmas Flowers: A plate is at the back of the church for donations
towards the Christmas altar flowers. All donations, however small, will
be appreciated. Thank you!

SCHOOL NEWS
Statement to Live By
Our statement this week was, ‘I try to love others as I love
myself.’ We prayed for those living in poverty, in places of
unrest and for refugees.
Lighting of the Advent Wreath
This week, Grace will lead us in the reflection and Belladoune
will light the candle on the Advent wreath.
Infant Liturgy and Penitential Service
On Wednesday afternoon, our youngest pupils took part in a
liturgy in school. They reflected on their experiences of
waiting, as part of their Advent preparations.
Years 5 and 6 attended Mass in church on Thursday morning
and then took part in a Penitential Service.
Thank you to Father Robert, for leading us in these
celebrations.
‘Youth Friday’
£74.00 was raised in support of Youth Friday and the work of
the Youth Ministry Team. These funds will be given to the
team, during a Mass at St. Mary's Cathedral, Newcastle, later
in the academic year.
FOSPA
Our friends of the school have recently provided Class 4 with
a set of Bee-bots. These are small programmable toys and
will support our youngest pupils in their ICT work.
School Choir
Our school choir will be visiting the local nursing homes on the
morning of Monday 18 December. The children will take along
gifts for the residents, purchased with monies raised by our
parishioners, from the sales of Christmas baubles.
The choir will also be singing carols inside Tesco store in
Langley Moor, on the morning of Tuesday
19 December.
Diary Dates
Whole School Carol Service in church on
Monday 18 December @ 2:30 pm
(followed by refreshments)
Carols by Candlelight in school
on Friday 22 December @ 2:30 pm

SAINT OF THE WEEK
St Lucy - 13 December
Lucy was martyred in Syracuse, Sicily, probably during the persecution of the Roman emperor Diocletian,
which began in 303. Devotion to her spread rapidly across practically the whole Church and her name is
included in the Roman Canon of the Mass (the First Eucharistic Prayer), one of the eight female saints
mentioned.
Legend has it that Lucy was accused by a disappointed pagan suitor of being a Christian and so she was
martyred. This most likely happened in the year 304. It was said that Lucy was born in 283 to noble
parents, her father dying when she was about five years of age. Lucy pledged her virginity to God and
expected to give her dowry to the poor, hence her rejection of the husband her mother chose for her.
Lucy is usually depicted in art as carrying two eyes on a tray, indicating either the manner in which she
was tortured before her death (having her eyes gouged out) or that she did this herself in order to avoid
marriage because of her confronting appearance.
(Information taken from Universalis and Wikipedia)

Christmas Mass Times
Saturday, 23 December - 5:00pm
(Fourth Sunday of Advent)
Sunday, 24 December - 5:00pm
(Christmas Vigil)
Monday, 25 December - 10:00am
(Christmas Day)
Tuesday, 26 December - 9:30am
(St Stephen’s Day)

DID YOU KNOW…?
...that the second candle to be lit on the
Advent wreath is often referred to as the
Bethlehem Candle?
The Second Candle symbolises faith and
invites us to reflect on the faith of Mary and
Joseph as they travelled to Bethlehem, not
knowing what lay in store in the immediate
or more distant future. Bethlehem means
‘House of Bread’.

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

BIBLE STUDIES
The Churches Together prayer group will meet on
the Tuesday of every third week in the winter
months in St Patrick's Presbytery, 9:30am to
10:00am. Next meeting: 19 December.
Also, it is St Patrick’s turn to host
the Advent Course. It will run for
four Fridays from 2:00 - 4:00pm.
The next meeting is this Friday,
01 December. All welcome!

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
“God is like a lover who loves and whose love is not
returned. So he has to wait, and he waits for a
change of heart in his beloved. He waits, and he
does not force, because to force would be to violate
the law of love. He waits until the strength of his
love begins to dawn on the one whom he loves and
who is not yet able to return it….hoping that the
beloved will begin to open his eyes
and ears to what God has done.
Cardinal Basil Hume OSB (1923-1999)
Former Archbishop of Westminster
From A Turning to God

PLEASE PRAY FOR… the family and godparents of Maddison HURST who will be baptised
here at St Patrick’s tomorrow, Sunday, 10 December. Please pray too for Andrew BARRON and
Jessica COAD who will be married here next Saturday, 16 December, at 12:00noon.

