The week ahead...
Saturday 10 February
Vigil Mass for 6th Sunday of the Year

5:00pm

Sunday 11 February
6th Sunday of the Year

NO MASS

Monday 12 February
Monday of Ordinary Time 6

NO MASS

Tuesday 13 February
Tuesday of Ordinary Time 6

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

Mass: James & Mary Reynolds
and pro populo

Mass: Marie Carey

9:30am

Mass: Walter Staff

7:00pm

Mass: Kathleen Caisley

Thursday 15 February
Thursday after Ash Wednesday

9:30am

Mass: John Hall

Friday 16 February
Friday after Ash Wednesday

7:00am

Mass: Harold & Walter Tonge

Saturday 17 February
Vigil Mass for First Sunday of Lent

5:00pm

Mass: McGough & Duffy families
and pro populo

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment
MINISTRIES

Saturday 10 February

Saturday 17 February

Eucharistic Ministers
Malcolm & Teresa Wass
Andrew Aberdeen

Eucharistic Ministers
Irene & John Carey
Kevin Boyle

Readers
Angela Tosley
Marie Paily

Readers
Claire Lavery
Margaret Purdom

Children’s Liturgy
Anne Davies
Angela Harmston

Children’s Liturgy
Anne Davies
Angela Harmston

Welcomers
Pat Middleton
Mary Kitching

Welcomers
Halina Holman
Janet Harrigan

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION
Gift Aid: £209

Loose Plate: £201

TOTAL: £410
Mass Attendance: 148
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it emailed to you,
please contact the parish via phone or email. Contact details are on the front
of the bulletin. Items need to be submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday.

The Sixth Sunday

MINISTRIES

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ
Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School: Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (0191) 526 5131

6:30pm

Wednesday 14 February
Ash Wednesday

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….
James & Mary REYNOLDS
Walter STAFF
Agnes CAIRNS
Jeannie SPENCE

Catherine HUXLEY
Thomas COATES
Michael JONES
Please remember in your prayers those who
are sick and housebound in our parish….

Maureen McCrann, Doreen Carroll,
Margaret Pouton, Pat Harrison,
Tom Taylorson,
Sylvia Kelly,
Mary Spears and
Rose Crick

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time

11 February, 2018

“Of course I want to!”
IT IS HARD TO BELIEVE that we are still working our way through the first chapter of Mark’s Gospel. We have
over the past few weeks witnessed Jesus calling his first disciples, teach in the synagogue in Capernaum and
cleanse a man possessed by an unclean spirit, heal Peter’s mother-in-law and many others who were brought to
him and then take his ministry to other places in the region of Galilee.
In this final Sunday before we commence the great season of Lent, we come to the end of the first chapter of Mark.
It seems that we are witnessing just another healing by Jesus. Nothing remarkable, we might think. A sick person
comes to Jesus and he heals them – fantastic, but we’ve seen it all before! Yet more is going on here than just
another healing miracle by Jesus. This weekend we are afforded a unique insight into the loving and merciful
nature of Jesus that will hopefully benefit us as we begin Lent and reflect more deeply on how we live as disciples
of Jesus.
The first remarkable aspect of the healing miracle today is the nature of the victim’s affliction: he is a leper. For this
very reason he should be nowhere near Jesus. Lepers in the time of Jesus were very much isolated from the
general population, including their own families. Though this sounds cruel, such was the dread of leprosy that it
made a lot of sense to isolate sufferers from the healthy populace in order to minimise the risk of spreading this
terrible illness. Though the lepers were enduring a “living death”, their families also suffered similarly, especially if
the victims were men, since this meant the wives and children endured appalling poverty, dependent as they were
upon the man for the provision of the family needs.
Yet this leper, desperate to be healed, comes right up to Jesus, on his knees. He’s uncertain about the response
he will get from Jesus and so his request is addressed in rather hesitant and timid terms: “If you want to, you can
cure me.” And the response from Jesus is perhaps the most touching in all the Gospels: “Of course I want to! Be
cured!” And so he was.
But not without Jesus doing something quite unheard of – reaching out and touching the leper. Not only did Jesus
risk contagion (as was understood of leprosy at the time) but he was making himself ritually unclean and so
isolating himself from his own religious community. In essence, Jesus was putting himself in place of the leper,
experiencing what the leper had been experiencing for some time. Yet it was only by doing this that the leper could
be healed.
Sound familiar? Surely this manner of reflecting on the Gospel helps us see
parallels with the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus? It was only by
becoming like us that we could be healed of our sinfulness and so inherit the
promise of eternal life. That Jesus did this is indicative of the loving mercy of our
God.
May we carry this moving image of Our Lord with us as we begin our Lenten
journey. As we reflect on our shortcomings as disciples of Jesus, let us have the
humility of the leper and appeal to Jesus, “If you want to, you can cure me!”
knowing with confidence that his response will be “Of course I want to! Be
cured!”
Wishing you a blessed week ahead,
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
Ash Wednesday: Ash Wednesday is just a few days away on 14
February. Though not a holyday of obligation, many people like to mark
the beginning of this penitential season by coming to Mass. Like last
year, there will be two Masses celebrated on this day: 9:30am and
7:00pm. A reminder that Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting and
abstinence or other act of self-denial.

Gathering after Mass last week: As always, thank you to the kind,
generous and hard-working volunteers who helped make last
weekend’s fellowship gathering such a success!
CAFOD Family Fast Day: This is scheduled for Friday, 23 February.
Next Saturday, our parish CAFOD representative, Tricia Whitfield, will
speak at the end of Mass about the Family Fast Day and how to contribute to CAFOD’s great work.

“Walk With Me” Lenten booklets: There are still a few of these daily
prayer booklets for Lent available for purchase at the rear of the church The Finchale Partnership: Development Plan: Our Partnership was
for £1.00 each. Get in quick!
set up at Pentecost 2017, and we have made good progress in getting
Lenten Study Group: See page opposite for an opportunity to be a
to know each other and starting to work together. But it's important that
part of a weekly Lenten study group, beginning Friday, 23 February. we agree what our priorities are, so that the Partnership takes forward
the right things to support and build the church across our nine
Stations of the Cross: We will be conducting the Stations of the
parishes. The Partnership Development Group (PDG) have drafted a
Cross during Lent as usual on Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm,
beginning on 21 February. This will be followed by an opportunity for development plan, but we need your views on whether we have
included the right things, and we need you to get involved with taking
Reconciliation.
forward all that needs to be done. Let us have your views by attending
St Patrick's Social Committee - Social Night: There will be a social the open meeting at St. Leonard's School on Thursday 22 February
night on Friday 09 March at 7:30pm at The Royal British Legion,
at 7:00pm, speaking to Fr Robert, or emailing the PDG secretary,
Meadowfield. Tickets are on sale from this weekend, £2.50 each and
Margaret Doyle, at margaretdoyle1066@sky.com. Sign-up sheet at
raffle tickets will be on sale after Mass from next Saturday. Any
the rear of church. The full draft development plan can be viewed at
donations for raffle prizes will be most gratefully received. All money
the back of church or on our Partnership webpages, hosted at http://
raised will support the Spring party for senior citizens later in the year. www.stcuthberts-durham.org.uk/the-finchale-partnership/partnershipPlease see Irene, Angela or Judith.
development-plan.
SURVIVE-MIVA Appeal on 10 February: SURVIVE-MIVA (UK
Women’s World Day of Prayer: Will be held this year on Friday, 02
Registered Charity No. 268745) is a Catholic lay Association, based in March and the theme is “All God’s creation is very good!” The day will
Liverpool and founded in 1974, which provides grants to fund essential be held at St Andrew’s Methodist Church, Brandon. There will be
transport for health outreach work in isolated rural areas, and for the
three preliminary meetings at 10:00am on 13, 20 and 27 February at
Church’s pastoral care in places of difficult access, across Africa, Asia St Andrew’s. See flyer on noticeboard. All are welcome!
and Latin America. We will hear from a representative and a retiring
collection will be taken up this weekend. Find out more at
www.survive-miva.org and see the flyer on the noticeboard.

SCHOOL NEWS
Infants Liturgy
Thank you to all those who attended the liturgy, led by
our children in Reception and Years 1 and 2, on
Thursday afternoon.

The Good Shepherd Celebration – Wednesday 07
February
Mrs Rogers, along with our Head Boy and Head Girl,
Edward and Grace, attended a celebration at St. Mary’s
Cathedral in Newcastle on Wednesday 07 February.
The Youth Ministry Team led the celebration and each
school gave the monies they had raised on Youth Friday,
to support the work of the team.
Appointment
We are delighted to announce that Katie Stephenson
(currently teaching Years 5 and 6) has been appointed on
a permanent basis. She will continue to teach this class
for the rest of the year.
Mrs Finkle will teach Year 1 and 2 until a new deputy is
in post.
Mrs Rogers
Mrs Rogers left us at the end of this half term. We wish
her every success in her new post, of Head of School in
West Yorkshire.
Half Term
School closed on Thursday of this week
for the half-term break and re-opens
on Monday 19 February 2018. We wish
all of our families a lovely half -term
break.

SAINTS OF THE WEEK
The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order - 17 February

In the early thirteenth century, seven young Florentines formed a confraternity of laymen devoted to
the praise of Mary. In 1233, after a vision on the feast of the
Assumption, they took up the life of hermits on Monte Senario
outside Florence. They went preaching through the whole of
Tuscany and founded the order of the Servants of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, known as the Servites, whose
foundation was approved by the Pope in 1304. Their feast is
celebrated today because one of the seven founders, Saint
Alexis Falconieri, died on 17 February, 1310.
(Information taken from Universalis)

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

Lenten Study Group

PRAYER GROUP & BIBLE STUDY

The York Lenten Course is being offered
each Friday at 2:00pm beginning on 23
February at St Andrew’s Methodist,
Brandon and concluding on 23 March for a
total of five sessions. The course booklets will
be available to purchase at a
small cost on attendance at
the first session.
All welcome!

The Churches Together prayer group will
meet in St Patrick's Presbytery on Tuesday,
20 February from 9:30am to 10:00am.

DID YOU KNOW…?

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”

...that the placing of ashes on the forehead for
Ash Wednesday is reflective of ancient
practices indicating repentance?

We come across many examples of this in the Old
Testament. For example, when Jonah proclaimed
repentance or disaster to the inhabitants of
Nineveh, the king sat in ashes (Jonah 3:6).
Mordecai and his fellow Jews
sprinkle themselves with ashes
when they learns of the king’s
plans to annihilate them (Esther
4:1-3). Job also repents this way
(Job 42:6). See also Daniel 9:3.

The next Bible study will be at
St Andrew’s Methodist on
Monday, 12 February,
3:30 - 4:45pm.
ALL WELCOME!

“Repent, and believe in the Gospel.”

(Words said during the placing of the ashes on
the forehead of believers during
the Ash Wednesday Mass)

PLEASE PRAY…for the following intentions over the next few days leading up to Lent, as requested by Bishop Séamus:
Peace on Earth; Christian Unity; The Sick and Those Who Care for Them; Victims of Trafficking and Those who Work to Combat
it; the Unemployed. Lord, hear our prayer…...

