The week ahead...
Saturday 10 March
Vigil Mass for Fourth Sunday of Lent

5:00pm

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

Mass: Victoria & Nathan
and pro populo

Monday 12 March
Monday of Lent 4

NO MASS

Tuesday 13 March
Tuesday of Lent 4

6:30pm

Mass: Fr David Bingham

Wednesday 14 March
Wednesday of Lent 4

9:30am

Mass: Vida Ramm

Thursday 15 March
Thursday of Lent 4

9:30am

Mass: Sarah Healey

Friday 16 March
Friday of Lent 4

7:00am

Mass: Private Intention

Saturday 17 March
St Patrick, Apostle of Ireland,
Parish Patron

9:30am

Mass: Private Intention

Saturday 17 March
Vigil Mass for Fifth Sunday of Lent

5:00pm

Mass: McGough & Duffy families
and pro populo

Saturday 10 March

Saturday 17 March

Eucharistic Ministers
Angela & Gordon Tosley
Angela Harmston

Eucharistic Ministers
Teresa & Malcolm Wass
Andrew Aberdeen

Readers
Angela Harmston
Judith Bulmer

Readers
Marie Paily
Angela Harmston

Children’s Liturgy
Anne Davies
Michelle Dennis

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Michelle Dennis

Welcomers
Pat Middleton
Mary Kitching

Welcomers
Halina Holman
Janet Harrigan

Music
Richard Openshaw & Choir

Music
Joe Lennox, Greg Mearman
& Choir

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION
Gift Aid: £160

Loose Plate: £141

TOTAL: £301
Mass Attendance: 110
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

The Fourth Sunday of Lent

NO MASS

MINISTRIES

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ
Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School: Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (0191) 526 5131

Sunday 11 March
Fourth Sunday of Lent

MINISTRIES

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it emailed to you,
please contact the parish via phone or email. Contact details are on the front
of the bulletin. Items need to be submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday.

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….

Theresa ALLCHURCH
Hilda CONDRON
Jenny TUMILTY
Norma Mary CUMMINGS

Please remember in your prayers those who
are sick and housebound in our parish….

Pat Harrison, Sylvia Kelly,
Mary Spears,
Rose Crick,
Maureen McCrann,
Doreen Carroll and
Margaret Pouton

Fourth Sunday of Lent

11 March, 2018

“Yes, God loved the world so much...”
WE HAVE BEFORE US in the Gospel this weekend one of the most famous verses from the Christian scriptures, John
3:16:
Yes, God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not be lost
but may have eternal life.
It is no surprise that this verse is famous for it neatly sums up the whole Christian mystery in about thirty words: God
loved his creation; he wanted to redeem what was condemned to death; he sent his Son into the world for this purpose
and so those who embrace his saving act will be redeemed.
Notice how the verse begins, however. It begins with an affirmation, a simple “Yes”. And what is being affirmed? God’s
love for the world, most especially the pinnacle of his creation, humanity.
Having said that, perhaps the idea of God loving the whole world is a little too impersonal for the statement to have a
profound impact on us as individuals. It’s akin to someone saying that they love all their family and friends but not taking
the trouble to speak to you personally to enable you to embrace the sentiment. One way to understand God’s love for
each of us that I find helpful is to grasp the concept (and reality) that God loves each of us as if each of us was the only
one on earth to love. A variation on this approach is to take the John 3:16 verse and personalise it, replacing the phrases
“the world” and “everyone who believes in him” with our name. Whilst such an understanding helps us appreciate God’s
love more fully, we must be careful that we don’t allow this to lead us to self-centredness which means we dwell on God’s
love for us individually but fail to reach out to others in love as Jesus did.

And to reach out in love like Jesus can be risky. We can never be sure of the response we will get, especially if the
person we reach out to has hurt us in the past or is a stranger. Yet, the words of John 3:16 tell us that this is a risk that
God took through sending his Son into the world. When we consider the disobedience and indifference of God’s people
throughout history, and ourselves here and now, it could only have been unconditional love that motivated God to reach
out to all creation in order to set them free from death.
As it was for God, so may it be for us. Though we may get a negative response from reaching out to another in love, we
may equally be pleasantly surprised by a positive response. We have an example in our First Reading today of the
pagan king of Persia, Cyrus, doing God’s work by ordering the building of the
Temple in Jerusalem and ultimately releasing the Jews from captivity in
Babylon. God can and does work through those whom we would think the
least likely vehicles of his grace.
As we come to the halfway point in our Lenten journey, let us take some time
during the remainder of this graced time to reflect on our willingness, or lack
thereof, to reach out to others in love as God has reached out to us. It is a risk
worth taking for in doing so we may help bring another to the joy of a life lived
in Christ.
Wishing you continued Lenten graces,
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
Gathering after Mass: Our monthly gathering after Mass is on this
weekend after last week’s postponement. Please come along to the
school hall after Mass for refreshments and fellowship. Everyone is
welcome!
Mothers’ Day: A happy Mothers’ Day to all mothers of the parish this
weekend! Let us pray that we will continue to show our appreciation for
all that they do—not just our own mothers but all mothers who
contribute so valuably to our well-being on a broader scale, usually
without recognition or fanfare. Let us remember in a special way too at
Mass this weekend, all of our dearly departed mothers.

Missio A.P.F./Mill Hill Quarterly Contributions: Sponsors will collect
Brown Envelopes and Red Box donations during the first 2/3 weeks of
this March. Your contributions help religious and lay missionaries
support the Church where it is new, young or poor so that the Good
News may be shared with all people. If you are a UK tax payer and
wish for a Gift Aid form, Missio will receive an extra 25p for every £1
you give.

First Communion candidates: This weekend we will once again
welcome the candidates and their families from our parish school who
are continuing their preparation to receive their First Holy Communion
in June. Please continue to hold them in prayer. There will be no
preparation session in April due to the Easter celebrations. The next
session will be on 05 May.

St Patrick’s Day Mass: This year, the feast of St Patrick, our parish
patron saint, falls on a Saturday. This means that there will be a Mass
in the morning at 9:30am, 17 March, our usual weekday morning Mass
time. Because it is our parish feast day, we will be having some
fellowship in the school hall after the Mass. Please come along to give
thanks to our patron for his prayers!

Stations of the Cross: We are conducting the Stations of the Cross
during Lent as usual on Wednesday evenings at 7:00. This is
followed by an opportunity for Reconciliation.

Women's World Day of Prayer: Rescheduled for Friday, 16 March at
St. Andrew’s Church, Brandon. Coffee and tea at 10:00am followed by
service at 10:30am. Join women from churches in this area to pray,
meet, and chat together. All are welcome!

Partnership Reconciliation Service: There will be an opportunity to
celebrate Reconciliation at a service to be held at St Joseph’s, Ushaw Holy Week Service Times: Please note on page three opposite the
Moor on Thursday, 15 March at 7:00pm. All welcome!
times of the various Holy Week Masses and services. More details
Minutes of Parish Pastoral Council meeting: The minutes of the last soon to come.
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) meeting, held on 07 February, are now
posted on the noticeboard. If you wish to have an emailed version,
please see Fr Robert. The next meeting of the PPC will be the Annual
General Meeting and will be held on Wednesday, 02 May at 7:00pm.
All parishioners are encouraged to come to this meeting.

CAFOD Family Fast Day: Last weekend we raised £175.50 to add to
the £423.00 we collected the previous week. You are welcome to place
your envelope on the collection plate this weekend if you were unable

SCHOOL NEWS
Statement to Live by
This week’s statement was, ‘I co-operate with others, in
work and play’. We shared a reading from one of St
Paul’s letters about how to live in a harmonious
community.
World Book Day
We celebrated World Book Day on Wednesday of this
week (delayed because of the snow last week). The
theme was the Mr Men and Little Miss books by Roger
Hargreaves. The children had a great day, dressing-up
and taking part in a range of fun, literacy-based
activities. Father Robert judged the costumes and the
names of winners were: Class 1 Izaak; Class 2 Christina;
Class 3 Alfie and Class 4 Laura.
Mothers’ Day Liturgy – Friday 09 March
Reception class led a Mothers’ Day Liturgy in the school
hall on Friday of this week.
Dates for your Diary
Wednesday, 14 March @ 9:30am: Mass in church
with Reception, Year 1 & Year 2
Thursday, 15 March @ 9:30am: Mass in church with
Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 followed by Reconciliation with Years 4,
5&6
Thursday, 29 March @ 9:15am:
Stations of the Cross in the School Hall
with the whole school with
refreshments to follow. As always, everyone is welcome!

SAINT OF THE WEEK

to do so last weekend. We will close the collection next weekend so
that we can send the collection to CAFOD for its important work. More
news next weekend on the Lenten Alms collection to be held shortly.

Blessed John Anne (Amias) - 15 March

It is hard to know who he was. He may have been John Amias, born at Wakefield in Yorkshire: on his wife’s death
he divided his property among his children and left for the Continent to become a priest. In this case the name
“Anne” would be an alias. But equally he may have been William Anne, the youngest son of John and Katherine
Anne, of Frickley near Wakefield.
In any case, on 22 June 1580, a widower calling himself “John Amias” entered the English College at Rheims to
study for the priesthood. He was ordained a priest in Rheims on 25 March 1581 and on 05 June he set out for
Paris and then England, as a missionary, in the company of another priest, Edmund Sykes. Little is known of his
missionary life. Towards the end of 1588 he was arrested in Lancashire and imprisoned in York Castle. He was
hanged, drawn and quartered outside York on 16 March 1589 along with another priest. Both were beatified on
15 December,1929.
(Information taken from Universalis)

Holy Week Schedule

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

Thursday, 29 March: Mass of the Lord’s Supper
@ 6:30pm

PRAYER GROUP & BIBLE STUDY

Friday, 30 March: Stations of the Cross @
10:00am

Friday, 30 March: Celebration of the Lord’s
Passion @ 3:00pm
Saturday, 31 March: Easter Vigil
Mass @ 5:00pm

Sunday: 01 April: Easter Sunday
Mass @ 10:00am

DID YOU KNOW…?
...that there are three sacraments of initiation
in our Catholic tradition?
Baptism, of course, is always the first sacrament
of initiation, be a person baptised as an infant or
an adult. In the Latin Church (Roman Catholic),
the next sacrament of initiation is usually
Eucharist, followed by Confirmation, though these
two sacraments can be received in reverse order,
as happens when an adult is initiated at the Easter
Vigil. The Eastern Catholic Churches have
different traditions such as confirming at Baptism.
Either way, the prominence of Baptism is evident
in all Christian traditions: Catholic, Orthodox and
Protestant.

The next Churches Together prayer group
will meet in St Patrick's Presbytery on
Tuesday, 20 March, 9:30 - 10:00am.
The next Bible study will be at
St Andrew’s Methodist on
Monday, 12 March, from
3:30pm to 4:45pm.
ALL WELCOME!

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
“But most times, conversions are a slow
turning toward the light, like a morning
glory opening her petals to the warm sun.
Either way, whether we are blinded by the
light or turning slowly toward it, the light
can change us forever.”
Karen Beattie
From 2018: A Book of
Grace-Filled Days

CONGRATULATIONS…to the family and friends of Mollie-Rose HARRIETTE on the
occasion of her baptism here at St Patrick’s last weekend. Please keep Mollie-Rose and her family in
your prayers as we live out our commitment to support this new member of our parish family!

