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“Courage! It is I! Do not be afraid.” 

OUR GOSPEL this weekend, relating to us the story of Jesus calming the storm on the Sea of Galilee and walking on 

the water, follows on immediately from the miracle of the loaves and fishes, the Gospel text we would have heard last 

weekend had not the Feast of the Transfiguration interrupted our normal reading schedule. There is no need for me 

to summarise the miracle of the loaves and fishes as it is so well known, appearing in the four Gospels a total of six 

times – the most often mentioned of all of Jesus’ miracles. Reading directly from the Bible this weekend’s Gospel, 

referencing the miracle of the loaves and fishes, begins with the words “Directly after this [miracle] Jesus made the 

disciples get into the boat…” Following the time that Jesus and the disciples spent together (along with thousands of 

others!) for the miracle of the loaves and fishes, they now separate. Jesus sends the crowds away and goes “up into 

the hills” to pray to his heavenly Father, whilst the disciples travel across to the other side of the lake. It is there that 

the disciples, during the turmoil of a storm on the lake, witness Jesus walking towards them on the water.  

One of the struggles we have with some of the more famous incidents from scripture is that we can easily be         

distracted and miss something meaningful. This weekend’s gospel is a clear example of this phenomenon. The      

incident of Jesus walking on the water is so well known that “walking on water” has become a popular phrase, used to 

highlight the extraordinary talents of a person; someone who is particularly gifted and has attracted the admiration of 

so many can be said to be one who “can walk on water.” Their abilities make them god-like in the eyes of others. On 

the flipside, of course, it can be used as a term of derision for those who simply believe themselves to be especially 

important, powerful or gifted. Either way, the familiarity of the phrase can blind us to the meaning that is contained in 

the text. In this weekend’s gospel the miracle of Jesus walking on the water is a vehicle used to highlight the          

importance of faith.  

The boat in the gospel is a representation of the Church. Picture the scene: the disciples are there in the boat, battling 

a storm, struggling to keep afloat. Jesus is nowhere to be seen. In the first few centuries of the Christian era, this   

experience of the Church being beset by hostile forces was not an unfamiliar one, and indeed it is not unfamiliar in 

this day and age. But the key point is that though the disciples were separated from Jesus physically, he was still 

watching over them and caring for them. He knew where they were and the struggles they were experiencing. His 

words, which form the title of this little reflection, were of comfort and 

peace.  

But Peter was still not convinced. He wants to test if it is Jesus who is 

coming towards the boat. He walks on the water himself but as soon as he 

feels the wind rise up once more, he sinks. It is interesting to note that 

though Peter had doubts about the identity of the figure walking on the 

lake initially, as soon as he begins to sink he has no trouble identifying the 

figure as Jesus and cries out, “Lord! Save me!”  

It is up to us to do our best to cultivate an ongoing relationship with Jesus 

at all times in our life. May we not only seek to find him when we are being 

buffeted by the storms of life and are sinking, but acknowledge his       

constant loving presence, watching over us, encouraging us and telling us 

that we need not fear. 

 

Wishing you a blessed week ahead, 

Fr Robert 

Saturday 12 August 

Saturday of Ordinary Time 18 
5:00pm 

Mass: Pauline Pepper 
           and pro populo            

Sunday 13 August 

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
NO MASS  

Monday 14 August 

St Maximilian Kolbe, Priest, Martyr 
NO MASS  

Tuesday 15 August 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Holyday of Obligation 

9:30am 

6:30pm 

Mass: Private Intention 

Mass: Margo Kelly (Rec Dec.) 

Wednesday 16 August 

Wednesday of Ordinary Time 19 
9:30am Mass: Pat Curran 

Thursday 17 August 

Thursday of Ordinary Time 19 
9:30am Mass: Kathleen Caisley 

Friday 18 August 

Friday of Ordinary Time 19 
7:00am Mass: Private Intention 

Saturday 19 August 

Saturday of Ordinary Time 19 
5:00pm 

Mass:  Ray, Bridie & Bernadette  
            Winnard and pro populo 

The week ahead... 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 12 August 

Eucharistic Ministers  

Irene & John Carey 

Kevin Boyle 
 

Readers   

Maria Griffiths 

Angela Harmston 
 

Children’s Liturgy  

(In recess during the summer 

holidays) 
 

Welcomers 

Halina Holman 

Janet Harrigan 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 19 August 

Eucharistic Ministers 

Helen Musham, Jane Smith 

Wilf Lavery 
 

Readers  

Marie Pailey 

Judith Bulmer 
 

Children’s Liturgy  

(In recess during the summer 

holidays) 
 

Welcomers 

Paul & Anne Kelly 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION  
 

Gift Aid: £276        Loose Plate: £203 

Total: £479 
 

Mass Attendance: 135 
 

DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE 

CHARITY NUMBER 1143450 

Please remember in your prayers people who 
are sick and housebound in the parish…. 

Tom Taylorson, Sylvia Kelly, Marie 

Carey, Mary Spears, Rose Crick, 

Maureen McCrann, Teresa Parkin, 

Doreen Carroll, Dorothy Dowdle,   

Margaret Pouton, Pat       

Harrison, Olwyn Morris, 

Jim Patterson and Linda 

Carter. 

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it emailed to you, 
please contact the parish via phone or email. Contact details are on the front 
of the bulletin. 
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We pray for our beloved deceased, including…. 

Imelda GRAHAM (Recently Deceased) 

John HOWARTH (Recently Deceased) 

Joseph CONDRON 

Marie MORAN 

Teresa MORAN 



SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St Maximilian Kolbe - 14 August 

Maximilian was born on 08 January 1894 in occupied Poland. He joined the Franciscans in Lwów in 1910 
and was ordained in 1918. He founded a newspaper, and a sodality called the Knights of Mary           
Immaculate, which spread widely both in Poland and abroad. In 1927 he founded a community at Teresin 
which attracted many lay people, and became self-supporting, publishing many periodicals and running 

its own radio station. 

In 1930 Maximilian went to Japan, studied Buddhism and Shintoism, and through the Japanese edition of 

his newspaper spread the message in a way that was in harmony with Japanese culture. 

He returned to Poland in 1936 for reasons of health. When the Germans invaded Poland in 1939, the 

community at Teresin sheltered thousands of refugees, most of them Jews. 

In 1941 he was arrested and sent to Auschwitz where he offered pastoral care to the inmates. In August 
of the same year ten inmates were chosen to die by starvation and Maximilian offered to take the place of 

a younger man with a family. He spent his last days comforting other prisoners and was the last to die. 
 

(Information taken from Universalis) 

PLEASE PRAY….for the current tense situation that exists between the DPRK (North  Korea) and the United States at present. 
The world has not seen nuclear weapons used since 1945 and we pray that they will never be used again. Pray for a desire on both 
sides for level-headedness and a desire to seek at the very least a de-escalation of the situation and a move towards a diplomatic 
solution that will lead to a lasting peace. 

DID YOU KNOW…? 
... that Pope John Paul I, who is quoted      
opposite, was one of the shortest – serving 
Popes in history?  

John Paul I, born Albino Luciani, was the last of 
the Italian-born Popes and was born in northern 

Italy in 1912. He died suddenly, just thirty-three 

days after being elected Pope, on 28 September 
1978. He was the first Pope to take two names, out 

of respect for his two predecessors, John XXIII 
and Paul VI. He was also the first Pope to add the 

regnal number “I” to his name. His successor, 

Pope St John Paul II, took his name in honour of 
his short-reigning predecessor.  

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK” 

“I will just recommend one virtue so dear to the 
Lord. He said, ‘Learn from me who am meek and 
humble of heart.’ I run the risk of making a     
blunder, but I will say it: the Lord loves humility  
so much that, sometimes, he permits serious sins. 
Why? In order that those who committed these 
sins may, after repenting, remain humble.”  
 

Pope John Paul I (1912 – 1978) 

Born: Albino Luciani 

Pope: 26 August - 28 Sept 1978 

 

What’s going on…? 
The Feast of the Assumption: This Tuesday, 15 August, is the Feast 
of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary and a holyday of 
obligation. In order to accommodate this, there will be an additional 
Mass offered that day at 9:30am, in addition to the usual 6:30pm 
Tuesday Mass.  
 

RIP - Imelda GRAHAM: The funeral Mass for Imelda will be held 
Wednesday, 16 August at 11:30am here at St Patrick’s. Please pray 
for the repose of her soul and pray also for her grieving family. 
 

Mill Hill Mission and Thank You Appeal: Fr Dermot Byrne MHM and 
Fr Emmanuel Mbeh MHM wish to thank you for your welcome and 
response last weekend. If you did not become a member of APF - Mill 
Hill by taking a red box and you wish to do so, OR to find out more 
about APF - Mill Hill, please speak to Stella or Michael Foody, or ap-
proach Fr Robert. Thank you again! 
 

Annual Leave: I will be returning home for a few weeks later this 
month on annual leave. Like last year, this means that there will be 
Mass only on the Saturday evenings during my absence. Fr Brian  
Murphy has once again very kindly offered to celebrate these Masses. 
During the week there will be a Service of the Word with Communion 
each Wednesday at 9:30am. This means that there will be Mass    
offered for particular intentions only on Saturday evenings whilst I’m 
away. Any intentions for weekdays between 25 August and 22       
September will need to be held over until my return. Please continue to 
keep an eye on the back page of the bulletin to keep informed about 
these changes. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

Thank You: Veronica and Laura Howarth would like to thank all of the 
parishioners of St Patrick’s for their prayers and loving support over the 
past couple of weeks on the occasion of the loss of John, loving     
husband and father to Veronica and Laura. 

Day of Reflection for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: 
If you are a Minister of Communion you have made a commitment to 
attend a period of formation each year. Please see the noticeboard for 
one such opportunity on Saturday 09 September, 10:30am - 4:00pm at 
Ushaw College. The parish will cover the cost. Please email or see Fr 
Robert personally to register your interest. It would be great if all     
involved in this ministry in our parish could attend together. 
 

Minsteracres: Some upcoming events at Minsteracres (DH8 9RT) 

•“Songs of Joy and Hope from Around the World” 01-03 September 

•“Day of Prayer at Minsteracres” 20 September 

•“Quiet Days at Minsteracres” 18 October and 22 November 
Go to www.minsteracres.org, email info@minsteracres.org or call 
01434 673 248 for more information. See the noticeboard too! 
 

“Partnership Matters”: The inaugural edition of the “Partnership  
Matters” newsletter is available for perusal on the noticeboard. It can 
also be viewed via a link on the Diocesan website homepage. Go to 
www.rcdhn.org.uk. 
 

St Brandon 1500 Festival: Please see the noticeboard for information 
on this event. Over the weekend of 16-17 September which includes a 
talk, festival of flowers and music and an exhibition on the history of St 
Brandon’s church.  
 

Ushaw College Events: Plenty happening at  Ushaw College (DH7 
9RH) in August, including an art exhibition by Fay Pomerance titled 
Redemption, jazz festival from 25-27 August, some new wood carvings 
by Tommy Craggs, and much more! Go to www.ushaw.org for more 
information and a link to purchase tickets. 
 
 
 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
to 

Michael & Stella FOODY 

who last weekend were presented with an 

award from APF - Mill Hill for their many 

years of dedicated service to this missionary 

organisation. Well done!  

 

 

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~ 

Pope Francis’ Mission Statement for August: That 

through their creativity, artists of our time may help         

everyone discover the beauty of creation. 

Prayer Group: Will meet on Tuesday, 22 August 

from 9:30am - 10:15am in St John’s Church at   

Meadowfield. Please note the change from the usual 

scheduled third Tuesday for this month only because 

of the Feast of the Assumption celebrated on 15      

August. 

Bible Group: Next meeting will be in September. 

Craft Groups (Tues & Thurs): These take place at 

the  usual times. Please see noticeboard for details. 


