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“Dear Girls and Boys…” 

“It is wonderful to see you here at my church in Langley Moor along with your family and friends who love you 

so much. I know that they have helped bring you to this very important day of your First Communion. I hope 

that what you receive today you will receive on many more occasions in the future. 

“Your faith journey began with your baptism – which you probably don’t remember! When you had the waters 

of baptism poured over you, the priest said your Christian names and then said “I baptise you in the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” At that moment you became a part of my body, the Church. 

Your parents and godparents promised to do everything they could to help you know me as a friend, and as 

your God. The Holy Spirit came down upon you and has given you strength to be like me: loving, caring, kind, 

helpful and someone who likes to share with others and not fight or squabble or hold grudges against other 

people. 

“I know it is not always easy living like me. Sometimes you have made bad choices and you will do so again, 

even after today. You know that you can always come to me in the sacrament of Reconciliation, tell me what 

you have done (though I already know!), say that you are truly sorry, promise to try not to sin again, and be 

forgiven. It is just as though I have forgotten your sin and you are once again as innocent as you were when 

you were baptised! Isn’t that wonderful? You have already celebrated Reconciliation a couple of times and I 

hope that you will continue to do so whenever the need arises. 

“And now here you are, receiving my Body and Blood for the first time! Even though you have done a lot of 

preparation for this day, I don’t believe you know what a precious gift you are receiving today. I’m sure that 

even a lot of the adults here at church don’t know this either – perhaps even Fr Robert can’t comprehend this 

gift fully! It is beyond anyone to really understand the sacrifice I made on the cross so that everyone who    

believes in me, eats my Body and drinks my Blood, may spend eternity with God. Just as you need food every 

day to have a healthy body so that you can do what you need to do, so too you need my Body and Blood to 

nourish you spiritually so that you can love others the way I do. You 

can’t “do things” to get into heaven but the more you live and love 

like me the happier you will be and you will know what heaven is 

like while you are here on earth. 

“I hope that in the years ahead you will come to know more and 

more how much I love you. One way to understand this is to know 

that I love you as though you were the only person on earth to love. 

My love is greater than you can possibly imagine and I hope you 

will start to see that this evening when you receive my Body and 

Blood for the first time. 

“Know that I am always watching over you, not to judge you, but  

because I love you.” 
 

Your loving friend and your God, 

Saturday 17 June 

Saturday of Ordinary Time 10 
5:00pm 

Mass: Duffy & McGough families            
           and pro populo            

Sunday 18 June 

Body and Blood of Christ 
NO MASS  

Monday 19 June 

Monday of Ordinary Time 11 
NO MASS  

Tuesday 20 June 

Tuesday of Ordinary Time 11 
6:30pm Mass: Kathleen Caisley RIP 

Wednesday 21 June 

St Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious 
9:30am Mass: Anne Keenan 

Thursday 22 June 

SS John Fisher & Thomas More,    

Martyrs 

9:30am Mass: Pat Curran RIP 

Friday 23 June 

The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
7:00am Mass: Private Intention 

Saturday 24 June 

Nativity of St John the Baptist 
5:00pm 

Mass:  Harry Coad 
           and pro populo 

The week ahead... 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 17 June 

Eucharistic Ministers  

Ambrose & Pauline Burnside 

Judith Bulmer 
 

Readers   

Ann Canavan 

Maria Griffiths 
 

Children’s Liturgy  

Cancelled this week due to 

First Eucharist celebration. 
 

Welcomers 

Halina Holman 

Janet Harrigan 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 24 June 

Eucharistic Ministers 

Angela & Gordon Tosley 

Angela Harmston 
 

Readers  

Margaret Purdom 

Greg Mearman 
 

Children’s Liturgy  

Anne Davies  

Angela Harmston 
 

Welcomers 

Paul & Anne Kelly 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION  
 

Gift Aid: £199        Loose Plate: £212 

Total: £411 
 

Mass Attendance: 161 
 

DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE 

CHARITY NUMBER 1143450 

Please remember in your prayers people who 
are sick and housebound in the parish…. 

Dorothy Dowdle, Margaret Pouton, Pat 

Harrison, Olwyn Morris, Imelda Graham, 

Jim Patterson, Linda Carter, Tom        

Taylorson, Sylvia Kelly,  

Marie Carey, Mary Spears, 

Rose Crick, Maureen 

McCrann, Teresa Parkin 

and Doreen Carroll. 

Special Collections  
Our retiring collections over the past two weeks have 

amounted to a total of £473.15 for Fr Brian. This 
meant that, rounded up, we were able to present him 

with a cheque for £500 on the occasion of his Golden 

Jubilee last Friday. Thank you for your generosity! 

Next weekend we will take up the collection for Day 
For Life to support the pro-life message and       

movement throughout the UK. 

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it emailed to you, 
please contact the parish via phone or email. Contact details are on the front 
of the bulletin. 



SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St Aloysius Gonzaga - 21 June 

Born in 1568, St Aloysius was the eldest son of a Mantuan nobleman, and was intended 
by his father to be a soldier. Aloysius, on the other hand, had determined to be a         
missionary, and even to die for his faith. He renounced his birthright in favour of his  
brother and at the age of sixteen became a Jesuit novice in Rome, living the same life of 
severe austerity and penance that he had followed even when serving in the courts of 
dukes and princes. In 1591 an epidemic of plague broke out in Rome, and the Jesuits 
opened a hospital to care for the sick. Aloysius, still a novice, worked hard in the hospital 
until he himself caught the plague. He did not recover; but, his determination to die for the 
faith having been fulfilled, died at midnight on 20 June 1591 with the name of Jesus on 

his lips. He was just 23 years old. 

(Information taken from Universalis) 

PLEASE PRAY FOR….those children who will receive their first Holy Communion this weekend on the feast of Corpus 
Christi and for their families and loved ones. Pray that these children will come to know the great joy of intimacy with Christ and 
that they will receive the support they need to ensure that this relationship with God is continually nourished into the future. 

DID YOU KNOW…? 

...that Justin Martyr (c.100 - 165) wrote about 

the manner that the Eucharist was celebrated 

in the second century?  

He wrote: "And this food is called among us 
Εὐχαριστία [the Eucharist] ... For not as common bread 
and common drink do we receive these; but in like 
manner as Jesus Christ our Saviour, having been made 
flesh by the Word of God, had both flesh and blood for 
our salvation, so likewise have we been taught that the 
food which is blessed by the prayer of His word, and 
from which our blood and flesh by transmutation are 
nourished, is the flesh and blood of that Jesus who was 
made flesh." 

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK” 

"On the altar you are looking at the same thing as you 
saw there last night. You have not heard, however, what 
this is, what it signifies, or about the greatness of the  
reality of which it is a sacrament. Your eyes are looking at 
bread and cup. This is the evidence before your physical 
sight. But your faith must be instructed concerning it - 
this bread being Christ's Body and the cup containing His 
Blood. Though perhaps these words may be enough to 
initiate faith, faith must be further instructed in            
accordance with the Prophet's words: 
'Believe that you may understand.’” 

St Augustine of Hippo 
(354 - 430) 

What’s going on…? 
Pat Curran RIP: The funeral Mass for Pat will be held here at St    
Patrick’s on Wednesday, 28 June at 11:45am. Please keep Pat’s   

husband Harry and the rest of the family in your prayers.  

Bernard Mortimer RIP: I have been asked by the family of Bernard 
Mortimer to convey news of his death on Wednesday. Bernard used to 
work at our primary school many years ago as the caretaker and was 
apparently well known to many. He had been living in Yorkshire for 

some time and his funeral will most likely take place there. 

Churches Together in DH7: Our Prayer group will meet on the third 
Tuesday of each month this summer in St John's Church, Meadowfield 

at 9:30am. Next meeting, this Tuesday, 20 June. 

Survey for Synod on Youth: In October 2018, the Synod of Bishops 
will gather in Rome to consider ‘Young People, Faith, and Vocational 
Discernment.’ In preparation for this, the Bishops of England and 
Wales would like to hear from young people and from those who are 
regularly in contact with them. If aged 13-29, please take part in the 
Mega Youth poll https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/parish-youth-poll. 
Parents, teachers, catechists, youth leaders please participate in the 

poll at https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/cymfed-yourview. 

Friday Mass Intentions: Please don’t forget that each Friday there is 
a 7:00am Mass for which there is not always an intention requested. 
Whilst I understand that many people wish to be present when a Mass 
they requested is being celebrated, this is not essential. If it is not  
important for you to be present at a Mass for which you are asking an 
intention, consider asking for it to be celebrated on Friday morning. 
The intention will be printed on the back page of the bulletin and the 
Mass announced and faithfully offered. Please use one of the offering 

envelopes found at the rear of the church. 

Parish Partnership Gathering: There has been a change to the date 
and venue of the Parish Partnership Gathering. It will now be held on 

the afternoon of Sunday, 23 July at Ushaw College. Please mark the 
date and time in your diary as it is sure to be a great gathering as we 

get to know each other as a parish partnership better! 

Diocesan Festival: The Annual Diocesan Festival is scheduled for 
24/25 June at the Emmaus Youth Village, Consett. This year’s theme 
is Changing Hearts: The Challenge of Discipleship. Go to the Diocesan 

website (www.rcdhn.org.uk) for more details. Bookings essential. 

Treasure Trail around Durham: On Saturday, 01 July, everyone is 
invited to join St. Cuthbert's, Durham for a Treasure Trail around 
Durham. This is a great opportunity to meet each other and a         
challenge too! We will meet at St. Cuthbert's church, Old Elvet, 
Durham at 2:00pm, and there will be refreshments in the parish room 
back at St. Cuthbert's when you have completed the trail. There is no 

need to sign up in advance – please just come along on the day. 

Job Vacancies: The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the   
following job vacancies in the Diocesan Department for Education: 

• Head of the Department for Education, full-time, term-time 

• Administrator, full-time 
For further information and an application pack please visit our       
website www.rcdhn.org.uk or contact us on (0191) 243 3301 or            

human.resources@diocesehn.org.uk 

“Come to me all you who labour….”: A Day of Recollection with Sr 
Rosarie Spence. Jesus invites each of us to step aside and leave  
ourselves in his hands. The day enables you to experience different 
ways of praying and gives you time for quiet personal prayer. Saturday 
8 July 2017, 10:00am – 3:00pm at St Joseph’s Parish Hall, Gateshead, 
NE81LX. No charge. Please bring a packed lunch. Booking is        
essential. If you would like to attend you can book online at http://
adultformationhn.eventbrite.com or contact us 
at adult.formation@diocesehn.org.uk . Ph. (0191) 243 3313. 

 
 
 
 

First Holy Communion - Saturday 17th June 
 

Many congratulations to the children who will receive 
the Eucharist for the first time this Saturday evening. 
 

Many thanks to the parents of these children for their 
commitment and to Father Robert and the catechists, 
who have prepared them over the past eight months. 
There will be a presentation of certificates and refresh-
ments in the school hall afterwards. Everyone is wel-
come to attend. Please keep these children in your 
prayers - Leo, Joanna, Nicole, Aimee, Aidan, Charlotte, 
Christian, Ella, Olivia, Ketila, Vanessa, Jessica, Harry, 
Stanley and Lucy.  

 
Statement to Live By 
 

This week's statement was 'I 
know what human dignity 
means and I show that I      
respect others.'  We looked at 
what Pope Francis says 
about the value of the         
individual and how people are 
priceless.  We talked about how 
to show love for each other. 

SCHOOL NEWS 

 Thank You! 

On behalf of all the children who received their First Eucharist this 

weekend, I want to thank all those who have been involved in the   

formation which enabled the children to be prepared for this            

important step in their faith journey. I’d like to thank in particular   

Mrs Pauline Burnside, Mrs Louise Rogers and Mrs Maria Griffiths  

who selflessly gave of their time and expertise in assisting in the            

children’s preparation over many months. Thank you also to the     

parents and godparents of these children who, of course, took on the 

commitment before God at their child’s baptism, to raise them in the 

practice of the Christian faith. May you continue to be blessed in this 

endeavour! 

          Fr Robert 
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