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“Sir, we should like to see Jesus.” 

IF YOU WERE seeking examples of people who give enigmatic responses to seemingly simple and            

innocuous questions or requests, you would be hard pressed to find a better example than Jesus, especially 

as he is depicted in the Gospel of John. Take today’s Gospel as a case in point. When some Greeks          

approach Philip asking to see Jesus, both Philip and Andrew go and tell Jesus this and, rather than             

responding with a simple yes or no to the request, he delivers a long and mysterious monologue about death 

and glorification.  

For the evangelist John, the glorification of Jesus centres on his crucifixion. You will remember that last  

weekend we heard Jesus say to Nicodemus that “The Son of Man must be lifted up as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the desert, so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” When the Israelites who 

had been bitten by the serpents - sent by God as a punishment for complaining during their forty years in the 

desert - looked upon the bronze serpent crafted by Moses and placed upon a staff, they were healed. The 

parallel with the crucified Jesus is clear: when we are in need of forgiveness because of our failure to live as 

we are called to live as Christians, we need to turn towards the cross and gaze upon the crucified One to 

know the healing power of forgiveness. When we look upon Jesus we are reminded of his sacrificial death, 

thus being “crushed for our iniquities”, as Isaiah states (53:5). 

We can take the analogy even further however. With the aid of the Holy Spirit we are called to imitate Jesus in 

all our words and actions. This means showing the same love, compassion, justice, care, concern, empathy 

and sympathy as Jesus. When we make a conscious choice of forgiveness over vengeance, love over hatred, 

sympathy over indifference and so on, we can then be agents for healing in others. Making such conscious 

choices is never easy and requires something like death on our part, death to our natural tendencies to focus 

on self. We don’t have to actually die as Jesus did, but rather put to death all in us that is not Christ-like. The 

feelings of hatred and vengeance we have when we are wronged, the 

feeling of selfishness when we are blessed with something over another 

and so on, come more naturally to most of us than we perhaps would like 

to acknowledge. It is these tendencies that must be “put to death” in us if 

we are to allow the seed planted in us at our baptism to germinate and 

flourish. The nourishment provided by prayer, Eucharist and               

Reconciliation, as well as an openness to the work of the Holy Spirit, will 

help provide what is needed for this to happen. 

Our aim in this Christian life is surely that when people look upon us as     

Christian disciples they will have no problem in understanding that they 

are looking at Jesus. 

But in order to be so profoundly like Jesus, we have first to die to self. 

 

Wishing you continued Lenten graces, 
 
Fr Robert 

Saturday 17 March 

Vigil Mass for Fifth Sunday of Lent 
5:00pm 

Mass: McGough & Duffy families 
           and pro populo            

Sunday 18 March 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
NO MASS  

Monday 19 March 

St Joseph, Husband of the BVM 
9:30am Mass: Private intention 

Tuesday 20 March 

St Cuthbert, Bishop, Patron of the     
6:30pm Mass: Teresa Coad 

Wednesday 21 March 

Wednesday of Lent 5 
9:30am Mass: Michael Rochford 

Thursday 22 March 

Thursday of Lent 5 
9:30am Mass: Charlie Pope 

Friday 23 March 

Friday of Lent 5 
7:00am Mass: Bill Burn 

Saturday 24 March 

Vigil Mass for Passion (Palm) Sunday 
5:00pm 

Mass: Tom Allcroft 
           and pro populo 

The week ahead... 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 17 March 
 

Eucharistic Ministers  
Teresa & Malcolm Wass 

Andrew Aberdeen 
 

Readers   
Marie Paily 

Angela Harmston 
 

Children’s Liturgy  
Maria Griffiths 

Michelle Dennis 
 

Welcomers 
Halina Holman 
Janet Harrigan 

 

Music  
Joe Lennox, Greg Mearman     

& Choir 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 24 March 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
John & Irene Carey 

Kevin Boyle 
 

Readers  
Ann Canavan 

Angela Tosley 
 

Children’s Liturgy  
Maria Griffiths 

Joanne Lidster 
 

Welcomers 
Paul & Anne Kelly 

 
 

Music 
Richard Openshaw & Choir 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION  
 

Gift Aid: £210       Loose Plate: £208 

       TOTAL: £418 
 

Mass Attendance: 157 
 

DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE 
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450 

Please remember in your prayers those who 
are sick and housebound in our parish…. 
 

Margaret Pouton, Pat Harrison,  

Sylvia Kelly, Mary Spears,  
Rose Crick,  

Maureen McCrann  

and Doreen Carroll  
 

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it emailed to you, 
please contact the parish via phone or email. Contact details are on the front 
of the bulletin. Items need to be submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday. 

We pray for our beloved deceased, including…. 
  

    

McGOUGH & DUFFY families 

Arthur CROWE 

William CARROLL 

Olive WINN 

 

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment 
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SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St Nicholas Owen - 22 March 

Nicholas Owen was born around 1550 into a Catholic family and grew to manhood during 
the time of the Penal Laws. He became a carpenter, and for thirty years or more built  
hiding-places for priests in the homes of Catholic families. He frequently travelled from 
one house to another, under the name of “Little John”, accepting only the necessities of 
life as payment before starting off for a new project. To minimize the likelihood of betrayal 
he often worked at night, and always alone. The number of hiding-places he constructed 
will never be known. Early in 1606 he was arrested, giving himself up voluntarily in the 
hope of distracting attention from some priests who were hiding nearby. He was sent to 

the Tower of London and executed on 02 March, 1606.  

 
 

(Information taken from Universalis) 

PLEASE PRAY…for the following intentions throughout Lent as requested by Bishop    

Séamus: candidates for the sacraments of initiation; women; the needy and hungry of the world; 

penitents and wanderers. Lord, hear our prayer…. 

DID YOU KNOW…? 
...that the two creeds we use regularly at Mass, 
the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed, are 
not the only creeds of the Church? 

Though rarely encountered by most of the faithful, 
other creeds include the Chalcedonian Creed 
(dating from the year 451 and named after the 
Council of Chalcedon), the Athanasian Creed 
(named after St Athanasius who is 
thought, probably incorrectly, to have 
authored it) and the Tridentine Creed, 
dating from the sixteenth century 
Council of Trent which was held to 
counter the Reformation.  

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK” 

“The man who is fasting may prepare 
his heart, cleanse his flesh, weed out his 
vices, and sow virtues. Nevertheless, if 
he does not sprinkle his plants with 
streams of  mercy, he does not gather 
his harvest.” 
 
St Peter Chrysologus  
(c. 380 - c. 450) 
Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

What’s going on…? 
Gathering after Mass: Thank you to all who assisted to make our 
gathering after Mass last weekend such a success as well as our  
gathering after the St Patrick's Day Mass earlier today. Your efforts are 
very much appreciated! 
 

St Joseph's Feast Day: As St Joseph’s Feast falls next Monday, 
the19th, and  it is a Solemnity, there will be Mass at 9:30am. 
 

Stations of the Cross: We are conducting the Stations of the Cross 
during Lent as usual on Wednesday evenings at 7:00. This is      
followed by an opportunity for Reconciliation. Last Stations to be    
celebrated next Wednesday. There will be, of course, a solemn      
celebration of the Stations of the Cross on Good Friday at 10:00am. 
 

CAFOD Family Fast Day: This weekend is your last opportunity to 
place your envelope in the collection basket for CAFOD. Thank you all 
for your generosity.  
 

Lenten Alms Collection: There will be a retiring collection taken up 
for Lenten Alms next weekend. Please be as generous as you can as 
the funds go to assist St Cuthbert’s Care and the marvellous work 
they do. 
 

Holy Week Service Times: Please note on page three opposite the 
times of the various Holy Week Masses and services. There will Mass 
offered each day during the Easter Octave. Please keep your eye on 
the Mass schedule on the back page of the bulletin. 
 

Annual Leave: Please note that I will be away for a little under two 
weeks in April. This will not affect Easter of the Easter Octave but I will 
be away from 08 April and returning on 20 April. Fr Brian Murphy will 
celebrate the Vigil Mass on 14 April and there will be the usual service 
of the Word with Communion on the two Wednesdays. 
 

The Finchale Partnership:  The Partnership Development Group 
(PDG) met at the end of February. At the meeting the PDG supported 
the proposal from the parishes of Coxhoe, Sedgefield and Trimdon to 
become one parish. This proposal has now gone forward to the      
Episcopal Council. We discussed the appointment of a Youth Ministry 
Co-ordinator in Durham Martyrs parish and the next steps with the 

Partnership Development Plan following the consultation meeting. 
There will be more information about the plan after Easter, but in the 
meantime, you can read the minutes of the PDG meeting on the    
noticeboard or on our Partnership webpages hosted 
at www.stcuthberts-durham.org.uk/the-finchale-partnership/partnership
-development-group-information. 
 

Partnership Holy Week Services: You will find inserted into the    
bulletin this weekend a flyer advertising service times throughout the 
Finchale partnership for Holy Week and Easter. 
 

Daylight Saving: A reminder that daylight saving begins next       
Sunday, 25 March. Clocks go forward one hour before bedtime on     
Saturday night. 
 

Day of Prayer for Victims and Survivors of Abuse: Will be held this 
Friday, 23 March as designated by the Bishops Conference of England 
and Wales.  
 

Social Night: Many thanks to our Social Committee (Angela, Irene and 
Judith) and others for all their work in organising the very successful 
Social Evening on 09 March. It was great to see a crowded venue at 
the British Legion! Thank you to those who donated either cash or 
goods for the raffle. There is still one uncollected raffle prize for Yellow 
ticket 250. A lovely box of Belgian chocolates (to be consumed only 
after Lent!) for the lucky holder of this ticket! 
 

CCS Tenth Anniversary Mass: The Centre for Catholic Studies at 
Durham University is having a Mass at Durham Cathedral on the  
evening of Thursday, 19 April, to mark its tenth anniversary. This is to 
be celebrated by Bishop Séamus. If you wish to go, it is by ticket only. 
Application forms at the back of church. Please return to Fr Robert. 

 
 
 
Statement to Live by 
This week’s statement was, ‘I can use words to make the 
world a better place’. We thought about the simple, but 
important, ways we can use words to show love for one 
another. Staff noticed increased levels of kindness and 
politeness during the week.  
 

Mini Vinnies Fundraising 
During the school holidays, two of our pupils, Luke and 
Bethany, ran a coffee morning at their home and raised 
enough funds to purchase some chirpy chickens for the 
Mini Vinnie’s Virtual Village. Well done!  
 

Mass Attendance 
Our infant pupils attended Mass this week on Wednesday 
14 March and our junior pupils attended Mass on     
Thursday 15 March. Thank you to Father Robert for  
leading us in these celebrations and to our parishioners 
who made us feel so welcome. 
 

Stations of the Cross 
At 9:15am, on Thursday 29 March, the 
whole school will gather for Stations of 
the Cross in the school hall. Refresh-
ments will be served afterwards and 
everyone is welcome to attend! 
 

SCHOOL NEWS 

 ~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~ 

PRAYER & LENTEN GROUPS 

The next Churches Together prayer group 

will meet in St Patrick's Presbytery on Tues-

day, 20 March, 9:30 - 10:00am.     

ALL WELCOME! 

The next Lenten Group meeting 

will take place at St Andrew’s 

Church Hall on Friday, 23 March, 

2:00pm. (Bibles provided) 

Holy Week Schedule 

Thursday, 29 March: Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

@ 6:30pm 
 

Friday, 30 March: Stations of the Cross @ 

10:00am 
 

Friday, 30 March: Celebration of the Lord’s   

Passion @ 3:00pm 
 

Saturday, 31 March: Easter Vigil 

Mass @ 5:00pm 
 

Sunday: 01 April: Easter Sunday 

Mass @ 10:00am 

http://www.stcuthberts-durham.org.uk/the-finchale-partnership/partnership-development-group-information
http://www.stcuthberts-durham.org.uk/the-finchale-partnership/partnership-development-group-information

