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Scraps from the Master’s Table 

AN ISSUE that has confronted the Church since its inception has been that of membership: who is “in” and who 

is “out”, to put it rather crudely. Even the apostles, those closest to Jesus, guarded their privileged status to the 

point of arrogance at times. Right to this day there are those who argue for tighter criteria for membership of the 

Church. Even if such people concede membership is open to a broader group of people than they would          

otherwise like, they will construct a hierarchy of membership, holding that some people are “fuller” members than 

others. Such an issue is certainly not restricted to religious institutions!  

This weekend we witness Jesus entering territory that was populated by those on the “outer” as far as the Jewish 

people were concerned, the Canaanites. Jesus moves from the town of Gennesaret on the north-west shore of 

the Sea of Galilee and heads in a northerly direction to the district of Tyre and Sidon in what we know today as 

southern Lebanon. It is here, in foreign territory, that today’s encounter between Jesus and the nameless        

Canaanite woman takes place. On the surface, this encounter seems to paint Jesus in a very unfavourable light. 

His language towards the Canaanite woman sounds insulting, to say the least. He refers to her as a ‘house-dog’, 

‘dog’ being a term of great derision used by the Jews of Gentiles. Whether or not Jesus was being offensive  

however would depend on the tone he was using. Certainly, based on the way Jesus is generally portrayed in the 

Gospels, it is unlikely he was being offensive. The dialogue between Jesus and this woman would most likely 

have been conducted playfully, though with a serious basis. The Canaanite woman doesn’t appear to take        

offence. In any case, her determination to have her child healed is paramount – nothing will dissuade her from 

her mission.   

Perhaps as a means of testing the woman’s determination and faith, Jesus announces that he “was sent only to 

the lost sheep of the House of Israel” (which perhaps begs the question of why he travelled so far into foreign 

territory.) Nonetheless, the woman persists and in the end gets what she wants. Her desire is neither selfish nor 

unreasonable: her innocent child is unwell and, like any parent, she is desperate to see her child healed. Through 

her persistence and display of faith (“Son of David”), her wish is granted.   

The Canaanite woman in this weekend’s Gospel is an example for all 

of us of the value of deep faith, humility and love, to say nothing of 

persistence. She has faith in Jesus as one able to heal, she is        

prepared to humble herself before him, and her love for her daughter 

moves Jesus greatly so that her persistent pleading bears fruit. It is 

those qualities of faith, humility, love and persistence, and not an    

accident of birth, that ensure that she is treated as one of the “chosen 

ones”.   

May this be a lesson for us all. 
 

Wishing you a blessed week ahead, 

Fr Robert 

Saturday 19 August 

Saturday of Ordinary Time 19 
5:00pm 

Mass: Ray, Bridie & Bernadette  
           Winnard and pro populo            

Sunday 20 August 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
NO MASS  

Monday 21 August 

Dedication of St Mary’s Cathedral 
11:15am Funeral Service: Mr. Allan John  

Tuesday 22 August 

The Queenship of Mary 
6:30pm Mass: Thomas & Dora McNamara 

Wednesday 23 August 

Wednesday of Ordinary Time 20 
9:30am Mass: Pat Curran 

Thursday 24 August 

St Bartholomew, Apostle 
9:30am Mass: Bernard Mortimer 

Friday 25 August 

Friday of Ordinary Time 20 
NO MASS  

Saturday 26 August 

Saturday of Ordinary Time 20 
5:00pm 

Mass:  McGough & Duffy                  
            families and pro populo 

The week ahead... 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 19 August 

Eucharistic Ministers  

Helen Musham, Jane Smith 

Wilf Lavery 
 

Readers   

Marie Pailey 

Claire Lavery 
 

Children’s Liturgy  

(In recess during the summer 

holidays) 
 

Welcomers 

Paul & Anne Kelly 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 26 August 

Eucharistic Ministers 

Pauline & Ambrose Burnside 

Judith Bulmer 
 

Readers  

Ann Canavan 

Angela Tosley 
 

Children’s Liturgy  

(In recess during the summer 

holidays) 
 

Welcomers 

Angela Harmston 

Christine Tracey 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION  
 

Gift Aid: £234        Loose Plate: £242 

Total: £476 
 

Mass Attendance: 140 
 

DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE 

CHARITY NUMBER 1143450 

Please remember in your prayers people who 
are sick and housebound in the parish…. 

Linda Carter, Tom Taylorson, Sylvia 

Kelly, Marie Carey, Mary Spears, Rose 

Crick, Maureen McCrann, Teresa    

Parkin, Doreen Carroll, Dorothy    

Dowdle, Margaret Pouton, 

Pat Harrison, Olwyn     

Morris and Jim Patterson. 

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it emailed to you, 
please contact the parish via phone or email. Contact details are on the front 
of the bulletin. 
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We pray for our beloved deceased, including…. 

Allan Michael JOHN (Rec. Deceased) 

Imelda GRAHAM (Rec. Deceased) 

Fr Michael MARR (Rec. Deceased) 

Angela HART, Judith BYRNE, 

James MORRISSEY,  George SEWELL 
and John CARROLL 



SAINT OF THE WEEK 

Saint Rose of Lima - 23 August 

Rose was born in Lima, Peru, in 1586. It is said that she received her name from the      

household maid who, on Rose’s birth, declared that she looked like a beautiful rose. She lived 

a life of selflessness and devotion from an early age. She refused to marry, and became a          

Dominican tertiary at the age of 20. Her asceticism and her intense spiritual experiences     

excited the criticism of her friends and family and the suspicion of the Church authorities. 

She cared for the sick, the poor, Indians, and slaves. 

She was the first person in the Americas to be canonized, and is a patron saint of South    

America. 

She died in 1617. 

 

(Information taken from Universalis) 

PLEASE PRAY….for the current tense situation that exists within the United States at this time after the events last weekend in 
Charlottesville, Virginia. Let us pray that this nation, not untouched by racial prejudice, discrimination and political extremes, will be 
ever vigilant and do its utmost to eliminate such injustice and intolerance whenever it makes an appearance. Let us recommit         
ourselves, as individuals and as a Church, to upholding and promoting by example the love, justice and equality preached by Jesus.  

DID YOU KNOW…? 
... that the Church recommends that babies 
are baptised soon after birth? 

The Code of Canon Law (n.867) states that “parents 

are obliged to see that their infants are baptised   
within the first few weeks.” Of course, this is not 

always possible but it underlines the importance 
placed by the Church on the sacrament. The        

Catechism states (n.1250) that “The Church and the 

parents would deny a child the priceless grace of 
becoming a child of God were they not to confer 

Baptism shortly after birth.” Most commonly these 
days in the west, babies are baptised after a few 

months once domestic life has settled down! 

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK” 

“Dear Lord, there would have been no new     

commandment [‘Love one another as I have 

loved you’] if you hadn’t meant to give me the 

grace to keep it; how I welcome it, then, as 

proof that your will is to love, in and through 

me, all the people you tell me to love!” 
 

St Thérèse of Lisieux (1873-1897)  
(Also known as ‘The Little Flower’) 

Discalced Carmelite Nun 

What’s going on…? 
Annual Leave: I will be returning home for a few weeks later this week 
on annual leave. Like last year, this means that there will be Mass only 
on the Saturday evenings during my absence. Fr Brian Murphy has 
once again very kindly offered to celebrate these Masses. During the 
week there will be a Service of the Word with Communion each 
Wednesday at 9:30am in place of the usual Mass. This means that 
there will be Mass offered for particular intentions only on Saturday 
evenings whilst I’m away. Any intentions for weekdays between 25 
August and 22 September will need to be held over until my return. 
Please continue to keep an eye on the back page of the bulletin to 
keep informed about these changes. Thank you for your                 
understanding. 
 

RIP - Allan Michael JOHN: The Funeral Service for Allan will be held 
this Monday, 21 August, at 11:15am here at St Patrick’s. Please pray 
for the repose of his soul and for his grieving family at this difficult time.  
 

RIP—Fr Michael Marr: The Requiem Mass for Fr Michael is       
scheduled for 12:00noon on Thursday, 24 August, at St Mary’s, Forest 
Hall, NE12 7AB. 
 

Day of Reflection for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: 
If you are a Minister of Communion you have made a commitment to 
attend a period of formation each year. Please see the noticeboard for 
one such opportunity on Saturday 09 September, 10:30am - 4:00pm at 
Ushaw College. The parish will cover the cost. Please email or see Fr 
Robert personally to register your interest. It would be great if all     
involved in this ministry in our parish could attend together. 
 

Minsteracres: Some upcoming events at Minsteracres (DH8 9RT) 

•“Songs of Joy and Hope from Around the World” 01-03 September 

•“Day of Prayer at Minsteracres” 20 September 

•“Quiet Days at Minsteracres” 18 October and 22 November 

Go to www.minsteracres.org, email info@minsteracres.org or call 
01434 673 248 for more information. See the noticeboard too! 
 

“Partnership Matters”: The inaugural edition of the “Partnership  
Matters” newsletter is available for perusal on the noticeboard. It can 
also be viewed via a link on the Diocesan website homepage. Go to 
www.rcdhn.org.uk. 
 

St Brandon 1500 Festival: Please see the noticeboard for information 
on this event. Over the weekend of 16-17 September which includes a 
talk, festival of flowers and music and an exhibition on the history of St 
Brandon’s church.  
 

Ushaw College Events: Plenty happening at  Ushaw College (DH7 
9RH) in August, including an art exhibition by Fay Pomerance titled 
Redemption, jazz festival from 25-27 August, some new wood carvings 
by Tommy Craggs, and much more! Go to www.ushaw.org for more 
information and a link to purchase tickets. 
 

PeerTalk: Interested in mental wellbeing and a good listener PeerTalk, 
a charity underpinned by the Methodist Church, is looking for          
volunteers to help run a second peer support group for people living 
with depression in Newcastle. Training Day is on Saturday 16        
September at The Copthorne Hotel, The Close, Quayside, Newcastle 
upon Tyne,  NE1 3RT, 10:00am – 4:00pm. More details at 
www.peertalk.org.uk/index.php/volunteer or admin@peertalk.org.uk. 
 

Pastoral Care of the Sick and Housebound: Do you know someone 
who lives in the parish but cannot get to Mass and is in need of the 
sacraments? It is our responsibility to care for our brothers and sisters 
who cannot gather with us each week. If you know someone in this 
situation who is in need of pastoral care, please pass their details on to 
Fr Robert or Wilf Lavery. 

CONGRATULATIONS  
to 

Brendan & Sarah Payne and family  

on the birth of 

Beatrice Maria Danielle 
born last Saturday night. 

 

Wishing Beatrice and all  

the family an abundance    

of blessings! 

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~ 

Pope Francis’ Mission Statement for August: That 

through their creativity, artists of our time may help         

everyone discover the beauty of creation. 

Prayer Group: Will meet on Tuesday, 22 August 

from 9:30am - 10:15am in St John’s Church at   

Meadowfield. Please note the change from the usual 

scheduled third Tuesday for this month only because 

of the Feast of the Assumption being celebrated on 15      

August. 

Bible Group: Next meeting will be in September. 

Craft Groups (Tues & Thurs): These take place at 

the  usual times. Please see noticeboard for details. 

http://www.peertalk.org.uk/index.php/volunteer
mailto:admin@peertalk.org.uk

