The week ahead...
Saturday 30 December
Vigil Mass for The Holy Family

5:00pm

Sunday 31 December
Feast of the Holy Family

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ
Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School: Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (0191) 526 5131

NO MASS

Monday 01 January
Mary, Mother of God

9:30am

Mass: Pro populo

Tuesday 02 January
SS Basil the Great and Gregory
Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors

6:30pm

Mass: McGough & Duffy families

Wednesday 03 January
Wednesday before Epiphany

9:30am

Mass: Marie Carey

Thursday 04 January
Thursday before Epiphany

9:30am

Mass: Teresa Parkin

Friday 05 January
Friday before Epiphany

7:00am

Mass: Private Intention

5:00pm

Mass: Kennedy and Davison
Families
and pro populo

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment
MINISTRIES

MINISTRIES

Saturday 30 December

Saturday 06 January

Eucharistic Ministers
Pauline & Ambrose Burnside
Judith Bulmer

Eucharistic Ministers
Malcolm & Teresa Wass
Andrew Aberdeen

Readers
Ann Canavan
Angela Tosley

Readers
Margaret Purdom
Claire Lavery

Children’s Liturgy
(Resumes 06 January)

Children’s Liturgy
TBA

Welcomers
Paul & Anne Kelly

Welcomers
Angela Harmston
Christine Tracey

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION
Loose Plate: £238

TOTAL: £568
Mass Attendance: 187
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

Feast of the Holy Family

31 December, 2017

“...the child grew to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom…”

Saturday 06 January
Vigil Mass for The Epiphany

Gift Aid: £330

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

Mass: Freda & Leslie Carter and
deceased family members
and pro populo

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it emailed to you,
please contact the parish via phone or email. Contact details are on the front
of the bulletin. Items need to be submitted by Thursday midday.

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….

Freda & Leslie CARTER
Jim PATTERSON (Rec. Dec.)
Maureen PRICE (Rec. Dec.)
Florence MORRISEY
Alice MULHALL
Michael CAVANAGH
Winifred ABSON
Brenda KENNICK
Please remember in your prayers people who
are sick and housebound in the parish….

Mary Spears, Rose Crick,
Maureen McCrann, Doreen Carroll,
Margaret Pouton, Pat Harrison,
Olwyn Morris,
Tom Taylorson
and Sylvia Kelly.

ONE OF THE enduring traditions of Christmas is the manger scene which we see displayed in Christian
churches at this time and even, if we look hard enough, in other settings such as shopping centres and
malls. Central to the manger scene is, of course, the infant Jesus, but near him are his mother and foster
father, Mary and Joseph. Just as these two stand close to the new-born Jesus, so too the Feast of the Holy
Family stands in close proximity to Christmas. One could not imagine a better time to celebrate this feast
than shortly after Christmas Day. After all, the birth of a child brings a family closer together as they marvel
over the miracle of new life and dream of how that life may take shape in the years to come.
Like the manger scene itself, it is very easy for us to idealise the life of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and
Joseph. Just as we know that the real place of birth for Jesus was probably a draughty and smelly stable, so
too the family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph must have had its fair share of ups and downs, squabbles and
frustrations. Though we know nothing of the day-to-day life of the Holy Family in any detail, it is certain that
they experienced the many hardships and joys all of us know as members of a family. If nothing else, think
of the flight into Egypt soon after Jesus’ birth that is depicted by Matthew (2:13-23). This is one hardship
above and beyond what most of us will ever have to experience. Another example of the stress and anxiety
to which the Holy Family was subject can be found in Luke (2:41-52), when Mary and Joseph discover
Jesus in the temple in Jerusalem after several days of searching for him. Every parent surely knows the
feeling of panic when a child can’t be found, even if it is only for a brief moment!
The Church refers to the Christian family as the “domestic Church” (Ecclesia domestica). The Catechism
(n.1657) states that in the family “one learns endurance and the joy of work, fraternal love, generous – even
repeated – forgiveness, and above all divine worship in prayer and the offering of one’s life.” Though we
know that not all children get the ideal start in life by being born into a stable family, as Christians we have
an obligation to promote the family as the best basis for the emotional, spiritual and material prosperity of
children, recognising, of course, that the term “family” encompasses many different forms of communal
living.
Hardships and challenges can sometimes tear families apart, but
the Holy Family show us that putting our faith and trust in God, and
recognising that God has something great in mind for us, is the
basis for unity and true intimacy. Let us pledge on this Feast of the
Holy Family to make a renewed effort to ground our family life,
whatever form that takes, in God’s promise of renewal and vitality,
following the example of the First Family of Jesus, Mary and
Joseph whom we celebrate this weekend.
Wishing you a blessed Christmas Season
and an equally blessed year in 2018,
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
Christmas Collection: The collections taken up for the two Christmas often persecuted and live under conditions which have a negative
Masses totalled £813. Thank you!
effect on their health and standard of living. Go to
www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk for more information.
RIP Jim Patterson: Sad news through last week of the death of Jim
Patterson who was resident at Brandon Lodge. Jim died on Sunday, 17
December. We extend our condolences to the family and pray for the
repose of Jim’s soul. Jim’s funeral will be celebrated on Tuesday, 02
January at 12:00noon at St Joseph’s, Gilesgate.

Thank You! I want to thank all those who have contributed so much to
the parish over the past twelve months. Naturally, every parishioner by
their mere presence and active participation at Mass contributes in a
very profound way to our community. Nonetheless, there are many
Masses next week: Following the change to the weekday Masses this people who give of their time in various ways to help make our church
and our worship so beautiful. I want to thank in particular Wilf for his
past week, please be advised that weekday Masses will return to the
tireless work in the gardens and in the church and presbytery, to
usual schedule this coming week.
Jennie and her flower team, to Richard and the choir, to our church
Play Area: You will notice that a play area has been set up in the
cleaning team, to Shirley who cleans the presbytery, the children’s
narthex adjacent to the bathroom. Parents and carers are welcome to liturgy volunteers, altar servers and those who assist at Mass as
take babies and toddlers to this area at any time before or during
readers, minister of the Eucharist and welcomers. I thank too Joan and
Mass. Please ensure that babies and toddlers are supervised at all
Jason for their work in the gardens, to those who assist with serving at
times and please try to leave the area tidy after use.
our monthly gatherings after Mass, the Wednesday ladies, to our
Finance Committee and Parish Pastoral Council members, to the
Missio (APF/Mill Hill Missionaries): The December quarterly
Social Committee, to Gordon and Angela for their work with the pious
collection raised £683.19. Many thanks to all who contributed to the
goods stall, to Kevin Coad for his work as a counter and to Carol for
Christmas appeal.
her financial bookwork following on the hard work done over many
Christmas Crib: Our Christmas crib will remain in place on the
years by Harry Curran. I also thank those who lead the various prayer
sanctuary till the Feast of the Epiphany next weekend. Next to the crib groups in the parish, including Halina, Ann and Stella. Thank you also
is a bowl for donations. All donations will be sent to Friends of the Holy to all those parishioners who passed on good wishes, cards and gifts
Land as directed by Bishop Séamus. This organisation helps support
over the past couple of weeks.
Christians living in Israel, Gaza, the West Bank and Jordan, who are

SAINT OF THE WEEK
St Elizabeth Ann Seton - 04 January
Elizabeth was born in 1774 in New York, United States, into an Episcopalian family, who
ostracized her and left her penniless when she became a Catholic in 1805. She came
from a socially prominent family: her father was a surgeon. She had to leave New York
and in 1808-09 she founded a religious community and a school for poor children at
Emmitsburg, near Baltimore in Maryland. Mother Seton died in 1821 but the Sisters of
Charity continue her work to this day.
Elizabeth Ann Seton was the first native-born American saint to be canonized by the
Roman Catholic Church.
(Information taken from Universalis and Wikipedia)

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for
January:

BIBLE STUDIES

That Christians in and other religious
minorities in Asian countries may be able to
practise their faith in full freedom.
"Let us promote friendship and respect
between men and women of different
religious traditions in order to build a
better world of peace.”

DID YOU KNOW…?
...that a religious congregation of women,
founded in Rome in 1875, is named the
Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth?
The congregation was founded by a Polish
noblewoman, (Blessed) Frances Siedliska.
The sisters work in many nations in a variety
of places of pastoral care, including nursing
homes, childcare centres, prisons, youth centres and retreat houses. The abbreviation for
the congregation’s name is CSFN.

The Churches Together prayer group will
meet on the third Tuesday of each month
over winter in St Patrick's Presbytery, from
9:30am to 10:00am.
Next meeting: 16 January.

ALL WELCOME!

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
“A heart troubled by the desire for
possessions is a heart full of desire for
possessions , but empty of God. That is why
Jesus frequently warned the rich, because
they greatly risk placing their security in the
goods of this world, and security, the final
security, is in God.”
Pope Francis (b. 1936)
From The Gospel of New Life:
Following Christ, Together, on the
Path to Holiness (2015)

PLEASE PRAY FOR… peace at this time. Christmas can be a time or stress and anxiety for many people,
primarily due to financial pressures, the tension that often marks family reunions or the loneliness of having no
relatives or friends. Pray that each of us may be agents of peace and love, even towards our enemies!

