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God: Not a Divine Santa Claus 

He's making a list and checking it twice, 

gonna find out who's naughty and nice. 

Santa Claus is comin' to town. 

He sees you when you're sleepin', 

he knows when you're awake, 

he knows if you've been bad or good, 

so be good for goodness’ sake. 

You might find it strange to see the words from this popular secular Christmas song reproduced on a church bulletin, but it is 

fair to say that many people view God as a type of celestial Santa Claus. What I mean by this is that God is understood as an 

entity who is watching our every move from above with the sole intention of seeking to deprive us of any reward for even the 

most minor infraction. It is understandable that children might view Santa Claus this way, (and that parents might encourage 

this as a means of regulating their children’s behaviour!), but it is sad that an adult would understand God this way. Such a  

view of God might even account for the fact that many Christians, Catholic or otherwise, no longer practise their faith.  

But here is the Good News! This idea of God is not compatible with the God made manifest in Jesus, the one who became  

human for our sake, who became like us in every way but was without sin. The God we see revealed in Jesus is one who 

showed compassion and concern for the poor and outcast and was merciful to those who repented of their sin. Such people,  

far from being deprived of their gift surely received it and are enjoying it now, in the eternal light, life and love of God.  

Yes, God will judge us at the end of time but this is something we ought not to fear for our God is one who became flesh and so 

knows what it is to be human, knows not only the joys of human life but also the struggles, anxieties and pain that come to   

varying degrees to us all. God understands our struggles and is not seeking, like a celestial Santa Claus, to punish us for our 

sins but rather to welcome us when we turn back to him and the welcoming arms he opens to us for this very reason.  

Christmas affords us the opportunity to celebrate God becoming flesh out of love for us and a desire to see us fulfilled not only 

here on earth but also that we may dwell with him for all time. 

In contrast to the lyrics of the song quoted above, I reproduce some words of a 

much more serious nature from Gregory of Nazianzen, one of the Fathers of the 

Church who lived in the fourth century:  

We needed an incarnate God who would die that we might live. We died 

with him that we might be cleansed. We rose again with him because we 

died with him. We were glorified with him because we rose again with 

him. 

A warm welcome from myself and all the parish ministers to all who gather  

with us this Christmas, especially those families who are visiting from         
elsewhere and those who live locally and visit us from time to time. You are 

all most welcome here at St Patrick’s, Langley Moor. We are here to serve 

you and would love to meet you after Mass to get to know you better!    
Blessings and prayers to each of you, your families and loved ones this 

Christmas and may God pour out abundant blessings on you in 2018. 

 

Wishing you a blessed Christmas Season, 

Fr Robert 

Saturday 23 December 

Saturday of Advent 3 
5:00pm 

Mass:  John Howarth            
            and pro populo            

Sunday 24 December 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

5:00pm 

(Christmas Vigil) 
Mass: Betty Allison 

Monday 25 December 

Christmas Day 

10:00am 

(Christmas  

morning) 

Mass: Pro populo 

Tuesday 26 December 

St Stephen, First Martyr 
9:30am Mass: Bernard McGoay 

Wednesday 27 December 

St John, Apostle and Evangelist 
9:30am Mass: Pat Curran 

Thursday 28 December 

The Holy Innocents 
9:30am Mass: Teresa Parkin 

Friday 29 December 

St Thomas Becket, Bishop 
9:30am Mass: Private Intention 

Saturday 30 December 

Sixth Day of Christmas Octave 
9:30am Mass: Private Intention 

Saturday 30 December 

Vigil Mass for The Holy Family 
5:00pm 

Mass: Freda & Leslie Carter and   
           deceased family members 
           and pro populo 

The week ahead... 

Please remember in your prayers people who 
are sick and housebound in the parish…. 
 

Rose Crick, Maureen McCrann,  

Doreen Carroll, Margaret Pouton,  
Pat Harrison,  

Olwyn Morris,   

Tom Taylorson,                
Sylvia Kelly and  

Mary Spears.  

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it emailed to you, 
please contact the parish via phone or email. Contact details are on the front 
of the bulletin. Items need to be submitted by Thursday midday. 

We pray for our beloved deceased, including…. 

Betty ALLISON 

Jim PATTERSON (Rec. Dec.) 

Joseph DOWDLE 

Ann PENFOLD 

James KING 

Sarah FOODY 


