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A Letter from Bishop Séamus 

My Dear People...   

‘Start off now’, said Jesus to his disciples.  It’s good for us to remember that the disciples were    actually 
‘sent’ by Jesus.  Each one of us is ‘sent’ by Jesus, our Church is ‘sent’ by Jesus.  We are sent into the world 
to make a difference, to show how it is possible for all women and men to live in peace, to be merciful, to 
love and to be compassionate.   

It is very important that we keep this in mind as we enter the next phase of Forward Together in Hope.  
Between now and Advent, we will be looking more carefully at the shape of our Diocese.  Today every  
parishioner will be given a leaflet entitled Imagine New Way. It is introducing what every one of our parishes 
will do in the months to come.    

You are invited to meet as parishes to explore the Observations made in your parish Response to the 
Questionnaire you completed last year.  The emphasis during these meetings will be our diocese in the 
years to come, imagining a time when our Diocese will have fewer priests and people.  There will always be 
people and priests with faith, hope, love, commitment and dedication, but we will have to rearrange our 
resources to ensure that our communities can flourish.  These Observations are now with your parish priest 
and parish representative.  I hope they can be made available to you.   

In the months ahead, everyone will be asked to imagine the parish you’re in at present developing a much 
closer relationship with neighbouring parishes, to begin to form a more extended ‘Partnership’ with these 
parishes.  Today you’re invited to take the leaflet, read it, pray about it and complete the tear off the slip 
asking for your suggestions about which parishes you imagine your Partnership would cover. Please return 
the slip to your Parish Priest or parish representative, your suggestions and reflections will be a great help 
in future discussions.    

When Jesus sent his disciples out in twos, he was 
asking them to take a great risk. ‘Carry no purse, 
no haversack and no sandals’ he told them.  They 
were being instructed to go way beyond their  
comfort zone.  When we are invited to imagine 
developing a closer relationship with a parish 
which may be some distance away from where we 
live, we too are being invited to go beyond our 
comfort zone. We need to do this so that the  
resources we have can be used to ensure that in future our worshipping communities will be viable and can 
flourish.  We are, in fact, respecting a comment made by Pope Francis when he noted in Evangelii Gaudium 
that the parish can assume ‘quite different contours depending on the openness and missionary creativity of 
the pastor and the community’.   

We cannot see this exercise as simply a way of reorganising a diocese.  It is fundamentally about ensuring 
that our communities can flourish and that we do continue to grow in knowledge and love of God.  Jesus 
reassures us that the Kingdom of God is very near, and we hear that the disciples came back rejoicing after 
their first engagement with the people in their own towns and villages.  My hope is that as we explore how 
best to use the resources we have, we too will take risks, have faith in the Lord who is with us and never 
forget that we are to witness to Jesus in every moment of our lives.   

I also hope that you will continue to keep the diocese in your prayers, each day at midday, perhaps, as 
suggested in your leaflet, so that we can all leave our minds and hearts open to the influence and power of 
the Holy Spirit.   

 

With my very best wishes      
 

Rt Rev Séamus Cunningham - Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle  

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                 03 July, 2016 

Saturday 02 July 

Saturday of Ordinary Time 13 

5:00pm Mass: Jack Wilkinson and  
           pro populo 
 
 

 

Sunday 03 July 

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   

Monday 04 July 

Monday of Ordinary Time 14 

   

Tuesday 05 July 

Tuesday of Ordinary Time 14 

  

Wednesday 06 July 

Wednesday of Ordinary Time 14 

9:30am 
 

Mass: Living and deceased           
           members of the      
           Parkin family 

Thursday 07 July 

Thursday of Ordinary Time 14 

9:30am 

 

Mass: Harry and Malcolm  
           Stoker 

Friday 08 July 

Friday of Ordinary Time 14 

7:00am 

 

 

Mass: Private Intention 

Saturday 09 July 

Saturday of Ordinary Time 14 

 

5:00pm Mass: Sheila Atkinson and  
           pro populo 
 

Ministries for this week  

Saturday 02 July 

 

Eucharistic Ministers:  
Malcolm and Teresa Wass 
Andrew Aberdeen 
 

Readers:   
Ann Canavan 
Angela Tosley 
 

Children’s Liturgy:   
Jane Smith 
Helen Musham 
 

Welcomers:   
Pat Middleton 
Sally Thompson 

Ministries for next week 

Saturday 09 July 

Eucharistic Ministers:  
Judith Bulmer 
John and Irene Carey 
 

Readers:   

Margaret Purdom 
Angela Harmston 
 

Children’s Liturgy:   
Michelle Dennis 
Maria Griffiths 
 

 

Welcomers:  
Janet Harrigan 
Pat Middleton 

 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION    
 

Gift Aid: £198   Loose Plate: £189 

Total: £387 
 

 

Mass Attendance: 146 
 

 

DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE 
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450 

Emailed Bulletin – If you would like to have the parish bulletin emailed to 
you each week please email Judith (details opposite) and you will be 
added to the mailing list. Parish Council minutes are also available 
electronically.  

Please remember in your prayers people who 
are sick and housebound in the parish….. 

Tom Taylorson, Sylvia Kelly, Marie Carey,  
Mary Spears, Rose Crick, Maureen 
McCrann, Teresa Parkin, Doreen Carroll,  
Marie Wilson, Dorothy Dowdle, Jean 
O’Donoghue, Margaret Pouton, Betty  
Allison, Michael Kane, Pat Harrison,  
Olwyn Morris, Sally Thompson and Tom 
Tracey. 

The week ahead... 

Have you an item for the parish bulletin? Please contact 
Judith Bulmer on 0191 378 3544 or 07980 481 858 or send 

an email to her at  judithbulmer@rocketmail.com.  

Thank you… for your generosity in supporting the Peter’s 

Pence appeal last weekend. We raised £150.70. The next 

appeal will be held next weekend and is for the Apostleship 

of the Sea. This appeal assists the crucial pastoral work 

of the chaplains who work in ports to cater to the needs of 

seafarers, most of whom spend long periods away from 

family and are particularly vulnerable to exploitation and 

abuse. Many thanks! 

mailto:judithbulmer@rocketmail.com


SAINTS OF THE WEEK 

St Maria Goretti - 06 July 

Born on 16 October, 1890 in Corinaldo, Italy, her farmworker father died of malaria and Maria's mother had to struggle to 
feed her children. Maria's mother, brothers, and sisters worked in the fields while she cooked, sewed, kept the house clean, 

and watched her youngest sister Teresa.  

On 05 July, 1902, a young man named Alessandro tried to rape her. Maria cried that it was a mortal sin and warned he 
would go to hell. Alessandro pulled out a knife and stabbed Maria eleven times. When she attempted to reach the door, he 

stabbed her three more times then fled. 

Maria's family found her and took her to the nearest hospital where she underwent surgery without anaesthesia. Halfway 

through the surgery, the surgeon asked her, "Maria, think of me in Paradise." 

As she lay on the table, she looked up at him and said, "Well, who knows which of us is going to be there first?" 

She did not realise how terrible her situation was, and the surgeon replied, "You, Maria." 

She said, "Then I will think gladly of you." She also mentioned concerns for her mother. 
The next day, Maria forgave Alessandro and said she wanted to see him in Heaven with 
her. She died that day while looking upon an image of the Virgin Mary and holding a cross 

to her chest. 

Alessandro was captured and questioned. He admitted he had attempted to rape her 
before. He remained unrepentant for his actions until he had a dream that he was in a 
garden. Maria was there and gave him lilies, which immediately burned in his hands. When 

he woke, he was a changed man. He repented his crime and living a reformed life.  

On 24 June, 1950, Maria was declared a saint and Alessandro was present in the             
St  Peter's crowd to celebrate her canonisation. He later became a lay brother of the Order 
of Friars Minor Capuchin, where he lived in a monastery and worked as its receptionist and 

gardener until his death. 

Images of Saint Maria often represent her with wavy hair dressed in either white or farm 

clothes and is often depicted holding lilies. 
 

Taken from www.catholic.org 

DID YOU KNOW…? 
...that priests and deacons are the 
‘Ordinary’ ministers of holy communion?  

When it comes to referring to personnel,   
objects and rituals in a church context, one of 
the difficulties we sometimes face is the    
unfamiliar language. Many words we use in 
church are specific to a church environment 
(for example, how often would you use words 
like communion, altar, sanctuary, sacristy, 
hosts, amen outside of Mass?) When it comes 
to referring to those who distribute            
communion, ministers who are not deacons or 
priests are properly referred to as 
‘Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion’ 
to distinguish them from the ‘Ordinary’. 

 

The Young Carers Association: Would like volunteers to help to knit dolls. If anyone can help, (the dolls are not too big), 

please see Carol Bainbridge or Judith Bulmer. 

Sergeant S. Cunningham: In the sacristy at Ushaw Moor is a crucifix with an engraving:  ‘In memory of Sergeant S. Cunning-
ham killed in action in France, July 20th, 1916’.  As we approach the centenary of Sergeant Cunningham’s death does anyone 

know anything about him or his family? Fr David Coxon. 

Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle: Bishop Seamus invites all to a Mass coming up at the cathedral in Newcastle to 

remember those who lost their lives in conflict: Sunday 03 July @ 6:00pm: Battle of the Somme. 

Church Flowers:  Anyone willing to assist with the church flowers please ring 0191 378 0451. No prior experience is necessary, 

just a willingness to spare some time and to help. Many thanks! 

St Patrick's AGM: Thank you to everyone who attended the Parish Council Annual General Meeting. Minutes of the meeting 

are displayed at the back of church. If you would like to receive an electronic copy please email judithbulmer@rocketmail.com, 

Pastoral Care of the Sick and Housebound: Do you know someone who lives in the parish but cannot get to Mass and is in 
need of the sacraments? It is our responsibility to care for our brothers and sisters who cannot gather with us each week. If you 

know someone in this situation who is in need of pastoral care, please pass their details on to Fr Robert. 

Ushaw College: Open every Saturday afternoon from 12:00noon until 5:00pm for people wanting to look around. Upcoming 
events include:   

 Sunday, 03 July, 7:00pm: Durham Youth Choir. Tickets £5.00. 

 Saturday, 09 July, 2:00pm and 3.30pm: A look at some of Ushaw’s treasures. £4.00. 

Vocations evening: Each deanery in the diocese is having an evening to think about ‘vocation’ and to pray about how best we 
might each respond to God’s call to us. Our own deanery is to have an evening at Ushaw College on Thursday, 14 July, 7:00pm 

– 8:15pm. Everyone welcome! 

Weekday Mass Intentions: I will be returning home to Australia for a few weeks from mid-August to mid-September. During this 
time all weekday Masses will be replaced by services of the Word with communion. Saturday evening Mass will still be       
celebrated. This means that weekday Mass intentions cannot be offered during this time, though persons can, of course, be 

prayed for during these weekday services in the bidding prayers. Applies from 19 August to 14 September (inclusive).  

 

What’s going on…? 

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK” 

“Our culture has filled our heads but 

emptied our hearts, stuffed our wallets 

but starved our wonder. It has fed our 

thirst for facts but not for meaning or 

mystery. It produces "nice" people, 

not heroes.”  

Peter Kreeft (b. 1937)  

Jesus-Shock 

  

CAN YOU HELP? 
The parish is in need of volunteers for all sorts of roles around the parish including flower 

displays, gardening, cleaning, and so on. No skills needed, just enthusiasm! We are all busy, 
including our current volunteers, so that is no excuse! Can you make time in your busy 
schedule to keep your parish vibrant? Please see Fr Robert if you want more information. 

SCHOOL NEWS 
Governor Visits 
 

Two of our governors have visited school 
this week.  Mrs Cummings (Parent  
Governor) visited to look at progress 
made this year against a number of 
areas of our school improvement plan, 
including developing resilience in    
children and how we seek and act on 
pupils’ views. Father Robert (Foundation 
Governor) joined staff and pupils for 
lunch and made a visit to each class to 
gain a better understanding of the 
school and its ethos.  
  
Dorothy’s Well – Fund Raising    
Coffee Afternoon and Presentation 
 

School are having a Coffee             
Afternoon from 2.15 p.m. on Friday 
8th July.  At 2.45 p.m. Jim O’Connor, 
who set up the 'Dorothy's Well'        
foundation in his late wife’s name, will 
present information about the work of 
the charity to the whole 
school. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
£1 per person for 
those attending the 
coffee afternoon and 
funds raised from the 
follow up water 
based activities the 
children will take 
part in on the    
Monday, will be 
given to the charity. 

mailto:judithbulmer@rocketmail.com

