St Patrick’s RC Church, Langley Moor

The week ahead...
Saturday 03 December

5:00pm

St Francis Xavier, Priest

Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
St Patrick’s RC Primary School:
Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain:
Ph: (0191) 526 5131

Mass: Eileen Allison
and pro populo

Sunday 04 December

Second Sunday of Advent

Second Sunday of Advent
Monday 05 December

The Call to Radical Conversion

Weekday of Advent
Tuesday 06 December

6:30pm

Mass: Elizabeth Jackson

9:30am

Mass: Sheila Atkinson

9:30am

Mass: Sally Thompson

7:00am

Mass: Private Intention

5:00pm

Mass: Bryan Cheesey
and pro populo

Weekday of Advent
Wednesday 07 December
St Ambrose, Bishop, Doctor

Thursday 08 December
The Immaculate Conception of BVM
Friday 09 December
Weekday of Advent

Saturday 10 December
Weekday of Advent

Ministries for this week
Saturday 03 December

04 December, 2016

Ministries for next week
Saturday 10 December

Eucharistic Ministers
Jane Smith, Helen Musham
Wilf Lavery

Eucharistic Ministers
Ambrose & Pauline Burnside
Judith Bulmer

Readers
Pat Middleton
Greg Mearman

Readers
Angela Harmston
Maria Griffiths

Children’s Liturgy
Jane Smith
Helen Musham

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Michelle Dennis

Welcomers
Janet Harrigan
Halina Holman

Welcomers
Paul & Anne Kelly

APPEALS: Parishes throughout the diocese
will support St Cuthbert’s Care via the Advent
Alms over the next few
weeks. Our ‘Churches
Together’ group have
already raised £200 for
this worthy cause.
Emailed Bulletin – If you would like to have the parish bulletin emailed to
you each week please email Judith (details opposite) and you will be
added to the mailing list. Parish Council minutes are also available
electronically.

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION
Gift Aid: £239

Loose Plate: £229

Total: £468
Mass Attendance: 166
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

Have you an item for the parish bulletin? Please contact
Judith Bulmer on (0191) 378 3544 or 07980 481 858 or send
an email to her at judithbulmer@rocketmail.com.
Please remember in your prayers people who
are sick and housebound in the parish…..

Pat Curran, Tom Taylorson, Sylvia Kelly,
Marie Carey, Mary Spears, Rose Crick,
Maureen McCrann, Teresa Parkin, Doreen
Carroll, Dorothy Dowdle, Jean
O’Donoghue, Margaret Pouton, Betty
Allison, Michael Kane, Pat Harrison,
Olwyn Morris, Tom Tracey and Bede
Anderson.

JUST A FEW weeks ago Americans went to the polls to elect who they wished to be their President
for the next few years. Amidst all the promises, speeches, and general glitz that make up the modern
election-day campaign, in America or elsewhere, there is one thing that all electors want to see in
their representatives – integrity. Of course, it is debatable to what extent many of our elected officials
possess integrity to the level that we would like in this day and age but our First Reading his
weekend from Isaiah (often referred to as the ‘Fifth Gospel’ despite being written at least 800 years
before Matthew, Mark, Luke or John) shows us that a desire for integrity in leaders is not strictly a
modern concern. The prophet Isaiah speaks of a shoot springing from the “stock of Jesse” (the father
of King David, ancestor of Jesus), who will possess great wisdom and insight and will be clothed with
integrity and justice. This is surely a great model for any leader, secular or religious.
The ancients thus lived in hope for the coming of a righteous leader and their hope was not
disappointed: “In due course John the Baptist appeared.” (Mt 3:1) John, in many ways, fulfils the
stereotype of the prophetic figure: strange in appearance (camel-hair garment), strange in habits
(eating locusts and wild honey) and challenging in message (“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
close at hand.”) Yet John, righteous as he was, is not the figure that was prophesied by Isaiah and
the other prophets. Indeed, John the Baptist is simply the last in a long line of prophets of the ancient
tradition. Righteous, holy and upstanding as John is, he states that “the one who follows me is more
powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his sandals.” He is referring of course, to Jesus.
John’s role is to prepare the people of his generation for the coming of Jesus, the one who will
baptise them with Holy Spirit and fire. John warns the people that those who fail to repent of their sins
as he has commanded them will receive punishment (“…the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never
go out.”) John’s message is unequivocal – he doesn’t mince words. Essentially he calls for a radical
conversion of the people of his time, a turning away from sin to embrace the true happiness and
fulfilment that comes from living as God calls us to live. When Jesus did arrive soon after John, he
too called the people to repentance. The difference between John and Jesus is that Jesus is the true
embodiment of God, God incarnate. Like Mary, everything John said and did pointed to Jesus, and
though John was a holy man and a fine model of Godliness he
recognised that he could not be compared to Jesus.
This call to a radical conversion, over and above a mere
acknowledgement of God and saying sorry for past sins, is a call
that echoes as urgently for us today as it did in ancient times. As
we continue our Advent journey, may each of us make a
commitment to true conversion of heart and to a life of integrity and
thus best prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ, the one who is
the embodiment of righteousness and truth.
Blessings and prayers in the week ahead,
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
HCPT Coffee Morning: A big thank you to all parishioners who supported the coffee morning. In total an amazing £600 was
raised. The money will cover the cost of a child’s fare to Lourdes. A candle will be lit and prayers said for parishioners at the
Grotto when we visit Lourdes at Easter 2017. A very big thank you from all Group 25.
Social Gathering: The Parish Council came up with the terrific idea of having a little social gathering after Mass on Saturday, 17
December. There are no speeches, no fundraising efforts, no raffles - just some mince pies, mulled wine, tea, coffee, biscuits,
juice etc and a chance to gather and chat before the final onslaught of Christmas. We will be gathering in the school hall
immediately after Mass next Saturday evening. Stay for ten minutes or an hour—it’s up to you. All welcome!
Christmas Sanctuary Flowers: A plate is at the back of the church for donations towards the flowers for the sanctuary this
Christmas. All donations welcome, no matter how small! Thank you.
Advent Resources: Last chance tonight to grab a Advent Daily Reflection booklet (£1.00) or an Advent Calendar (50p) in the
narthex. Feel free to take one and drop the money off next week if you don’t have any cash on you. Why not get one or more for
some friends?
St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle: A couple of events coming up in Newcastle:
1. Advent Retreat Day, Thursday 08 December: 10:45am—1:00pm, includes talk, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, sung
Mass and confessions.
2. Reconciliation Day, Saturday 17 December: 12:00noon—4:00pm, includes Service of Reconciliation with Bishop Séamus,
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with confessions and Benediction.
Churches Together in DH7 News:
1. Advent Course “Living in the Light” - taking place at St Andrew’s Methodist, Brandon on Fridays during Advent. Next meeting
will be on 09 December. Lunch provided from 1:00pm and meetings start at 2:00pm.
2. St Andrew’s Methodist in Brandon are also running a course on discipleship each Wednesday at 7:30pm.
3. Sponsors will kindly collect from holders of Mission Red Boxes/Brown Envelopes their contributions during the first two weeks
of December. The calendars you will receive will contain Pope Francis' Mission Prayer requests for each month. If you do
not have a red box and you wish to make a donation to help missionaries in their work, there is a Red Mission box in the
church narthex for your contributions. We are grateful for any small amount you wish to give. Thank you!

SCHOOL NEWS
Advent Wreath
This evening, the second candle on the Advent
wreath, the Peace Candle, will be lit by
Takuilau. Ketila will read the introduction and
Christian will lead a reflection for the penitential
rite.
Fire Station Visit
Our Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils visited
the fire station on Tuesday morning to support
their work on the topics “People Who Help Us”
and “The Great Fire of London”.
First Reconciliation
Fr Robert led a session for parents about the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, ahead of their
children receiving the sacrament for the first time
this coming Tuesday before the 6:30pm Mass.
Please keep these children and their families in
your prayers.
Lighting of the Local Christmas Tree –
Sunday 04 December
At 4:30pm on Sunday
04 December, the tree
opposite Lidl in Langley
Moor will be lit. Our
School Choir will be
supporting the event,
along with the choir
from Langley Moor Primary School. Everyone
is welcome to attend
this annual community
event.

SAINT OF THE WEEK
St Ambrose - 07 December
Ambrose was born in Trier (modern-day Germany) between 337 and 340, to a Roman family.
He was educated in Rome.
In 374 the bishopric of Milan fell vacant. Ambrose tried to act as a peacemaker between the
two groups seeking to appoint their own man to the role, the Catholics and the heretical
Arians. At this, the crowd turned on Ambrose and demanded he become bishop himself, even
though he was a layman and not yet baptized. So saying, he was baptized, ordained and
installed as a bishop within a week, on 07 December 374.
Ambrose was a highly successful bishop. He quickly gave away his wealth to the poor and
educated himself swiftly in theology. He acted with true charity at all times and defended the
Church against heresy with learning and gentleness. He was a key in the conversion of St
Augustine.
Ambrose died on Holy Saturday, 04 April 397.

(Information taken from Universalis)

~ Christmas Gifts ~
It is one of the truths of Christmas in our affluent society that we find it difficult to
choose gifts for others. Why not have a look at the piety stall at the back of the church
this weekend to find something faith-based and unique? Our piety stall has some great
new stock! Also, don’t forget the opportunities provided by
organisations like Cafod and Oxfam to purchase certificates for gifts
given to assist others in developing nations. Have you considered
giving someone a certificate to let them know that they have had a goat
given in their name to a family in need? A great idea!

DID YOU KNOW…?

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”

...that the second candle to be lit on the
Advent wreath, as well as being called the
Peace Candle, is also referred to as the
Bethlehem Candle?

“The season of Advent means there is something
on the horizon the likes of which we have never
seen before… What is possible is to not see it, to
miss it, to turn just as it brushes past you. And
you begin to grasp what it was you missed, like
Moses in the cleft of the rock, watching God’s
back fade in the distance. So stay. Sit. Linger.
Tarry. Ponder. Wait. Behold. Wonder. There will
be time enough for running. For rushing. For
worrying. For pushing. For now,
stay. Wait. Something is on the
horizon.”
- Jan L Richardson
Night Visions

The second candle symbolizes faith and
invites us to reflect on the faith of Joseph
and Mary as they travelled to Bethlehem,
not knowing what lay in store in the
immediate or more
distant future.
Bethlehem means
‘House of Bread’.

PRAY FOR… those for whom Christmas is a burden. Pray for those who have lost a loved

one this year and who will be experiencing the emptiness of their first Christmas without the
presence of this person. Pray for those who have experienced a separation this year and for
whom this Christmas will be significantly different. Pray for all those who will spend
Christmas alone and will experience mental turmoil, anguish and tears.

