St Patrick’s RC Church, Langley Moor

The week ahead...
Saturday 05 March

5:00pm

Weekday of Lent

Mass: Living and deceased
members of the Moran
family.
Confessions after Mass

Sunday 06 March

Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph 0191 378 4486
St Patrick’s RC Primary School: Ph 0191 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Ph 0191 526 5131.

4th Sunday of Lent

06 March, 2016

th

4 Sunday of Lent

“Your brother here was dead and has come to life...”

Monday 07 March
Weekday of Lent
Tuesday 08 March
Weekday of Lent
Wednesday 09 March

9:30am

Mass: Frank Wilson

7:00pm
9:30am

Stations of the Cross
Mass: Walter Staff
(Recently deceased)

7:00am

Mass: Private Intention

5:00pm

Mass: Alice Egglestone
(Recently deceased)

Weekday of Lent
Thursday 10 March
Weekday of Lent
Friday 11 March

Weekday of Lent
Saturday 12 March
Weekday of Lent

Confessions after Mass
Ministries for this week
Saturday 05 March

Ministries for next week
Saturday 12 March

Eucharistic Ministers:
Mr & Mrs Burnside and
Judith Bulmer

Eucharistic Ministers:
Mr & Mrs Tosley and
Angela Harmston

Readers:
Ann Canavan and
Angela Harmston

Readers:
Greg Mearman and
Maria Griffiths

Children’s Liturgy:
Maria Griffiths and
Michelle Dennis

Children’s Liturgy:
Angela Harmston and
Anne Davies

Welcomers:
Halina Holman and
Pat Middleton

Welcomers:
Angela Harmston and
Christine Tracey

Items for the newsletter? Please contact Judith Bulmer on 0191 378 3544
or 07980 481 858 or email: judithbulmer@rocketmail.com.
Weekly Bulletin – If you would like to have the bulletin emailed to you
each week please email Judith (details above) and you will be added to
the mailing list. Parish Council minutes are also available electronically.

Last weekend’s collection:
Gift Aid: £224 Loose Plate: £224

Total: £448
CAFOD Family Fast Day Collection (to date): £405
Mass Attendance: 196
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

Please remember in your prayers people who
are sick and housebound in the parish,
including...

Tom Taylorson, Sylvia Kelly, Marie Carey,
Mary Spears, Rose Crick, Maureen
McCrann, Teresa Parkin, Doreen Carroll,
Marie Wilson, Jack Wilkinson, Dorothy
Dowdle, Jean O’Donoghue, Sheila
Collinson and Margaret Pouton.

ONE OF THE DIFFICULTIES we face when hearing familiar scripture texts is that having heard
them many times we are not open to being moved by them. One such example is presented to
us this weekend as we hear the Gospel reading that is often referred to as the Parable of the
Prodigal Son. We are all familiar with this marvellous story, so much so that perhaps we will
‘switch off’ as we hear it proclaimed, especially as it is a long text. To do so would be a great pity
because great pieces of literature, biblical or otherwise, like great music or art, are able to be
endlessly mined to bring to the surface beautiful jewels for our benefit. And what precious jewels
can be drawn from the mine of the Prodigal Son!
We hear how the younger son essentially wishes his father was dead because he asks for his
inheritance, something which would normally only come to him when the father had died. He
then wastes the inheritance on a life of debauchery, reaching such a low point that he would
willingly eat the food of the pigs he was caring for. He decides, sensibly, to return home, willing
to live as one of his father’s servants if not as a son. As he approaches his home we have one
of the most touching scenes in all scripture, in my opinion. The father is waiting at the gate and,
unable to contain himself, abandons all sense of propriety and runs to greet his son and
embraces him. We don’t hear how long the son was away from home but it is fair to bet that the
father was waiting anxiously at the gate every day in anticipation of spotting his son walking up
the road, ready to eagerly welcome him back, regardless of wat he had done.
The parable is clearly meant to illustrate for us God’s willingness to forgive us, no matter what
we have done, if we, like the younger son, have a true change of heart and seek to ‘return home’.
God will welcome us back just as did the father in the parable, for we have chosen true life after
having been dead in sin.
But the parable doesn’t end there. The elder son presents us with a lesson too for this is not a
parable that merely illustrates God’s unconditional love, important as that is. The elder son is one
who is clearly proud of his commitment to his duty, working hard for his father and never
wavering from obedience. On the surface, it seems that the elder son is the more likely of the two
to be favoured by the father (God). But clearly the one thing the elder son has not achieved is an
understanding how his father (God) could possibly find it in himself not to punish the younger son
(us). He sees his father’s actions as rewarding the younger son for his actions, rather than
understanding them as symbolic of his rejoicing in the younger son’s change of heart in returning
to his father.
As we continue our Lenten journey into its second half, let us take the opportunity, like the
younger son, to ‘return to the Father’. Reconciliation is offered frequently in our parish, after
every Mass and after the Stations of the Cross on Wednesday evenings in Lent. If none of these
times are convenient, please feel free to make a mutually convenient time with me if you wish to
celebrate Reconciliation.
Blessings and prayers in the week ahead,

Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
Prayer Group - “Churches Together DH7”: The group will continue to meet in St.Patrick's Presbytery on the following
Tuesday mornings at 9:30am: 15 March and 19 April. All are welcome!
Missio (APF /Mill Hill Missionaries): Pope Francis' Mission Statement for March: That those Christians who are discriminated against or are being persecuted, on account of their faith, may remain strong and faithful to the Gospel, thanks to the incessant prayer of the whole Church. 'God never tires of forgiving us; we are the ones who tire of seeking mercy.'
Missio Quarterly Collection (March): Sponsors will open Red Boxes and collect Brown Envelopes from all contributors during
this month. The latest statistics on the Catholic Church around the world have been released by the Vatican. These can be seen
in our quarterly newsletter this month. In the 1,069 missionary dioceses that are too young or poor to support themselves, the
work of the Church continues thanks to your generosity and prayerful support.
Thank you: To Fr Robert for his help during this difficult time. Thank you for the Mass cards, sympathy cards and beautiful
flowers I received. My grateful thanks, Jennie Staff.
Social Committee: Tickets are still on sale for the social night on 18 March in the Royal British Legion Club, Meadowfield at
7:30pm. Raffle tickets are also on sale from this week. Please see a member of the Social Committee for tickets. Any donations
for raffle prizes will be most gratefully received. All money raised will fund a party for senior citizens in the parish later in the
year.
Brant Pitre CD Set: Can anyone help in locating a missing CD set? If you know the whereabouts of the Brant CD set please
could it be returned to the church as soon as possible. Many thanks!
Lanchester & District Choral & Amateur Operatic Society: Present ‘Sacred Contrasts’ in All Saints’ Catholic church, Kitswell
Road, Lanchester on Friday, 11 March at 7:15pm. Tickets: £8 (including refreshments) available from 01207 521 458 or 01207
520 172.

For our younger parishioners….

SAINTS OF THE WEEK
Sts Felicity and Perpetua - 07 March
In the year 203, Vibia Perpetua made the decision to become a Christian. At 22 years old, this well-educated, highspirited woman had every reason to want to live, including a baby son who was still nursing. We know she was
married, but many historians assume she was a widow.
Perpetua was arrested with four other catechumens including two slaves, one of whom was named Felicity.
Perpetua was baptised before taken to prison. The prison was so crowded with people that the heat was suffocating.
Her most excruciating pain came from being separated from her baby. The young slave, Felicity was even worse off
for Felicity suffered the stifling heat, overcrowding, and rough handling while being eight months’ pregnant.
When Perpetua received permission for her baby to stay with her "my prison suddenly became a palace for me." Her
father came to her, begging her to give in. She told him, "We lie not in our own power but in the power of God." A
judge, out of pity, tried to get Perpetua to change her mind, but when she stood fast, she
was sentenced with the others to be thrown to the wild beasts in the arena.
Felicity was afraid that she would not give birth before the day set for their martyrdom
and her companions would go on their journey without her as it was against the law for
pregnant women to be executed. Two days before the execution, Felicity went into a
painful labour. She gave birth to a healthy girl who was adopted and raised by one of
the local Christian women.
The day arrived for the execution. The men were attacked by bears, leopards, and wild
boars. The women were stripped to face a rabid heifer. When the crowd, however, saw
the two young women, one of whom had obviously just given birth, they were horrified
and the women were removed and clothed again. Perpetua and Felicity were thrown
back into the arena so roughly that they were bruised and hurt. Perpetua, though
confused and distracted, still was thinking of others and went to help Felicity up. The
two of them stood side by side as all five martyrs had their throats cut.
Perpetua's last words were to her brother: "Stand fast in the faith and love one another."
(Taken from Catholic Online www.catholic.org)

DID YOU KNOW…?

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”

...that the story of the Prodigal Son which we hear
this weekend, is one of the many biblical stories
unique to Luke’s Gospel?

“As long as you are proud you cannot know
God. A proud person is always looking
down on things and people: and, of course,
as long as you are looking down, you
cannot see something that is above you.”

Just as John’s Gospel is very different to the
‘Synoptic’ Gospels of Matthew, Mark and
John, so Luke is the most different of these
three synoptic Gospels. Amongst the parables
and stories unique to Luke’s Gospel are the
Good Samaritan (10:30-37), the Pharisee and
the Tax Collector (18:9-14), the Rich Fool
(12:16-21), Zacchaeus the Tax Collector (19:110), the Two Debtors (7:41-43), the Barren
Fig-tree (13:6-9), the Dishonest Manager (16:1
-9), and the Rich Man and Lazarus (16:19-31).
Let us be grateful for these unique texts that
complement the other Gospels for our benefit!

C S Lewis (1898-1963)
Christian Apologist
Mere Christianity

TODAY as we approach for Communion, parishioners sitting in the side aisles please lead out first, from
front pews to back. People in the centre aisles approach for communion, starting from the back to the
front. The front pews are now for anyone who wishes to receive Communion from their seat. Thank you!

