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“He is God, not of the dead, but of the living.” 

YOU WOULD HAVE TO BE a confident person to challenge Jesus on a theological matter          

considering that every encounter between Jesus and a Pharisee, Sadducee or Scribe ends up with 

the challenger walking away with his tail between his legs. This doesn’t deter some Sadducees from 

taking up the challenge to Jesus in our Gospel today, on this occasion concerning the issue of life 

after death. First, some background information to help us understand why this issue was of interest 

to the Sadducees. The Sadducees were a Jewish sect who differed from the Pharisees in that their 

beliefs as Jews were based solely on the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Hebrew scriptures – 

what we today know as Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. They believed 

these books to have been written by Moses. Because none of these scriptures mention resurrection 

from the dead the Sadducees believed that once someone died they went into oblivion. Therefore it 

is not surprising that they approach Jesus with some degree of confidence for the scenario they put 

to him, regarding married relationships after death, is one which presents them with no difficulty: for 

the Sadducees it is a cut-and-dried issue.  

Jesus is more than equal to the task of dealing with this question. He makes several points to refute 

the Sadducees but the two that strike home most clearly are: (1) that life after death is not exactly the 

same as physical existence here and now, and (2) that relationships in the afterlife differ greatly to 

the dynamics which characterise relationships in this world.  

We often think of resurrection in terms of continuing an earthly-like existence but just in another place 

(heaven). We believe that our bodies will be the same (though for many of us, we hope, slimmer and 

more athletic!) and that we will be in the company solely of those we have known and loved during 

life on earth, as well as God, of course. But Jesus puts paid to such ideas. When we entertain such 

thoughts we are really thinking more in terms of resuscitation rather than resurrection. When we 

speak of rising in “body and soul” in resurrection we are simply referring to our total selves sharing in 

the life to come. Relationships will be characterised by a loving 

intimacy with all those who share in the resurrected life, not only 

with those we have liked here on earth. We will love all others in 

this new life simply because we are called to love all others here 

on earth in the present day and age, only we will do it perfectly in 

the life of the resurrection where it will be impossible not to love.  

As disciples of Jesus we are called to live in the here and now but 

not neglecting to keep the afterlife in our consciousness too. As we 

attempt to live life on earth, so we will live to perfection in the   

eternal. So let us live now like Jesus, loving one another          

unconditionally, confident in the hope that as we do so, difficult as 

it may be, we can look forward to the incomprehensible joy of  

intimately loving all others, without exclusion, who will share    

eternal life with us. 

Blessings and prayers in the week ahead, 

Fr Robert 

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time                      06 November, 2016 

Saturday 05 November 

Saturday of Ordinary Time 30 

5:00pm Mass: James Kelly 
           and pro populo 
 

 

Sunday 06 November 

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   

Monday 07 November 

St Willibrord, Bishop 

   

Tuesday 08 November 

Tuesday of Ordinary Time 32 

6:30pm 
 

Mass: Foody and Canavan  
           families 

Wednesday 09 November 

Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 

9:30am 
 

Mass: Sally Thompson 
 
 

Thursday 10 November 

St Leo the Great, Pope, Doctor 

9:30am 

 

Mass: Jack Wilkinson,   
           McGough and  
           Duffy families 

Friday 11 November 

St Martin of Tours, Bishop 

7:00am 

 

 

Mass: Private Intention 

Saturday 12 November 

St Josaphat, Bishop, Martyr 

5:00pm Mass: Michael, Catherine and  
           John Evans 
           and pro populo 

Ministries for this week  

Saturday 05 November 

 

Eucharistic Ministers  
Pauline & Ambrose Burnside 
Judith Bulmer 
 

Readers   
Maria Griffiths 
Angela Harmston 
 

Children’s Liturgy  
Maria Griffiths 
Michelle Dennis 
 

Welcomers 
Janet Harrigan 
Halina Holman 

Ministries for next week 

Saturday 12 November 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Angela & Gordon Tosley 
Angela Harmston 
 

Readers  
Marie Pailey 
Judith Bulmer 
 

Children’s Liturgy  
Maria Griffiths 
Carol Bainbridge 
 

Welcomers 
Janet Harrigan 
Pat Middleton 

 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION    
 

Gift Aid: £229 Loose Plate: £198 

Total: £427 
 

 

Mass Attendance: 132 
 

 

DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE 
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450 

Emailed Bulletin – If you would like to have the parish bulletin emailed to 
you each week please email Judith (details opposite) and you will be 
added to the mailing list. Parish Council minutes are also available 
electronically.  

Please remember in your prayers people who 
are sick and housebound in the parish….. 

Michael Foody, Pat Curran, Tom         
Taylorson, Sylvia Kelly, Marie Carey, 
Mary Spears, Rose Crick, Maureen 
McCrann, Teresa Parkin, Doreen Carroll,  
Dorothy Dowdle, Jean O’Donoghue,     
Margaret Pouton, Betty Allison, Michael 
Kane, Pat Harrison, Olwyn Morris and 
Tom Tracey. 

The week ahead... 

Have you an item for the parish bulletin? Please contact 
Judith Bulmer on (0191) 378 3544 or 07980 481 858 or send 

an email to her at judithbulmer@rocketmail.com.  

APPEALS: The Clergy Training Fund Appeal 

takes place this weekend. Please bear in mind the 

words of Bishop Séamus that were read out in his 

letter to the faithful last weekend about the need to 

adequately fund seminarian and clergy formation 

into the future as FTiH is implemented. 

mailto:judithbulmer@rocketmail.com


SAINT OF THE WEEK 

Saint Martin of Tours - 11 November 

Martin was born in the Roman province of Pannonia (approximating to the western half of 

modern Hungary) in about 316 and was educated at Pavia in Italy. He was baptized, left the 

army and after spending some time as a hermit on an island off the Ligurian coast, found a 

monastery at Ligugé in western France, where he lived a monastic life guided by St Hilary. 

Later he was ordained priest and became bishop of Tours. In his actions he gave an example of 

what a good shepherd should be. He founded other monasteries, educated the clergy, and 

preached the Gospel to the poor. He died in 397. 

The famous story about St Martin is that while a soldier in Amiens he gave half of his military 

cloak to a beggar and later had a dream in which the beggar revealed himself as Christ. 

Information taken from Universalis 

DID YOU KNOW…? 
...that despite the belief of many         
Catholics to the contrary, hell and      

purgatory are still part of the doctrine of 
the Church? 

With regard to purgatory, the Church   
teaches that “All who die in God’s grace 
and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, 
are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; 
but after death they undergo purification, so 
as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter 
the joy of heaven.” 

Catechism of the Catholic Church, n.1030 

 

Forward Together in Hope (FTiH): Note that there will be a meeting with the Durham parishes as well as a parish meeting this 
coming week. The meeting in Durham takes place this Tuesday evening, 08 November,  at St Leonard’s in the Sixth Form  
Centre from 7:00pm. Our parish meeting will take place the following evening, Wednesday 09 November, in the Presbytery from 

7:00pm. Have your say about future parish partnerships! 

Churches Together in DH7: Prayer group meets in St Patrick’s Presbytery on the third Tuesday of each month from 9:30am to 

10:15am. Next meeting is 15 November. All welcome! 

Rock and Roll night: There will be another Rock and Roll night on Friday 02 December at 7:00pm at The Royal British Legion 

Club, Meadowfield. Tickets are priced £3.00 and available from Jan Shoulder 07977 567155. All proceeds are for the St John's 

Church Hall Fund. 

Vacancies: The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle is looking to appoint a full-time Safeguarding Co-ordinator. For further    
information and an application pack please visit our website www.rcdhn.org.uk or contact us 0191 243 3301, email              
human.resources@diocesehn.org.uk. The closing date for applications is 11 November. On the noticeboard there is also an 

advertisement for an Assistant Web and Media Manager with the Diocese. Closing date 18 November. 

Elizabeth Jackson RIP: The funeral service for Elizabeth Jackson of Onslow Terrace, who died late October, will be held here 

at St Patrick’s on Monday, 07 November, at 1:15pm. Followed by the committal at Durham Crematorium. 

Ushaw College Events: Are you aware that Ushaw College, just ten minutes’ drive away, has lots of great things happening for 
visitors in November and December? Pick up a brochure from the back of the church or go to www.ushaw.org. Events include 
concerts, a Christmas Fair and a performance of “The Snowman”. Christmas Afternoon Teas are available every Saturday 

afternoon through to 17 December. Lots of great things happening in a beautiful setting right on our doorstep! 

Voices of Mercy - Bury the Dead: Listen to the voices of those who offer dignity to those who have died, and comfort those 

who mourn,. St Anne’s Parish Centre, Hylton Road, Pennywell, Sunderland  SR4 9AA. Wednesday 07 December from 7:00pm. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

What’s going on…? 

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK” 

“Man is made in the image and likeness of 
God.” Every person with whom I come into 
contact is not only going to tell me something 
of God, but is also going to reveal something 
of God’s love for me. I like to think that the 
affection another shows to me is a special 
word of love from God. It is as if every person 
who shows affection for me is in some way 
transmitting God’s love to me. 

Cardinal Basil Hume 
The Mystery of Love 
(2004) 

 

PRAY FOR… the souls of the faithful departed right throughout this month of November. 

We pray for all those whose names are inscribed in our Book of  Remembrance, for others 

we have known and loved who have left us, for those who otherwise would have no one to 
pray for them. We remember in a special way too all those who have died in war, especially 
the innocent victims of tyranny and those who use religion as a justification for violence. 

SCHOOL NEWS 
First Holy Communicants 

Please keep our children preparing for First 
Sacraments in your prayers.  They join us in 
Mass tonight and their involvement will        
celebrate their recent learning about Baptism.  

Local Authority Advisor 

The school's Local Authority Advisor visited this 
week and congratulated the school on its results 
from last academic year.  The school's perfor-
mance was very good in all key stages. Pupils 
exceeded the national figures at the expected 
level in reading, writing and mathematics and 
performed very well at the higher levels too.   

The 2016 St Leonard’s Lecture—Thursday 
10 November 

Joe Plumb (Projects co-ordinator of The Peru 
Mission/British Honorary Consul in Iquitos) will 
present a lecture reflecting on the work of The 
Peru Mission over the past 17 years.  This will 
take place at St. Leonard’s School (Main Hall) 
starting at 6:30pm. Everyone is welcome to 
attend. 

Community Police Officer 

To support their work on 
the topic 'People Who Help 
Us', a community police 
officer visited our infant 
pupils this week to give a 
safety talk.  She brought 
along two police dogs 
which made the visit all 
the more enjoyable for the 
children.  

 

~ The Art of Dying Well ~ 
The Art of Dying Well is a new website that offers a 

helping hand to those grappling with issues around 

death and dying. Based in the Catholic tradition but 

open to all, it features real-life stories about dealing 

with the journey through death to eternal life. It will 

launch in November - the traditional month of     

remembering and praying for the dead. 

 

www.artofdyingwell.org 

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/
mailto:human.resources@diocesehn.org.uk

