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“Come and have breakfast.” 

WHO COULD RESIST such an invitation from Jesus?  

This weekend’s Gospel features another post-Resurrection appearance of Jesus to a few of the   

disciples, this time Peter, Thomas, Bartholomew, James, John and two other unnamed disciples. 

(Note that seven disciples – the ‘perfect’ number – are present, a point not lost on those hearing this 

Gospel in the early Church). Jesus appears to them on the shore of the Sea of Tiberias (also called 

the Sea of Galilee or Lake Gennesaret) and, after assisting the disciples with their catch of fish, invites 

them to a morning repast of fish and bread.  

Scholars find this appearance of Jesus interesting because it appears in Chapter 21 of John’s Gospel 

which seems to be a later addition to the Gospel, probably not written by the Evangelist John but 

possibly by a follower of his. At the end of last week’s Gospel we heard the last words of Chapter 20: 

“These [signs] are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

believing this you may have life through his name.” Such words seem to mark the end of the Gospel 

but then another chapter is added with this appearance of Jesus which is not mentioned in Matthew, 

Mark or Luke. This additional chapter ends in a similar manner to Chapter 20 talking of the “many 

other things that Jesus did” which cannot possibly be written down for lack of space.  

But let’s put aside this interesting diversion and return to the content of the Gospel. Obviously, there is 

much to contemplate but let us focus on the meal that Jesus prepares on the beach. Meals are   

prominent in the Gospels because they involve by their very nature a gathering of people (at least in 

ancient times). As one commentator, Don Talafous, notes: “…the emphasis on meals stresses that we 

can find the risen Lord in the company of other human beings, in community, in relationships, and in 

love and friendship.” Meals foster such gatherings of people to enable us to deepen our love for one 

another. No wonder then that Jesus left us the great gift of the Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist, a meal in 

which the faithful gather, pray, sing, stand, sit and kneel in one common action as a sign of our    

oneness in Christ Jesus. Partaking of the food and drink Jesus offers us, his Body and Blood,      

underlines and makes this unity a reality and, if we are willing, bears fruit in our lives outside the 

church building in our day-to-day living.  

But notice how Don Talafous, in his quote, states that we can 

find the risen Lord in the company of others. The challenge for 

us is to want to find the risen Lord in those we gather with, 

often by chance rather than by choice. Christ is there in every 

one we meet and in every situation we experience – we just 

have to be willing to see him, most especially in the          

unexpected.  

The invitation from Jesus is always there and he is always 

awaiting our response just as he was nearly two thousand 
years ago in the light of dawn on the shores of the Sea of 
Tiberias. 
 

Blessings and prayers throughout the Easter season, 

Fr Robert 

3rd Sunday of Easter                                             10 April, 2016 

Saturday 09 April 

 

5:00pm Mass: James Kelly and  
pro populo 
 

 

Sunday 10 April 

3rd Sunday of Easter 

   

Monday 11 April 

St Stanislaus, martyr 

   

Tuesday 12 April 

Weekday of Eastertide 

  

Wednesday 13 April 

Weekday of Eastertide 

9:30am 

 

 

Communion Service 
 

Thursday 14 April 

Weekday of Eastertide 

9:30am 

 

Mass: Richard and Catherine 
Purdom 
 

Friday 15 April 

Weekday of Eastertide 

7:00am 

 

 

Mass: Private Intention 

 

Saturday 16 April 

Weekday of Eastertide 

 

5:00pm Mass: Walter Staff 

 

Ministries for this week  

Saturday 02 March 

Eucharistic Ministers:  
Mr & Mrs Burnside  
and Judith Bulmer 

 

Readers:   
Pat Harrison and  
Margaret Purdom 
 

Children’s Liturgy:   
No Children’s Liturgy due to 
half-term break 
 

Welcomers:   
Sally Thompson and  
Janet Harrigan 

Ministries for next week 

Saturday 09 April 

Eucharistic Ministers:  
Angela Harmston and  
Angela Tosley 
 

Readers:   
Pat Middleton and          
Claire Lavery 
 

Children’s Liturgy:   
No Children’s Liturgy due to 
half-term break 
 

Welcomers:   
Halina Holman and              
Pat Middleton 

 
LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION:    

 

Gift Aid: £211    Loose Plate: £254 

Total: £465 
 

 

Mass Attendance: 150 
 

 

DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE 
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450 

Items for the newsletter? Please contact Judith Bulmer on 0191 378 3544 
or 07980 481 858 or email: judithbulmer@rocketmail.com. 

Weekly Bulletin – If you would like to have the bulletin emailed to you 
each week please email Judith (details above) and you will be added to 
the mailing list. Parish Council minutes are also available electronically.  

Please remember in your prayers people who 
are sick and housebound in the parish,       
including... 

Tom Taylorson, Sylvia Kelly, Marie Carey,  
Mary Spears, Rose Crick, Maureen 
McCrann, Teresa Parkin, Doreen Carroll,  
Marie Wilson, Jack Wilkinson, Dorothy 
Dowdle, Jean O’Donoghue, Sheila Collinson, 
Margaret Pouton, Betty Allison and    
Michael Caine. 

The week ahead... 

mailto:judithbulmer@rocketmail.com


SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St Stanislaus - 11 April 

Stanislaus, (26 July, 1030 – 11 April, 1079) was a Bishop of Kraków known chiefly for having been martyred by 
the Polish king Bolesław II. Stanislaus is venerated in the Roman Catholic Church as Saint Stanislaus the  

Martyr. 

According to tradition, Stanislaus was the only son of noble and pious parents. He was educated at a cathedral 

school and later in Paris or Liège. On his return to Poland, Stanislaus was ordained a priest. 

After the Bishop's death (1072), Stanislaus was elected his successor but accepted the office only at the explicit 

command of Pope Alexander II. Stanislaus was one of the earliest native Polish bishops. 

Stanislaus encouraged King Bolesław to establish Benedictine monasteries to aid in the Christianisation of 
Poland. Stanislaus's initial conflict with King Bolesław was over a land dispute. A more substantial conflict with 
King Bolesław arose after a prolonged war in Ruthenia, when weary warriors deserted home, alarmed at tidings 
that their overseers were taking over their estates and wives. The King punished the soldiers' faithless wives 
very cruelly and was criticised for it by Stanislaus. Whatever the actual cause of the conflict between them, the 
result was that the Bishop excommunicated King Bolesław. The                
excommunication aided the King's political opponents, and the King accused 

Bishop Stanislaus of treason and had him killed. 

King Bolesław sent his men to execute Bishop Stanislaus without trial but 
when they didn't dare to touch the Bishop, the King decided to kill the bishop 
himself. He is said to have slain Stanislaus while he was celebrating Mass. 
The guards then cut the Bishop's body into pieces and scattered them to be   
devoured by wild beasts. The exact date of Stanislaus’s death is uncertain. 
The murder stirred outrage through the land and led to the dethronement of 
King Bolesław II, who had to seek refuge in Hungary and was succeeded by 

his brother. 

Roman Catholic churches belonging to Polish communities outside Poland are 

often dedicated to Saint Stanislaus. 
 

 

(Taken from Catholic Online www.catholic.org) 

DID YOU KNOW…? 
...that there is a great deal of symbolism in the 

scriptures, especially in relation to numbers?  

We are all familiar with the prominence of the 
number forty in the scriptures (forty years in the 
desert, forty days of rain for the great flood, forty 

days of fasting by Moses and Jesus and so on) but 
other numbers are prominent too. Among those is 
the perfect number seven, such as the number of 

disciples in today’s Gospel. As for the 153 fish 
that were caught (John 21:11), your guess is as 
good as mine or that of any scripture scholar!   

ALLELUIA! 

 

Parish Council Meeting: The Parish Council will be meeting again shortly. Should you have any items for the Council to    
consider, kindly email them to Judith Bulmer by Sunday 17 April or speak to a member of the Parish Council. Judith ‘s email 

address is judithbulmer@rocketmail.com.  

The Year of Mercy: In this Year of Mercy we are to have a special ‘Liturgy of Mercy’ in our local deanery. This will be at St 

Joseph’s, Gilesgate on Thursday, 28 April at 7:00 pm. All welcome! 

Year of Mercy Reflections: Reflections on the Spiritual Works of Mercy by Prof Karen Kilby on Wednesday, 20 April 
at 11:00am at St Mary’s Cathedral and 7:00pm at St Leonard’s School.  Reflections on the Corporal Works of Mercy by Fr Chris 

Hughes on Wednesday, 27 April at 11:00am at St Mary’s Cathedral and 7:00pm at St Leonard’s School. 

Missio (Mill Hill Missionaries): Thank you sponsors and contributors for raising a total of £673.62. If anyone would like to know 

more about the work of the missions take a look at their website www.millhillmissionaries.org.uk 

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for April: That amid political and religious conflicts, Christians in Africa may give witness to 

love and faith in Christ Jesus. "It is hard to forgive others. Lord, grant us your mercy, so that we can always forgive."  

Want to know more about Catholic Social Teaching? Would you like to become part of a group of individuals from across the 

diocese who would be willing to undertake collaborative study in Catholic Social Teaching? Perhaps you have thought at times 

that you would like to know more about the so-called ‘best kept secret’ of our Church? Would you be willing to undertake    

independent study online and meet regularly for discussions, say once a month, where we could serve as a support network for 

each other? The Diocesan Departments for Formation and Justice and Peace have funding available so no costs involved. No 

prior knowledge is needed. Hopefully, it would be an enjoyable undertaking too! Please contact me for any further information: 

Louise Harrison, parishioner of Newhouse, Esh Winning. Email: maryalicelouise@outlook.com or by phone: 07532 309 745 or 

(0191) 375 7784.  

For our younger parishioners…. 

TODAY as we approach for Communion, parishioners sitting in the side aisles please lead out first, from 

front pews to back. People in the centre aisles approach for communion, starting from the back to the 

front. The front pews are now for anyone who wishes to receive Communion from their seat. Thank you! 

What’s going on…? 

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK” 

"One of the questions that most preoccupies men 

and women is this: what is there after death? To 

this mystery today’s solemnity allows us to respond 

that death does not have the last word, because 

Life will be victorious at the end. This certainty of 

ours is based not on simple human reasoning, but 

on a historical fact of faith: Jesus Christ, crucified 

and buried, is risen with his glorified body. Jesus is 

risen so that we too, believing in him, may have 

eternal life. This proclamation is at 

the heart of the Gospel message." 

Pope Benedict XVI  (b. 1927) 

Easter Message, 2009 

Additional Collection next weekend:  

Please note that next weekend there will be 

an  additional collection at Mass to assist the 

Little Sisters of the Poor who run the St  

Joseph’s Home for the Elderly in Newcastle. 

Gift aid envelopes and some prayer cards are    

available at the back of the church this   

weekend to enable you to make a donation 

next weekend. The Sisters thank you in  

anticipation of your generosity to allow them to 

continue to provide this valuable ministry in 

our Diocese. 

Celebration of Marriage: Bishop Séamus 
will celebrate Mass in St Mary’s Cathedral on 
Saturday 14 May at 11:00am to give thanks 
for the Sacrament of Marriage.  
He has invited each parish community to be 
represented by two couples, young or old, 
newly married or celebrating a significant 
anniversary.  
This promises to be a wonderful celebration 
and will provide affirmation and support for 
Marriage across the diocese and to the wider 
North-East community. 
If you would like to volunteer to be a couple 
present at this wonderful celebration, please 
see Fr Robert as soon as possible. 

http://www.millhillmissionaries.org.uk
mailto:maryalicelouise@outlook.com

