St Patrick’s RC Church, Langley Moor

The week ahead...
Saturday 12 March

5:00pm

Weekday of Lent

Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph 0191 378 4486
St Patrick’s RC Primary School: Ph 0191 378 0552

Mass: Alice Egglestone
and pro populo.
Confessions after Mass

Sunday 13 March

Hospital Chaplain: Ph 0191 526 5131.

5th Sunday of Lent

13 March, 2016

th

5 Sunday of Lent

“Neither do I condemn you...”

Monday 14 March
Weekday of Lent

IN LAST WEEKEND’S “Did You Know?” box in the parish bulletin I listed some of the parables and
stories that are unique to Luke’s Gospel and you will have noticed that there are quite a few of them.
This was in response to last weekend’s Gospel passage of the Prodigal Son, a parable found only in
the Gospel of Luke.

Tuesday 15 March
Weekday of Lent
Wednesday 16 March

9:30am

Mass: Private Intention

9:30am

Stations of the Cross
Mass: Maughan Family

7:00am

Mass: Private Intention

5:00pm

Mass: Olive McKenna
and pro populo.

Weekday of Lent
Thursday 17 March
St Patrick, Bishop
Friday 18 March

Weekday of Lent
Saturday 19 March
St Joseph, husband of BVM

Confessions after Mass
Ministries for this week
Saturday 12 March

Ministries for next week
Saturday 19 March

Eucharistic Ministers:
Mr & Mrs Tosley and
Angela Harmston

Eucharistic Ministers:
Mr & Mrs Wass and
Andrew Aberdeen

Readers:
Greg Mearman and
Maria Griffiths

Readers:
Marie Pailey and
Angela Tosley

Children’s Liturgy:
Angela Harmston and
Anne Davies

Children’s Liturgy:
Maria Griffiths and
Michelle Dennis

Welcomers:
Angela Harmston and
Christine Tracey

Welcomers:
Sally Thompson and
Janet Harrigan

Items for the newsletter? Please contact Judith Bulmer on 0191 378 3544
or 07980 481 858 or email: judithbulmer@rocketmail.com.
Weekly Bulletin – If you would like to have the bulletin emailed to you
each week please email Judith (details above) and you will be added to
the mailing list. Parish Council minutes are also available electronically.

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION:
Gift Aid: £242 Loose Plate: £218

Total: £460
Mass Attendance: 155
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

Please remember in your prayers people who
are sick and housebound in the parish,
including...

Tom Taylorson, Sylvia Kelly, Marie Carey, Mary Spears, Rose Crick, Maureen
McCrann, Teresa Parkin, Doreen Carroll,
Marie Wilson, Jack Wilkinson, Dorothy
Dowdle, Jean O’Donoghue, Sheila
Collinson and Margaret Pouton.

We have before us this weekend another unique Gospel passage, though not from Luke – this time we
hear from the Gospel of John, a Gospel which is different from the three ‘synoptic’ Gospels of Matthew,
Mark and Luke in so many ways. The Gospel presented to us today is that of the woman caught in
adultery. Like the parable of the Prodigal Son, this is a story which is well known because it resonates
with us very deeply, principally because of the mercy shown to the adulterous woman by Jesus, just as
the father shows mercy and forgiveness to the son when he returns home in the Gospel of the Prodigal
Son. Though the Gospel of the woman caught in adultery is always heard on the Fifth Sunday of Lent in
Year C, it is a happy coincidence that we are currently celebrating the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy.
This Gospel of Jesus showing mercy to the woman caught in adultery is surely a worthy reminder to us
of this essential aspect of Christian life.
Of course, like all Gospel passages there are many aspects of the story which can be examined in
detail. Where, for example, is the man with whom the woman is accused of committing adultery?
What did Jesus write on the ground with his finger? To what extent are the scribes and Pharisees really
concerned about punishing the woman as opposed to trapping Jesus?
Let us put those questions aside for the moment and focus on Jesus’ response to the woman because
it is here that we witness true mercy. Jesus does not deny the fact that the woman has committed a
serious sin. His main concern however is not with her past but with her future. He makes this evident
with the words, “Neither do I condemn you. Go away, and do not sin any more.” In effect, the woman’s
slate has been wiped clean and she leaves Jesus presence as though she had never sinned. Not only
has her life been saved, but she has been renewed in a very real way. This is the exact dynamic that
operates when we bring our sins to God in the sacrament of Reconciliation. We leave the confessional
renewed and are able to look to the future as opposed to dwelling miserably on our past.
And we can do this only because of God’s mercy, demonstrated to us this weekend in this moving
Gospel. Yet showing mercy is not meant to be an action restricted to God for just as we are shown
mercy, so mercy is expected of us. Pope Francis wrote of this in his Papal Bull of Indiction for the
Year of Mercy, Misericordiae Vultus (‘The Face of Mercy’):
Jesus affirms that mercy is not only an action of the Father, it becomes
a criterion for ascertaining who his true children are. In short we are
called to show mercy because mercy has first been shown to us.
Pardoning offences becomes the clearest expression of merciful love,
and for us Christians it is an imperative from which we cannot excuse
ourselves. (Para. 9)
Let us resolve in the remaining days of Lent to opening our hearts to God’s mercy
and commit to making it evident in our actions.
Blessings and prayers in the week ahead,
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
Pastoral Care of the Sick and Housebound: Do you know someone who lives in the parish but cannot get to Mass and is in
need of the sacraments? It is our responsibility to care for our brothers and sisters who cannot gather with us each week. If you
know someone in this situation who is in need of pastoral care, please pass their details on to Fr Robert.
Maundy Thursday: As is customary, during the Maundy Thursday Mass to commemorate the Last Supper, Fr Robert will wash
the feet of twelve parishioners in remembrance of Jesus’s act of servant discipleship. We need twelve volunteers of all ages and
both genders. It's not difficult and no training is required! If you are willing to participate please see Malcolm Wass or Father
Robert.
Brandon Foodbank: Many thanks to all those who regularly support the foodbank appeal, providing emergency food supplies
for needy families in our parish. The foodbank desperately needs non-perishable foodstuffs, for example long-life milk, tinned
foods, dried packet foods, cereals, rice and pasta. Please take a "shopping list" from the back of church which lists the foods
suitable for donation. Please leave all donations at the back of church for collection as soon as possible. Alternatively, visit
durham.foodbank.org.uk to find out more about the crucial work of the foodbank, and ways in which you can support the foodbank in our local area.
Churches Together in DH7: The Lenten Course group will meet on the Thursday 19 March at St Andrews Methodist Church in
Brandon for “The Easter Journey”. Anyone wishing to join us who has not attended the Lenten Course will be most welcome.
The Prayer Group will be meeting on Tuesday 19 March here at St Patrick’s at 9:30am. Everyone is most welcome!
St Patrick's Day cards and Easter cards: There is a selection of cards available at the back of church for both St Patrick's day
and Easter. Please take a few moments to have a look.
Social Committee: Tickets are still on sale for the social night on 18 March in the Royal British Legion Club, Meadowfield at
7:30pm. Raffle tickets are also on sale from this week. Please see a member of the Social Committee for tickets. Any donations
for raffle prizes will be most gratefully received. All money raised will fund a party for senior citizens in the parish later in the
year.

For our younger parishioners….

Holy Week Schedule
Monday, 21 March: Mass @ 9:30am
Tuesday, 22 March: Mass @ 9:30am
Wednesday, 23 March: Mass @ 9:30am
Thursday, 24 March: Mass of the Lord’s Supper @ 7:00pm.
You are also welcome to attend the 11:00am Chrism Mass
at St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle. A wonderful liturgy!
Friday, 25 March: Stations of the Cross @ 10:00am
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion @ 3:00pm

Saturday, 26 March: The Great Easter Vigil @ 5:00pm
Sunday, 27 March: Mass @ 10:00am

The opportunity to celebrate Reconciliation will be
offered after the morning Masses Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday till 11:00am and after the Stations of
the Cross on Good Friday till 12:00noon only.
Thank you!

SAINT OF THE WEEK
St Patrick - 17 March
Patrick was born in Roman Britain and when he was fourteen or so, was captured by Irish pirates during a raiding party and
taken to Ireland as a slave to herd and tend sheep. At the time, Ireland was a land of Druids and pagans but Patrick turned to
God and wrote his memoir, The Confession. In The Confession, he wrote:
"The love of God and his fear grew in me more and more, as did the faith, and my soul was roused, so that, in a single day,
I have said as many as a hundred prayers and in the night, nearly the same. I prayed in the woods and on the mountain, even
before dawn. I felt no hurt from the snow or ice or rain."
Patrick's captivity lasted until he was twenty, when he escaped after having a dream from God in which he was told to leave
Ireland by going to the coast. There he found some sailors who took him back to Britain and he was reunited with his family.
A few years after returning home, Patrick saw a vision he described in his memoir:
"I saw a man coming, as it were from Ireland. His name was Victoricus, and he carried many letters, and he gave me one of
them. I read the heading: 'The Voice of the Irish.' As I began the letter, I imagined in that moment that I heard the voice of
those very people who were near the wood of Foclut, which is beside the western sea, and they cried out, as with one voice:
'We appeal to you, holy servant boy, to come and walk among us.'"
The vision prompted his studies for the priesthood. He was ordained by St Germanus, the Bishop of Auxerre, whom he had
studied under for years, and was later ordained a bishop and sent to take the Gospel to Ireland.
Patrick arrived in Slane, Ireland on 25 March, 433. Patrick was able to convert the local chieftain and preach the Gospel
throughout Ireland. There, he converted many people - eventually thousands - and he began building churches across the
country. Entire kingdoms were eventually converted to Christianity.
Patrick preached and converted all of Ireland for 40 years. He worked many miracles and wrote of his love for God in his
Confessions. After years of living in poverty, travelling and enduring much suffering, he died 17 March, 461.
He is believed to be buried in Down Cathedral, Downpatrick. His grave was marked in 1990
with a granite stone.
"The Breastplate," Patrick's poem of faith and trust in God reads as follows:
Christ be within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort and restore me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ inquired, Christ
in danger, Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.
(Taken from Catholic Online www.catholic.org)

DID YOU KNOW…?
...that St Patrick was not the first Christian
leader in Ireland?
Because St Patrick is so strongly tied to the
Christianisation of Ireland, it can be forgotten
that other missionaries preceded Patrick,
though with less success than has been
attributed to Patrick. Pope Celestine I sent
Palladius to Ireland in the year 431 as the first
bishop to Irish Christians. Prior to Palladius,
other Christian leaders were active in Ireland
such as Ciaran Saighir the Elder, Auxilius,
Secundinus and Iserninus. It is likely that
these leaders ministered to those already
Christians to ensure they did not fall prey to
the various heresies that were circulating in
the Church at that time.

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
“I came to the Irish heathens to preach the
Good News and to put up with insults from
unbelievers. I heard my mission abused, I
endured many persecutions even to the
extent of chains; I gave up my free-born
status for the good of others.”
St Patrick (c.385 - 461)
Bishop & Missionary
Confession of St Patrick

TODAY as we approach for Communion, parishioners sitting in the side aisles please lead out first, from
front pews to back. People in the centre aisles approach for communion, starting from the back to the
front. The front pews are now for anyone who wishes to receive Communion from their seat. Thank you!

