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Remembrance Sunday 

I HAD THREE options before me this weekend regarding the focus for this column. Firstly, I could have 

focused on the scriptural texts for the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time which talk about the end times, highly 

appropriate considering we are approaching the end of the liturgical year with the season of Advent      

beginning in just two weeks’ time. Secondly, it would have been interesting to reflect on the biggest news 

event of the past week – Donald Trump being elected as the next President of the United States, effective 

as of 20 January 2017.  The perceived wisdom is that his success rested at least partly on the                 

anti-establishment feeling of many Americans and the ramifications of the election will certainly reverberate 

beyond the borders of the United States. My third option, and the one I decided to take up, is to focus on 

Remembrance Sunday. 

Whilst Remembrance Day is known to me, Remembrance Sunday is not a commemoration with which I am 

familiar. For Australians and New Zealanders, the primary commemoration of those who lost their lives in 

war is 25 April, Anzac Day. Street marches of serving armed forces members, veterans and descendants of 

deceased military personnel take place right across the nation, from capital cities to regional towns. One 

thing which strikes many visitors to Australia is the proliferation of war memorials across the nation. In the 

centre of even the smallest country town you are likely to find a large stone monument inscribed with the 

names of residents who died in the various wars in which Australia has participated, from the Boer War 

through to the more recent wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Anzac Day recalls the day in 1915 when the Australia and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZACs) landed on 

the Gallipoli peninsula (in modern-day Turkey) to fight the Ottoman Turks who were allied with the Axis 

powers. In the end, the campaign was a failure, and the Australian and New Zealand forces retreated, but 

not before a huge loss of life. It ought to be remembered that in 1915, the population of Australia was just 

under five million people and New Zealand had just over one million people. Over 400,000 Australians  

enlisted in World War One and 62,000 of them were killed. Staggeringly, over 100,000 New Zealand troops 

and nurses served overseas in WWI, almost ten percent of the population. Of the New Zealand forces, 

16,700 soldiers were killed in WWI.  

Facts and figures may be interesting but as a Christian people our 

interest needs to go much deeper. The Second Vatican Council noted 

that “Peace is more than the absence of war: it cannot be reduced to 

the maintenance of a balance of power between opposing forces nor 

does it arise out of despotic dominion, but it is appropriately called ‘the 

effect of righteousness.’” (Gaudium et Spes, n.78) Peace must be 

worked for and when it exists it won’t be sustained without some effort. 

Complacency is surely the greatest enemy of peace. 

In this weekend’s Mass we pray in a special way for all victims of war. 

But let us pray too for ourselves, that we will be motivated to become 

more active agents in the efforts to make our world a place that reflects 

more truly something of the eternal kingdom to which we aspire. 

 

Blessings and prayers in the week ahead, 

Fr Robert 
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Saturday 12 November 

Saturday of Ordinary Time 32 

5:00pm Mass: Michael, Catherine and  
           John Evans 
           and pro populo 
 

 

Sunday 13 November 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   

Monday 14 November 

Monday of Ordinary Time 33 

   

Tuesday 15 November 

Tuesday of Ordinary Time 33 

NO  
MASS 

 

 

Wednesday 16 November 

Wednesday of Ordinary Time 33 

9:30am 
 

Mass: Frank Wilson 
 
 

Thursday 17 November 

St Hilda of Whitby, Abbess 

9:30am 

 

Mass: Bryan Cheesey 

Friday 18 November 

Friday of Ordinary Time 33 

NO  
MASS 

 

 

Saturday 19 November 

Saturday of Ordinary Time 33 

5:00pm Mass: Sarah Tracey 
           and pro populo 

Ministries for this week  

Saturday 12 November 

 

Eucharistic Ministers  
Angela & Gordon Tosley 
Angela Harmston 
 

Readers   
Marie Pailey 
Judith Bulmer 
 

Children’s Liturgy  
Maria Griffiths 
Carol Bainbridge 
 

Welcomers 
Janet Harrigan 
Halina Holman 

Ministries for next week 

Saturday 19 November 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Malcolm & Teresa Wass 
Andrew Aberdeen 
 

Readers  
Ann Canavan 
Angela Tosley 
 

Children’s Liturgy  
Anne Davies 
Angela Harmston 
 

Welcomers 
Mary Kitching 
Pat Middleton 

 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION    
 

Gift Aid: £255 Loose Plate: £180 

Total: £435 
 

 

Mass Attendance: 148 
 

 

DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE 
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450 

Emailed Bulletin – If you would like to have the parish bulletin emailed to 
you each week please email Judith (details opposite) and you will be 
added to the mailing list. Parish Council minutes are also available 
electronically.  

Please remember in your prayers people who 
are sick and housebound in the parish….. 

Pat Curran, Tom Taylorson, Sylvia Kelly, 
Marie Carey, Mary Spears, Rose Crick, 
Maureen McCrann, Teresa Parkin, Doreen 
Carroll,  Dorothy Dowdle, Jean        
O’Donoghue, Margaret Pouton, Betty  
Allison, Michael Kane, Pat Harrison,  
Olwyn Morris and Tom Tracey. 

The week ahead... 

Have you an item for the parish bulletin? Please contact 
Judith Bulmer on (0191) 378 3544 or 07980 481 858 or send 

an email to her at judithbulmer@rocketmail.com.  

APPEALS: The Clergy Training Fund Appeal 

last weekend raised £208. Thank you for your 

generosity. Next Sunday is Youth Sunday and so 

there will be a retiring collection after Mass. Please 

see the notice on page two of the bulletin for more 

details on this collection. 

mailto:judithbulmer@rocketmail.com


SAINT OF THE WEEK 

Saint Hilda of Whitby - 17 November 

St Hilda (or Hild) was born in Northumbria in 614. She was the grandniece of King Edwin of  

Northumbria and was not baptised until the age of thirteen. 

Hilda wanted to followed her sister to a monastery in France but St Aidan urged her to establish a 

religious house on the north bank of the Wear. She stayed for a year and then took charge of the 

monastery of Hieu at Hartlepool. She proved to be an able and wise superior and, after several 

years at Hartlepool, she set about establishing the famous double monastery at Whitby which she 

governed for the rest of her life. 

Hilda was an extraordinary woman for her time. Her influence was widespread and her advice was 

valued by high and low alike. St Bede says “all her knew her called her mother, such were her 

wonderful godliness and grace.” It was at her monastery that the important Synod of Whitby was 

held in 644 to decide upon a common Church order between the rival parties who supported Celtic 

ways and Roman ways, especially on the dating of Easter. 

 

Information taken from Universalis 

DID YOU KNOW…? 
...that the end times that we hear of in the 
scriptures at this time of year have a  

formal name? 

Eschatology is a Greek word that refers to 
the events that will occur at the end of time. 
Many religions, including Christianity, have 
a belief that certain events will mark the end 
of the world as we know it. A few books in 
both the Old and New Testaments make 
reference to the end times but the Book of 
Revelation is perhaps the best known. The 
central event in Christian eschatology is, of 
course, the return of Christ.  

 

Forward Together in Hope (FTiH): A few of us are meeting up this week to discuss developments on a parish partnership with 
the Durham City parishes and the combined parishes of Trimdon, Sedgefield and Coxhoe. Further details will be made available 

next weekend.  

Churches Together in DH7: Prayer group meets in St Patrick’s Presbytery on the third Tuesday of each month from 9:30am to 

10:15am. Next meeting is 15 November. All welcome! 

HCPT Pilgrimage Morning Tea Fundraiser: There will be a coffee morning fundraiser in the presbytery on Saturday, 26   

November from 10:00am to 1:00pm. Proceeds go to HCPT, an organisation that offers week-long pilgrimage holidays to Lourdes 

for disabled and disadvantaged children and young people. All are welcome! Tickets are £1.50 and are available from Pauline 

Crooks and other ladies at the rear of the church. 

Youth Sunday Collection: Next weekend we celebrate Youth Sunday. Bishop Seamus and the Youth Ministry Trust wish to 
thank you for your generous contributions to last year’s collection and for all you have done throughout the year to support our 
young people on their faith journey. There will be a collection next week to support the work of YMT. Envelopes are available if 
you would like the opportunity to Gift Aid your donation.  

Mass Changes: Please note that I will be at a meeting this Tuesday evening for “Forward Together in Hope” and away on 

Friday this week so there will be no Mass on Tuesday evening or Friday morning this coming week. Wednesday and Thursday 

Masses are unaffected. Apologies to those affected by this change. 

Year of Mercy Thanksgiving Mass: On Saturday 19th November, 12:00noon at St Mary’s Cathedral in Newcastle, Bishop 
Seamus will concelebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving for the Year of Mercy and the Door of Mercy will be closed.  All are welcome 
to attend.  There is be a display by the Sisters of Mercy inside the Cathedral from Thursday 17th – Saturday 19th November.  
Social Night Raffle: Please check your raffle tickets from this event as there are still two unclaimed prizes. The winning tickets 
are PINK 669 and PINK 615. 
Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party: Organised by St Patrick’s Social Committee, this will take place on Saturday 03 December 
at 12:30pm at the Royal British Legion, Meadowfield. Any parishioners wishing to attend should add their name to the list at the 
rear of the church. Raffle tickets will be on sale on Saturday, 26 November. 

 

What’s going on…? 

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK” 

“We can enter heaven only thanks to the blood 
of the Lamb, thanks to the blood of Christ. 
Christ’s own blood has justified us, which has 
opened for us the gates of heaven. And if today 
we remember our brothers and sisters who have 
gone before us in life and are in Heaven, it is 
because they have been washed in the blood of 
Christ. That is our hope: the hope of Christ’s 
blood! It is a hope that does not disappoint.       
If we walk with the Lord in life, 
he will never disappoint us.” 

Pope Francis 
Homily at Cemetery of Verano 
01 November, 2013 

PRAY FOR… the souls of the faithful departed right throughout this month of November. 

We pray for all those whose names are inscribed in our Book of  Remembrance, for others 

we have known and loved who have left us, for those who otherwise would have no one to 
pray for them. We remember in a special way too all those who have died in war, especially 
the innocent victims of tyranny and those who use religion as a justification for violence. 

SCHOOL NEWS 
Lighting of the Local Christmas Tree –   
Sunday 04 December 
At 4:30pm on Sunday 04 December, the tree 
opposite Lidl in Langley Moor will be lit. Our 
School Choir will be supporting the event, along 
with the choir from Langley Moor Primary 
School. Everyone is welcome to attend this  
annual community event. 
  
First Sacraments – First Reconciliation – 
Tuesday 06 December  
Our pupils preparing for First Sacraments will 
receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the 
first time in church at 5:00pm on Tuesday 
06 December before the celebration of Mass at 
6:30pm. 
  
Penitential Service –                        
Wednesday 14 December  
Class 1 (Years 5 & 6) will attend the 9:30am 
Mass on Wednesday 14 December before    
taking part in a Penitential Service. 
  
Carol Service –        
Monday 19 December  
The whole school will take 
part in a Carol Service in 
church from 2:45pm on 
Monday 19 December, 
followed by refreshments 
(mulled wine and mince 
pies) in the school hall 
from around 
3:15pm.  Everyone is  
welcome. 

 

~ Christmas Gifts ~ 
It is one of the truths of Christmas in our affluent society that we find it 

difficult to choose gifts for others. Why not have a look at the stalls at the 

back of the church this weekend to find something unique? Our piety stall 

has some great new stock and don’t forget the handmade gifts on display 

again this weekend. Proceeds from sale of the handmade gifts go to    

support Catholic Care in its fine work. Have a look at both stalls after Mass 

this weekend. You’re sure to find something suitable for Christmas! 


