
 

St Patrick’s RC Church, Langley Moor  

Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling    Ph:    (0191) 378 4486 

         Mob: 07904 833 785 

Email:  langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk 

St Patrick’s RC Primary School:       Ph:    (0191) 378 0552  

Hospital Chaplain:        Ph:    (0191) 526 5131 

 

“I have a cunning plan...” 

WHAT A CHALLENGING image of Jesus the evangelist Luke has been presenting to us of late! Over 

the past few Sundays we’ve heard Jesus inform us that he has come to bring not peace but division 

to the earth and that if we are to be his disciples we are to hate those people closest to us. This 

weekend is no exception as Jesus appears to be condoning “dishonest” behaviour on the part of a 

steward. Once again however, we can be certain that all is not what it seems on the surface.  

You have often heard me emphasise the importance of doing a little background research on the 

scriptures in order to appreciate their true meaning and so benefit the most from contemplation of 

God’s word. This weekend is a prime example of the necessity of this approach.  

Fr Francis Moloney SDB, an Australian biblical scholar, explains that it was against the Law of Moses 

for interest to be charged on loans. In order to profit from making a loan therefore, the one who made 

the loan would simply demand a greater amount back than what was actually loaned in the first 

place, technically not charging interest. In today’s Gospel, for example, the master had written out 

that he was owed a hundred measures of oil when he had only given fifty to the debtor. Technically 

no interest is being charged but the one making the loan was profiting, often greatly, from the prac-

tice. It was an example of exploiting a perceived loophole. The steward in today’s Gospel knows he is 

to be dismissed from the service of his master and knows his master has been dishonest as de-

scribed above. What does he do? He decides to curry favour with those indebted to the master by 

asking them to pay back the real amount they owed the master rather than the inflated amount the 

master had demanded. In this way the steward will make friends who will support him when he was 

without work and the master will also look good as this act of generosity on the part of the steward 

will be understood to have come from the orders of the master. In this way the steward demonstrates 

great cunning and also teaches us a lesson.  

What is that lesson? Simply this: to use wisely what has been given to us, be it material wealth, gifts 

or talents, so that we will be welcomed into God’s kingdom at the end of time. It is appropriate that a 

steward appears as the central figure in the Gospel because the concept of stewardship is really 

what is being highlighted by Jesus. We are stewards of everything we have and cannot lay claim to 

any of it for ourselves – it has been entrusted to us by God and as such all that we have is for the 

building of God’s kingdom and nothing else.  

In light of this weekend’s Gospel, let us not 

have the secular attitude of “I’ve earned every-

thing I have and so can do with it what I like,” 

but rather, “What I have has been entrusted to 

me by God and so I will use it wisely to further 

God’s mission.” 

 

Blessings and prayers in the week ahead, 

Fr Robert 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time                      18 September, 2016 

Saturday 17 September 

Saturday of Ordinary Time 24 

5:00pm Mass: XXXX and  
           pro populo 
 
 

 

Sunday 18 September 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   

Monday 19 September 

Monday of Ordinary Time 25 

   

Tuesday 20 September 

Ss Andrew Kim Taegon, Priest, and 
Paul Chong Hasang, and Co., Martyrs 

6:30pm Mass: XXXX 

Wednesday 21 September 

 St Matthew, Apostle 

9:30am 
 

 

Mass: XXXX 

Thursday 22 September 

Thursday of Ordinary Time 25 

9:30am 

 

Mass: XXXX 

Friday 23 September 

St Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio), Priest 

7:00am 

 

 

Mass: XXXX 

Saturday 24 September 

Our Lady of Walsingham 

5:00pm Mass: XXXX and  
           pro populo 
 

Ministries for this week  
Saturday 17 September 

 

Eucharistic Ministers:  
John & Irene Carey 
Judith Bulmer 
 

Readers:   
Margaret Purdom 
Claire Lavery 
 

Children’s Liturgy:   
TBC 
 

Welcomers:  
Pat Middleton 
Halina Holman 

Ministries for next week 
Saturday 24 September 

Eucharistic Ministers:  
XXX 
 

Readers:   
 

XXX 
 

Children’s Liturgy:   
TBC 
 

 

Welcomers:  
XXX 

 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION    
 

Gift Aid: £ Loose Plate: £ 

Total: £ 
 

 

Mass Attendance: XXX 
 

 

DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE 
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450 

Emailed Bulletin – If you would like to have the parish bulletin emailed to 
you each week please email Judith (details opposite) and you will be 
added to the mailing list. Parish Council minutes are also available 

electronically.  

Please remember in your prayers people who 
are sick and housebound in the parish….. 

Tom Taylorson, Sylvia Kelly, Marie Carey,  
Mary Spears, Rose Crick, Maureen 
McCrann, Teresa Parkin, Doreen Carroll,  
Marie Wilson, Dorothy Dowdle, Jean 
O’Donoghue, Margaret Pouton, Betty  
Allison, Michael Kane, Pat Harrison,  
Olwyn Morris and Tom Tracey. 

The week ahead... 

Have you an item for the parish bulletin? Please contact 
Judith Bulmer on 0191 378 3544 or 07980 481 858 or send 
an email to her at  judithbulmer@rocketmail.com.  

A note on appeals: Many thanks for your    

support of the Catholic Education Appeal conduct-

ed last weekend. We raised £XXX. This weekend 

we take up the Home Mission Sunday Appeal ….. 

mailto:judithbulmer@rocketmail.com


SAINTS OF THE WEEK 

Ss Andrew Kim Taegon, Paul Chong Hasang,                             

and their Companions - 20 September 

For centuries, Korea was closed to all outside influences, and all contact with foreigners was forbidden. No missionaries 

went there. Nevertheless, a number of laymen sought to find out all they could about the outside world. Some books 

about Christianity fell into their hands, and they were converted. Because of the secrecy involved, it is impossible to date 

the origin of Christianity in Korea with any precision but it possibly started in the early seventeenth century. In the   

nineteenth century over ten thousand Christians were executed with great cruelty. 

For most of these years, the Church in Korea had no priests and was an entirely lay phenomenon. The first priest, a 

Frenchman, entered the country in 1836 and was beheaded three years later. Andrew Kim Taegon, the first Korean 

priest, secretly trained in Macau, entered Korea in 1845 and was executed in 1846, together with his father. A lay   

apostle, St Paul Chong Hasang, and many others perished at the same time. A further major persecution occurred in 

1866. 

In all, 103 of the Korean martyrs are celebrated today: they are mostly lay men and women: some married, some not; 

some old, some young, even some children. 

At the canonisation of the Korean Martyrs in 1984, Pope John Paul II said: 

“The Korean Church is unique because it was founded entirely by       

laypeople. This fledgling Church, so young and yet so strong in faith,  

withstood wave after wave of fierce persecution. Thus, in less than a  

century, it could boast of 10,000 martyrs. The death of these many martyrs 

became the leaven of the Church and led to today’s splendid flowering of 

the Church in Korea. Even today their undying spirit sustains the Christians 

of the Church of Silence in the north of this tragically divided land.”    

   

Text taken from www.universalis.com  

DID YOU KNOW…? 
...that  

As we     

 

Noticeboards: The noticeboards at the entrance to the church are always worthwhile viewing for news and events. Plenty of 
activity is happening around the diocese - so much that it cannot always find space here in the bulletin! Also, if you have     
something to place on the noticeboard, please do not place it there without seeing me first. This will ensure that we use the 
noticeboard space most effectively. 

Ushaw Moor Catholic Club:  The Catholic Club is available for birthday parties and wedding anniversaries as well as        
receptions after weddings and funerals. For more information, phone 07519 672 570 and, if need be, leave a message. 

Ushaw College: During the summer the college is open every Saturday from 12:00noon until 5:00pm.  

 
 
    

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

What’s going on…? 

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK” 

“All .”  

 
 

From  
“The Cloud of Unknowing”, 
an anonymous spiritual work written in the 
late   14th century. 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR... 


