The week ahead...

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

Saturday 21 April
Vigil Mass for Fourth Sunday of Easter

5:00pm

Mass: Carey & Wilson families
and pro populo

Sunday 22 April
Fourth Sunday of Easter

NO
MASS

Monday 23 April
St George, Martyr, Patron of England

9:30am

Mass: Private Intention

Tuesday 24 April
Weekday of Easter

6:30pm

Mass: Charles Eagles

Wednesday 25 April
St Mark, Evangelist

9:30am

Mass: McGough & Duffy families

Thursday 26 April
Weekday of Easter

9:30am

Mass: Private Intention

Friday 27 April
Weekday of Easter

7:00am

Mass: Private Intention

Saturday 28 April
Vigil Mass for Fifth Sunday of Easter

5:00pm

Mass: Richard & Catherine
Purdom
and pro populo

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment
MINISTRIES

MINISTRIES

Saturday 21 April

Saturday 28 April

Eucharistic Ministers
John & Irene Carey
Kevin Boyle

Eucharistic Ministers
Jane Smith, Helen Musham
Wilf Lavery

Readers
Angela Harmston
Maria Griffiths

Readers
Judith Bulmer
Marie Paily

Children’s Liturgy
Anne Davies
Helen Riddles

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Joanne Lidster

Welcomers
Paul & Anne Kelly

Welcomers
Angela Harmston
Christine Tracey

Music
Greg Mearman, Joe Lennox,
Sarah & Rowan Payne, Choir

Music
Richard Openshaw
and Choir

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION
Gift Aid: £266

Loose Plate: £235

TOTAL: £501
Mass Attendance: 148
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it
emailed to you, please contact the parish via phone or email.
Contact details are on the front of the bulletin. Items need to be
submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday.

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….

CAREY & WILSON families
Mary McDONOUGH (Rec. Dec.)
Kevin BOYLE
Joan Beverage SMITH
Thomas LYNCH
Sheila Mary ARMSTRONG
Please remember in your prayers those who
are sick and housebound in our parish….

Sylvia Kelly
Mary Spears
Rose Crick
Doreen Carroll
Margaret Pouton
Pat Harrison

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ
Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
Web: www.stpatricksrcchurch.co.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School: Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (0191) 526 5131

Fourth Sunday of Easter

22 April, 2018

The Good Shepherd lays down his life for his sheep
THE FOURTH SUNDAY of Easter is known as “Good Shepherd Sunday” because, regardless of the
year, the Gospel is always taken from chapter ten of the Gospel of John in which Jesus speaks of himself
as a shepherd who cares for his sheep. This year being Year B, we get the longest extract from this part
of John's Gospel in which Jesus emphasises the point which forms the title of this column: the Good
Shepherd is one who lays down his life for his sheep.
Having reached the middle of the Easter season, it is good to be reminded of what we have been
celebrating since the beginning of April and will continue celebrating through to Pentecost. Like any
extended celebration, we can be in danger of forgetting just what we are celebrating and so we ought to
welcome the words of Jesus this weekend, not for the lovely pastoral images they might bring to mind of
cute sheep and lambs grazing in a green meadow under the watchful and caring eye of a shepherd, but
because they remind us of his sacrifice for the sake of our salvation.
As we expect of Jesus, he is not content to rehash standard definitions when it comes to good behaviour.
Time and again in the Gospels we hear Jesus calling his disciples to go the extra mile. For example,
Jesus states that loving your neighbour is a good thing but that a disciple of his must love not only one's
neighbour but even one's enemies. This tendency of Jesus is clearly evident in today's “Good Shepherd”
Gospel. Asked to define the characteristics of a good shepherd, most people would highlight things such
as vigilance, being able to identify good pasture, and so on. Jesus would surely not disagree with this
but, as always, goes further by speaking of a shepherd laying down his life for his sheep. Shepherds
themselves would surely think that sacrificing their lives for mere sheep as being both extraordinary and
certainly beyond their call of duty!
We, however, are not shepherds, but on the understanding that Jesus is the shepherd, we are the sheep.
It is here that we can be excused for being a little uncomfortable with the metaphor because sheep have
a reputation, justified or otherwise, for being rather unintelligent. Our focus is not
on whether we are classified as sheep or any other animal but only that we
acknowledge that Jesus is one who has so much love, care and concern for
creation, as a shepherd does for sheep, that he is willing to die that we may live
life to the full and know the joy of eternal life with our Creator.

And this is a reminder to us of why, as Christians, we ought to radiate the joy of
Easter at all times. We, as “sheep”, have an ideal shepherd in Christ. We are
reminded too, on this day which is also referred to as “Vocations Sunday”, to
pray in a special way for vocations to priesthood and religious life so that we are
never without earthly shepherds who can continue to do the work of the one
Good Shepherd through provision of the sacraments and pastoral care.
Wishing you blessings during the Easter season,
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
Website: If you take a look at the parish details in the box at the top
right-hand corner of the front page of the bulletin you will notice that
there is a web address for the parish. A small team has been
revamping the website and it now has a new look. There is still a lot to
be done with new material to be uploaded but I encourage you to have
a look and would welcome any feedback.
Annual Leave: Thank you to Fr Brian for celebrating Mass last
weekend and to those who are assisting with the Wednesday
gatherings. Please note that the Mass schedule will return to normal
after this weekend. As Monday, 23 April is the feast of St George,
Patron of England, and a Solemnity, there will be a 9:30am Mass that
day.

Celebration of Marriage: Bishop Séamus will celebrate Mass in St
Mary’s Cathedral on Saturday 05 May at 11:00am to give thanks for
the Sacrament of Marriage. He has invited each parish community to
be represented by at least two couples, young or old, newly married or
celebrating a significant anniversary. In addition, everyone is welcome
to attend. This promises to be a wonderful celebration and will provide
affirmation and support for Marriage across the diocese and to the
wider North-East community.

A Day of Reflection: We are planning a Day of Reflection at the
Parish Centre in Newhouse, Esh Winning next Saturday, 28 April,
10:30am – 3:30pm. In this Easter season, Fr Jeroen (Minsteracres)
will lead us in thinking about ‘Discipleship’. This is for all of us in our
Little Sisters of the Poor Appeal: As already mentioned, there will be partnership of parishes. We’d like to extend a special invitation to those
a retiring collection this weekend for the Little Sisters of the Poor at St who have been received into the Church over these past few months,
Joseph’s Home in Newcastle. Gift aid envelopes are available for those and at Easter. The day will be free of charge but you will need to bring
who wish to donate this way. Please be as generous as you can to
a packed lunch. We ask that people sign up to give us an idea about
assist the congregation in the wonderful work they do for the elderly.
numbers. A sign-up sheet is available at the back of the church - last
chance to put your name down this weekend!
“Joy” – The Surprise of the Gospel: The Bishops’ Conference
Scripture Working Group has been working alongside the Northern
Partnership Matters: The latest edition of the bi-monthly Partnership
Dioceses and religious orders to organise events celebrating the Word Matters news update is now available on the front page of the diocesan
of God – one in the north-east, the other in the north-west. The event website (www.rcdhn.org.uk) and on the noticeboard. Items highlighted
closest to our own diocese is to be held on Saturday 12 May at All
in this edition include: ideas for how parishes can involve young
Saints School, York (5 minutes from the railway station). It is open to
people, the Council of Laity, how to develop spiritual discernment and
all but might be of special appeal to clergy, school and university
an update on the Communications Project. There is also some
chaplains, readers and students (6th form and above). More information clarification on the Property and Community Review and key events.
on the flyer on the noticeboard or from Kathryn Turner who can be
reached by email at spirituality@diocesehn.org.uk.

SCHOOL NEWS
New School Term
This week, school re-opened for the beginning of the
summer term.
Worship
The focus of this week's worship has been the
celebration of Easter and the resurrection of Jesus.
Change4Life
The 'Change4Life' programme, for our current Year 3 and
4 pupils, started in school this week. This is a
government initiative, aimed at encouraging healthy life
choices, with regards to diet and exercise. The
programme will last for the half-term. During the
sessions, pupils will record their learning and at the end
of the programme, share their 'learning journals' with
their parents and families.
Masses and Liturgies
Pupils will take part in the following Masses and liturgies
after the Easter break.
Wednesday 25.04.18 at 2:45pm
Class 1 (Years 5 & 6) - Mass in school
Thursday 26.04.18 at 9:30am
Class 2 (Years 3 & 4) - Mass in church
Wednesday 09.05.18 at 2:45pm
Classes 3 & 4 (Reception, Years 1 & 2) Liturgy in school
Thursday 10.05.18 at 9:30am
Class 1 (Years 5 & 6) - Mass in church
Wednesday 23.05.18 at 2:45pm
Class 2 (Years 3 & 4) - Liturgy in school
Thursday 24.05.18 at 9:30am
Classes 3 & 4 (Reception, Years 1 & 2)
Mass in church
Everyone is welcome to join us in these
celebrations!

SAINT OF THE WEEK
St Mark - 25 April

Mark was a cousin of Barnabas and accompanied the apostle Paul on his
first missionary journey; later he followed him to Rome. He was a disciple
of Peter and his gospel, which we are focused on this year, is told from
Peter’s point of view. He is credited with founding the church in
Alexandria, Egypt. His body was stolen from Alexandria in 828 (though
some say that the wrong bones were stolen) and taken to Venice, which
adopted him as its patron saint.
(Information taken from Universalis)

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for
April:

PRAYER GROUP & BIBLE STUDY

For those who have responsibility in economic
matters: that leaders in financial affairs may
have the courage to reject economic measures
that exclude people and seek new inclusive
approaches.
“We must not turn our backs on the new forms
of poverty and the marginalisation that
prevents people from living a life of dignity.”

DID YOU KNOW…?
...that this week we celebrate the feast of the
evangelist Mark?
You can learn a little about Mark from the “Saint of the
Week” column above. Each of the four evangelists has
a unique story and was writing for a particular
audience, just as any good writer shapes their work to
their perceived audience to maximise its impact. The
other three evangelists’ feast days are as follows: St
Matthew - 21 September; St Luke - 18 October; St
John - 27 December. Mark’s
traditional symbol is a lion to
convey his courage as a preacher of
the Gospel.

“Celebrating 50 Great Days” Easter Bible study
each Friday from 06 April through to 18 May at
St Andrew’s Methodist Church, Brandon from
2:00pm - 3:00pm.
Annual General Meeting and
Prayers: Thursday, 26 April,
7:00pm at St Catherine’s, New
Brancepeth. All welcome!

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
“It was to Saint Peter in the first place that the Son
of God said: “Feed my sheep.” But it is he alone, the
Lord, who directs all the shepherds in the discharge
of their office; all who come to the rock he feeds in
rich and well-watered pastures. The good shepherd
in his goodness laid down his life for his sheep; so
too his countless sheep are strengthened and
nourished by love, and do not hesitate in their turn
to die for the sake of their
shepherd.”
Pope St Leo the Great (c.400 – 461)

PLEASE PRAY…for the following intentions throughout the Easter season as requested by
Bishop Séamus: new members of the Church; vocations; the right use of the media; the Church;
human work. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer….

