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“...and the man who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

THIS WEEKEND we witness Jesus sharing yet another meal, this time with some Pharisees. The 

Gospels often tell of Jesus sharing a meal with others – there seems little chance that he went    

hungry! Of course, for the culture of the time, sharing a meal was an important time for families and 

friends to get together, converse and build stronger bonds. It was rare for someone to eat alone, a 

regular occurrence for us in twenty-first century western societies. On this occasion however, the 

motive seems to be anything other than building bonds with Jesus. We hear that as he eats the   

Pharisees are watching him closely, probably to see if he tripped up on one of the many religious 

regulations that governed the way one ate in an ancient Jewish setting. 

Naturally, Jesus is aware of what is going on – this is not the first occasion he has experienced close 

scrutiny from those eager to condemn him. This would not have bothered him too much, I should 

think, since Jesus was always well ahead of the game with those out to entrap him. And he shows 

exactly this on this occasion! Whilst Jesus is being observed by the Pharisees he has been doing 

some close observing himself: “He had noticed how they [Pharisees] picked the places of honour.”   

In behaving this way, the Pharisees are respecting custom and not breaking any law, but Jesus 

points out the folly of their action, with the potential for those who take the highest places to be 

“demoted” and endure the ignominy of having to move to a lower place at the table. 

Jesus relates two parables to those present in order to make his point about the importance of seeing 

worthiness in Godly terms as opposed to worldly terms. The world gives value to people on various 

bases: looks, learning, material wealth, skills, and so on. Little value is given to a person’s virtue or 

faith and the values that accompany it such as humility, a key point of this Gospel. Yet, Jesus tells 

us, these values are what are esteemed by God and are what will make the difference at the end of 

time “when the virtuous rise again.”  

We all like to be noticed by others and given recognition for something we are good at or something 

we possess, but these are of no consequence to God. God sees into our inmost heart even if those 

around us cannot. It is foolish of us to think that we are at rights with God just because someone we 

know has praised us for something or other, even something virtuous. If we are truly honest with 

ourselves we will often feel an inner conflict when 

we receive praise from another, saying to         

ourselves, “If only you knew what I am really like   

at times…” 

God does know what we are really like! This is not 
a reason for fear, however, but a motivation for 
humility and simplicity. 

 

Blessings and prayers in the week ahead, 

Fr Robert 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time                             28 August, 2016 

Saturday 27 August 

St Monica 

5:00pm Mass: Carl Barton and  
           pro populo 
 
 

 

Sunday 28 August 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   

Monday 29 August 

Passion of St John the Baptist 

   

Tuesday 30 August 

Tuesday of Ordinary Time 22 

  

Wednesday 31 August 

St Aidan, Bishop,                               
and the Saints of Lindisfarne 

9:30am 
 

 

Service of the Word  
with Communion 

Thursday 01 September 

Thursday of Ordinary Time 22 

No Mass 

 

 

Friday 02 September 

Friday of Ordinary Time 22 

No Mass 

 

 

 

Saturday 03 September 

St Gregory the Great, Pope, Doctor 

 

5:00pm Mass: Thomas and Michael  
           Carey and                
            pro populo 
 

Ministries for this week  
Saturday 27 August 

 

Eucharistic Ministers:  
Ambrose & Pauline Burnside 
Judith Bulmer 
 

Readers:   
Maria Griffiths 
Angela Harmston 
 

Children’s Liturgy:   
No Children’s Liturgy until 
school resumes in Sept. 
 

Welcomers:  
Pat Middleton 
Halina Holman 

Ministries for next week 
Saturday 03 September 

Eucharistic Ministers:  
Gordon & Angela Tosley 
Angela Harmston 
 

Readers:   
 

Judith Bulmer 
Marie Pailey 
 

Children’s Liturgy:   
No Children’s Liturgy until 
school resumes in Sept. 
 

 

Welcomers:  
Janet Harrigan 
Judith Bulmer 

 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION    
 

Gift Aid: £ Loose Plate: £ 

Total: £ 
 

 

Mass Attendance: XXX 
 

 

DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE 
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450 

Emailed Bulletin – If you would like to have the parish bulletin emailed to 
you each week please email Judith (details opposite) and you will be 
added to the mailing list. Parish Council minutes are also available 

electronically.  

Please remember in your prayers people who 
are sick and housebound in the parish….. 

Tom Taylorson, Sylvia Kelly, Marie Carey,  
Mary Spears, Rose Crick, Maureen 
McCrann, Teresa Parkin, Doreen Carroll,  
Marie Wilson, Dorothy Dowdle, Jean 
O’Donoghue, Margaret Pouton, Betty  
Allison, Michael Kane, Pat Harrison,  
Olwyn Morris and Tom Tracey. 

The week ahead... 

Have you an item for the parish bulletin? Please contact 
Judith Bulmer on 0191 378 3544 or 07980 481 858 or send 
an email to her at  judithbulmer@rocketmail.com.  

A note on appeals: Our next two diocesan 

appeals will be happening on consecutive       

weekends in September. The Catholic Education 

Appeal will take place on 10 September and the 

Home Mission Sunday Appeal will take place on 

17 September. Thank you for your support! 

mailto:judithbulmer@rocketmail.com


SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St Gregory the Great - 03 September 

Gregory was born in Rome around the year 540 and followed the career of public service that was 
usual for the son of an aristocratic family, finally becoming Prefect of the City of Rome, a post he 

held for some years. 

He founded a monastery in Rome and some others in Sicily, then became a monk himself. He was 

ordained deacon and sent as an envoy to Constantinople, on a mission that lasted five years. 

He was elected Pope on 03 September 590, the first monk to be elected to this office. He reformed 
the administration of the Church’s estates and devoted the resulting surplus to the assistance of 
the poor and the ransoming of prisoners. He negotiated treaties with the Lombard tribes who were 
ravaging northern Italy, and by cultivating good relations with 
these and other barbarians he was able to keep the Church’s 
position secure in areas where Roman rule had broken down. 
His works for the propagation of the faith include the sending 
of Augustine and his monks as missionaries to England in 
596, providing them with continuing advice and support and 
(in 601) sending reinforcements. He wrote extensively on 
pastoral care, spirituality, and morals, and designated himself 

“servant of the servants of God.” 

He died on 12 March 604, but as this date always falls within 
Lent, his feast is celebrated on the date of his election as 

Pope. 

 
Text taken from www.universalis.com 

DID YOU KNOW…? 
...that the Church’s teaching on the ‘common 

good’ was mentioned in the Vatican II docu-

ment The Church in the Modern World 

(Gaudium et Spes) in December 1965?  

In this famous teaching emphasis is given to the 
good of humanity as a whole. This is really a 
manifestation of the sense of communion. The 
document states that “every social group must 
take account of the needs and legitimate aspira-
tions of other groups, and even of the general 
welfare of the entire human family.” (s.26) It is 
always worth finding out more about Catholic 
groups who undertake work in the area of social 
justice such as Cafod, St Vincent de Paul,  

 

Parish Family Picnic: There will be a Parish Family Picnic on Sunday 25 September, from 2:00 – 5:00pm. If the weather is fine 

this will be on the school field; if not, then we will picnic in the school hall. Please bring your own picnic, blanket and chairs. A 

glass of wine, cups of tea and coffee and juice for children will be provided. There will be live music during the afternoon, a raffle 

and bottle tombola, and a treasure hunt if we are outdoors or a quiz if we are indoors.  If you would like to join us for the       

afternoon please sign the sheet in the porch at the back of church. If anyone would like to donate bottles of any kind for the 

tombola or prizes for the raffle, all donations will be gratefully received - please see Irene, Angela or Judith. We look forward to 

seeing you there! 

Noticeboards: The noticeboards at the entrance to the church are always worthwhile viewing for news and events. Plenty of 

activity is happening around the diocese - so much that it cannot always find space here in the bulletin! Also, if you have     

something to place on the noticeboard, please do not place it there without seeing me first. This will ensure that we use the 

noticeboard space most effectively. 

Ushaw Moor Catholic Club:  The Catholic Club is available for birthday parties and wedding anniversaries as well as        

receptions after weddings and funerals. For more information, phone 07519 672 570 and, if need be, leave a message. 

Ushaw College: During the summer the college is open every Saturday from 12:00noon until 5:00pm.  

 
 
    

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

What’s going on…? 

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK” 

“Besides the good of the individual, there is a 
good that is linked to living in society: the    
common good. It is the good of “all of us”, made 
up of individuals, families and intermediate 
groups who together constitute society. It is a 
good that is sought not for its own sake, but for 
the people who belong to the social community 
and who can only really and effectively pursue 
their good within it.” 

Pope Benedict XVI 
Caritas in Veritate (7) 
2009 

PLEASE PRAY FOR… Anthony SOWERBY and Michelle CLARK who were 
married here at St Patrick’s earlier today. Pray that their marriage will be 
a strong and fruitful one, reflecting in their love for one another the love 
between Christ and his Church. 


