The week ahead...
Saturday 28 April
Vigil Mass for Fifth Sunday of Easter

5:00pm

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

Mass: Richard & Catherine
Purdom
and pro populo

Sunday 29 April
Fifth Sunday of Easter

NO
MASS

Monday 30 April
Weekday of Easter

NO
MASS

Tuesday 01 May
Weekday of Easter

6:30pm

Mass: Mary McDonough

Wednesday 02 May
St Athanasius, Bishop, Doctor

9:30am

Mass: Tom & Jenny Dowson and
Bill & Norma Pinkney

Thursday 03 May
SS Philip & James, Apostles

9:30am

Mass: Moira La Groix

Friday 04 May
The English Martyrs

7:00am

Mass: Private Intention

Saturday 05 May
Vigil Mass for Sixth Sunday of Easter

5:00pm

Mass: McGough & Duffy families
and pro populo

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment
MINISTRIES

MINISTRIES

Saturday 28 April

Saturday 05 May

Eucharistic Ministers
Jane Smith, Helen Musham
Wilf Lavery

Eucharistic Ministers
Pauline & Ambrose Burnside
Judith Bulmer

Readers
Judith Bulmer
Marie Paily

Readers
Angela Tosley
Ann Canavan

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Joanne Lidster

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Michelle Dennis

Welcomers
Angela Harmston
Christine Tracey

Welcomers
Pat Middleton
Mary Kitching

Music
Richard Openshaw
and Choir

Music
Bill Wilkinson & Choir

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION
Gift Aid: £216

Loose Plate: £193

TOTAL: £409
Mass Attendance: 143
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it
emailed to you, please contact the parish via phone or email.
Contact details are on the front of the bulletin. Items need to be
submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday.

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….
Richard & Catherine PURDOM
Mary McDONOUGH (Rec. Dec.)
Moira LA GROIX
James FOXCROFT
Terence McGARRY
Patrick William MAUGHAN
Beatrice BELCHER
Rachel CAREY
Please remember in your prayers those who
are sick and housebound in our parish….

Pat Harrison
Sylvia Kelly
Mary Spears
Rose Crick
Doreen Carroll
Margaret Pouton
Jack Tobin

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ
Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
Web: www.stpatricksrcchurch.co.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School: Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (0191) 526 5131

Fifth Sunday of Easter

29 April, 2018

“If you remain in me...”
WE ALL DESIRE INTIMACY. Intimacy with others is essential for true happiness and fulfilment. God made us
for one another and so it is not surprising that from time to time we seek the company of others, perhaps
often, perhaps occasionally. Conversely, we also need occasional solitude for good emotional health. This
week-end's Gospel reading from John is a profound reminder to us by Jesus of the great intimacy we are
called to with him and the benefits which flow if we "remain in him."
We need to remember that John's Gospel is actually theology more than it is stories from the life of Jesus.
Such stories are in John's Gospel, of course, but they are far fewer in number than in the other three Gospels.
John's theological bent is one of the key markers which differentiates it significantly from Matthew, Mark and
Luke. Jesus' words to us today give us a great deal of theology, telling us about the loving nature of God and
our relationship with this loving God and God's people.
As he did in last Sunday's "Good Shepherd" Gospel, Jesus uses an image in this weekend's Gospel that was
familiar to the people with whom he was speaking. This weekend we hear him refer to himself as a vine, with
us as the branches. In one sense I believe this to be the most intimate and touching image of Jesus'
relationship with us because of the fact that the branches (us) are grafted onto, feed from and are reliant on,
the vine (Jesus). What could be more intimate? Another image which might be helpful to us is that of a baby
being nursed by its mother. The intimacy between mother and child in this regard is unquestionable. Out of
love for us, Jesus wants intimacy with us. Do we want it with him?
Of course, we have the freedom to say no to Jesus' invitation to intimacy. We may choose to say no out of
fear. How often do people engage in shallow relationships with others out of fear of what greater intimacy may
demand of them? Yet we need not fear intimacy with Jesus for it is only through a close attachment to Jesus
(and I use the word 'attachment' deliberately in light of today's Gospel) that we will know true fulfilment and
bear fruit.
There is however, a price to pay for this intimacy and Jesus doesn't hesitate to tell us what it is: we will be
'pruned'.
Just as a vine is pruned in order for it to bear much fruit, so
we will know some difficulties and pain in our discipleship.
Our response can be to simply give up and choose to
detach from the vine, or to stay attached and see these
trials as a necessary means to greater growth and as a
blessing. The choice is ours. Jesus never seeks to impose
his will on us.

The words of Jesus this weekend sound to me rather like a
plea to each of us: "Make your home in me, as I make mine
in you." Let us respond positively to this invitation, safe in
the knowledge that intimacy with Jesus, as a branch to the
vine, is the only path to happiness both here on earth and
in the world to come.
Wishing you blessings during the Easter season,
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
Website: If you take a look at the parish details in the box at the top
right-hand corner of the front page of the bulletin you will notice that
there is a web address for the parish. A small team has been
revamping the website and it now has a new look. There is still a lot to
be done with new material to be uploaded but I encourage you to have
a look and would welcome any feedback.
Little Sisters of the Poor Appeal: The retiring collection for the Little
Sisters of the Poor last weekend raised £375.00. Thank you for your
generosity. The next special collection, for World Communications
Day, will take place in two weeks’ time on Saturday, 12 May. This
collection supports the Church in promoting the Gospel through digital,
social, print and broadcast media.
First Eucharist Children: Next weekend we welcome those children
from our parish school, and their families, who are preparing for First
Eucharist. This will be their last preparation session before receiving
this sacrament here at St Patrick’s on 02 June. Continue to keep them
in your prayers.

Noticeboards: You have no doubt noticed the new noticeboards in the
porch area of the church. I would encourage you to keep an eye on the
noticed posted there. They are refreshed frequently and there may be
items there which are of interest to you which might not be highlighted
in the bulletin or at the end of Mass.
Celebration of Marriage: Bishop Séamus will celebrate Mass in St
Mary’s Cathedral on Saturday 05 May at 11:00am to give thanks for
the Sacrament of Marriage. He has invited each parish community to
be represented by at least two couples, young or old, newly married or
celebrating a significant anniversary. In addition, everyone is welcome
to attend. This promises to be a wonderful celebration and will provide
affirmation and support for Marriage across the diocese and to the
wider North-East community.

Finchale Partnership: The minutes of the March meeting of the
Partnership Development Group are now available on the noticeboard
and at the partnership webpages hosted at the St Cuthbert’s (Durham)
parish website.

Gathering after Mass next week: As always on the first weekend
Mass of the month, we will be gathering in the school hall after Mass
next Saturday for fellowship over some drinks and nibbles. Everyone is Upcoming Events: Please see the noticeboard for details on several
welcome!
upcoming events and opportunities. These include helpers needed for
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) AGM: The Annual General Meeting of a pilgrimage to Lourdes, a vocations weekend for women and a day of
the PPC will be held on Tuesday, 16 May in the School Hall, beginning reflection for all ministries at Ushaw College next month.
at 7:15pm (after the evening Mass). I would encourage as many
Feast of the Ascension: Note that the Feast of the Ascension on
parishioners as possible to be present; a sign-up sheet is at the back Thursday, 10 May is a holyday of obligation in England and Wales.
Hence, there will be two Masses that day: the usual 9:30am Mass
(also attended by St Patrick’s school) and 7:00pm.

SCHOOL NEWS
Worship
This week, we celebrated St. George's Day in school. Our
day began with a liturgy. We shared St Paul's letter to
the Romans (12:9-21) and focused on the message that
good triumphs over evil. We reflected on the
opportunities we are given, to stand up for what is
right. Pupils completed a range of activities in class, in
order to celebrate the day.
Class 1 led a Mass in school on Wednesday, the feast of
St Mark and Class 2 attended Mass in church on
Thursday morning.
CAFOD
Funds raised for CAFOD, this academic year, are now in
excess of £230. This includes fundraising during the
period of Lent.
Mini Vinnies - Virtual Village
Recent contributions to the 'Virtual Village' have included
funds needed to start a business (£80) and two mosquito
nets. Our Mini Vinnie group continue to promote
the support of our those in the less developed world,
through this on-going project.
Masses & Liturgies
Wednesday, 09 May, 2:45pm Classes 3 & 4 (Reception,
Years 1 & 2) - Liturgy in school
Thursday, 10 May, 9:30am Whole School - Mass in
church (Ascension Thursday)
Wednesday, 23 May, 2:45pm Class 2 (Years 3 & 4) Liturgy in school
Thursday, 24 May, 9:30am Classes 3 & 4
(Reception, Years 1 & 2) - Mass in church
Sunday 20 May, 2:00pm May Procession
Saturday 02 June, 5:00pm First Holy
Communion Mass

SAINT OF THE WEEK

of the church. As always, there will be an opportunity to ask questions,
raise issues, and so on. More information next weekend.

St Athanasius - 02 May
Athanasius was born in Alexandria, Egypt, in 295. He assisted Bishop Alexander at the
important Council of Nicea in 325 and later succeeded him as bishop. He fought hard against
the heresy known as Arianism all his life, undergoing many sufferings and spending a total of
seventeen years in exile. He wrote many outstanding learned works to explain and defend
the orthodox Christian faith. He died in 373.
It must be remembered that the Arian heresy was widespread during the lifetime of
Athanasius. It taught that the Son was created by the Father and in no way equal to him. This
means that there is an infinite gap between God and human beings and ultimately destroys
the Gospel, marking it as either fake or a cruel parody. It was this heresy that Athanasius
fought so hard against.
(Information taken from Universalis)

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for
May:

PRAYER GROUP & BIBLE STUDY

That the lay faithful may fulfil their specific
mission by responding with creativity to the
challenges that face the world today.
“The Church needs everyday
saints, those deeds of ordinary life
carried out with coherence.”

DID YOU KNOW…?
...that when the priest rinses his hands just
before beginning the Eucharistic Prayer, it
is not because they are dirty?
The rinsing of the priest’s hands at this point of the
Mass is a symbolic gesture. It parallels the rinsing
rituals used by people of other faiths such as Judaism
and Islam. The priest quietly says: “Wash me, O Lord,
from my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.” Both
the basin used for this purpose and the ritual itself are
referred to as the lavabo. The Latin word
lavabo (“I shall wash”) is the first word of
Psalm 26 which was the psalm that the
priest used to re-cite in earlier times during
the lavabo ritual.

“Celebrating 50 Great Days” Easter Bible study
each Friday from 06 April through to 18 May at
St Andrew’s Methodist Church, Brandon from
2:00pm - 3:00pm.
Pentecost Praise Service:
Sunday, 20 May at 6:00pm at
Ushaw Moor Baptist Church.
All welcome!

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
“Through Christ’s resurrection, the underworld is

opened; through the neophytes of the Church the
earth is renewed; heaven is unlocked through the
Holy Spirit. For the underworld is opened and
gives back the dead; earth is renewed and from it
springs the crop of those who are risen; heaven is
unlocked and receives them as they ascend.”
St Maximus of Turin (Died 5th century)
Bishop and theologian

PLEASE PRAY…for the following intentions throughout the Easter season as requested by
Bishop Séamus: new members of the Church; vocations; the right use of the media; the Church;
human work. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer….

