The week ahead...

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

Saturday 05 May
Vigil Mass for Sixth Sunday of Easter

5:00pm

Mass: McGough & Duffy families
and pro populo

Sunday 06 May
Sixth Sunday of Easter

NO
MASS

Monday 07 May
Weekday of Easter

NO
MASS

Tuesday 08 May
Weekday of Easter

6:30pm

Mass: Gordon Riley

Wednesday 09 May
Weekday of Easter

9:30am

Mass: Margaret & John Canavan

9:30am

Mass: A sick person

7:00pm

Mass: Billie Barrie

Friday 11 May
Weekday of Easter

7:00am

Mass: Ian Barrie

Saturday 12 May
Vigil Mass for Seventh Sunday
of Easter

5:00pm

Mass: Lizzabella & Margaret Jane
Morris
and pro populo

Thursday 10 May
The Ascension, (Holyday of Obligation)

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment
MINISTRIES

MINISTRIES

Saturday 05 May

Saturday 12 May

Eucharistic Ministers
Pauline & Ambrose Burnside
Judith Bulmer

Eucharistic Ministers
Angela & Gordon Tosley
Angela Harmston

Readers
Angela Tosley
Margaret Purdom

Readers
Ann Canavan
Claire Lavery

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Michelle Dennis

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Joanne Lidster

Welcomers
Pat Middleton
Mary Kitching

Welcomers
Halina Holman
Janet Harrigan

Music
Bill Wilkinson & Choir

Music
Richard Openshaw & Choir

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it
emailed to you, please contact the parish via phone or email.
Contact details are on the front of the bulletin. Items need to be
submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday.

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….

McGOUGH & DUFFY families
Mary McDONOUGH (Rec. Dec.)
Ian & Billie BARRIE
Alan LOCKYEAR
Veronica CAVANAGH
Barbara O’FARRELL
Please remember in your prayers those who
are sick and housebound in our parish….

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION
Gift Aid: £204

Loose Plate: £205

TOTAL: £409
Mass Attendance: 139
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

Jack Tobin, Pat Harrison,

Sylvia Kelly, Mary Spears,
Rose Crick, Doreen Carroll,
Margaret Pouton
and Tom Taylorson

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ
Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
Web: www.stpatricksrcchurch.co.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School: Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (0191) 526 5131

Sixth Sunday of Easter

06 May, 2018

“This is my commandment: love one another….”
IF YOU WISHED to sum up the Christian faith in one phrase it would surely be the words we hear uttered by
Jesus in this weekend’s Gospel: “Love one another.” Many of us study our catechism and have some
knowledge of scripture, Church history and doctrine and so on but this is all for naught if it does not assist us
to live out our faith with the witness of Christ’s love. A professed atheist who selflessly loves others is surely
demonstrating a greater openness to the work of the Holy Spirit (though he or she would deny it!) than a
“practising” Christian who externally embraces the faith but in reality lives selfishly and demonstrates a
grudging unwillingness to change. Of course, this was essentially the message of Jesus and the basis of his
ongoing battles with the Pharisees.
But what did Jesus mean when he commanded us to “love one another”? The word “love” can mean so many
different things depending on the context in which it is used. As always, Jesus draws us into a radical
understanding and living out of love. It is not a mere feeling, it is not romance, it is not simply something
“nice”. The best indicator we get of what Jesus means by love is surely right there in the way he commands
us to love. If the love he was speaking of was a feeling, then it could not be commanded. We cannot
command another person, or ourselves, to feel anything. Feelings are beyond our control. Feelings precede
action, over which we do have control. The love of which Jesus speaks therefore, is clearly a love which has
its foundation in a choice on our part and which requires action by us. The love he speaks of, quite simply, is
made manifest in his own life during his time on earth.
But the word command might still grate on us. No one likes to be commanded to do something. We must
remember however, that Jesus would only command something of us if it was for our good, our fulfilment and
our happiness. Jesus knows that when we make the choice to love in the way he did, having the good of all
others always in mind, we will know the happiness which each of us craves. It is this type of love that bears
fruit. This fruit is not one we can necessarily feel or see. It is intangible but for all that it is “fruit that will last”.
Things which are able to be seen and touched will ultimately decay, but loving as Jesus did will bear fruit that
will never decay. The fruit of which Jesus speaks is the growth of his kingdom through the choices we make
and the actions we undertake as his disciples.
We must remember that it is impossible to love as Jesus commands us
independent of his help, given to us in the Holy Spirit at our baptism. We
may believe it to be impossible to love some others, especially those who
have harmed us in some way, but if we truly believe that we are gifted with
the Holy Spirit then we can have no excuses for not making an effort to
reach out to others lovingly – we may be amazed at the results!
Wishing you blessings during the Easter season,
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
First Eucharist Children: This weekend we welcome those children
from our parish school, and their families, who are preparing for First
Eucharist. This will be their last preparation session before receiving
this sacrament here at St Patrick’s on 02 June. Continue to keep them
in your prayers.
Gathering after Mass this week: As always on the first weekend
Mass of the month, we will be gathering in the school hall after Mass
this evening for fellowship over some drinks and nibbles. Everyone is
welcome!

Spirituality Facebook page or you can subscribe to a daily email and
get it delivered direct to your Inbox and the Department for Spirituality
will send out a limited number of copies on request. (A few copies of it
as a booklet are available at the back of church). Contact
spirituality@diocesehn.org.uk or 0191 243 3302 for more information.

Minsteracres: There are some free booklets at the back of the church
with the programme for events at Minsteracres this year. Next event:
Monday, 07 May is an open day allowing people to wander around the
grounds and buildings with some exhibitions also on show. Open from
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) AGM: The Annual General Meeting of 10:00am to 4:00pm.
the PPC will be held on Wednesday, 16 May in the School Hall,
Vacancies: The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following
beginning at 7:15pm. I would encourage as many parishioners as
vacancies:
possible to be present; a sign-up sheet is at the back of the church. As • Parish Secretary, St. Mary and St. Wilfrid, Bishop Auckland, 10 hours
always, there will be an opportunity to ask questions, raise issues, and
per week, 12-month fixed term contract. Closing date: 11 May.
so on, positive or otherwise. Please make an effort to be present!
• Caretaker, The Holy Family, Darlington, 40 hours per month,
12-month fixed term contract. Closing date: 11 May.
Finchale Partnership: The minutes of the March meeting of the
•
Caretaker, St Cuthbert, Chester le Street, 20 hours per month,
Partnership Development Group are now available on the noticeboard
12-month fixed term contract. Closing date: 13 May.
and at the partnership webpages hosted at the St Cuthbert’s (Durham)
•
Cleaner, St Philip Neri, Dunston, 1.5 hours per week, 12-month fixed
parish website.
term contract. Closing date: 17 May.
May Procession and Parish Family Picnic: As has been the custom
For further information and details of how to apply please visit our
here for many years, we will be holding our May Procession later this
website www.rcdhn.org.uk or contact us on 0191 243 3301,
month. This year it will be on Sunday, 20 May commencing at
email human.resources@diocesehn.org.uk
2:00pm. This will be followed by a parish family picnic. All welcome!
National Eucharistic Pilgrimage and Congress - ”Adoremus”:
Feast of the Ascension: Note that the Feast of the Ascension this
Thursday, 10 May is a holyday of obligation in England and Wales. There is a Eucharistic Congress being held in Liverpool this year,
07-09 September, the first to be held in England since 1908!
Hence, there will be two Masses that day: the usual 9:30am Mass
Eucharistic Congresses are gatherings of clergy, religious and laity
(also attended by St Patrick’s school) and 7:00pm.
which promote an awareness of the central place of the Eucharist in
Pentecost Novena: Starting on Friday 11 May, you are invited to join
the life and mission of the Church. More information to come, but
in a diocesan-wide Novena leading up to the first anniversary of the
launch of our Partnerships last Pentecost Sunday. It uses the Gospel would YOU like to go? Have a think - a great opportunity!
for each day and an extract from Pope Francis’ new document
“Gaudete et Exsultate” (Rejoice and be glad) to help us focus prayer
on our Partnerships. It is available from the diocesan website, on the

SAINT OF THE WEEK
St George Preca - 09 May

George Preca was born in 1880, in Valletta, Malta, the seventh of nine children. He was ordained a priest in 1906.
Horrified at the level of religious ignorance among the people, he set up the Society for
Christian Doctrine in 1907. This was a society of laymen who would teach the catechism to the
people while receiving instruction themselves. This was unheard-of at the time, and it took
twenty-five years and much tension with the Church authorities (including at one point the
closure of the Society’s houses) before the Society’s existence was officially approved. Today
the Society has over a thousand members and is responsible for the teaching of some 20,000
young people in the Maltese islands, the UK, Australia, Peru, Albania, Kenya and the Sudan.
He lived a life of perfect unworldliness and evangelical poverty. He composed the Luminous
Mysteries of the Rosary in 1957. He died in 1962 and was canonized in 2007, being described
as “Malta’s second father in faith” after St Paul.
(Information taken from Universalis)

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for
May:

PRAYER GROUP & BIBLE STUDY

That the lay faithful may fulfil their specific
mission by responding with creativity to the
challenges that face the world today.
“The Church needs everyday
saints, those deeds of ordinary life
carried out with coherence.”

“Celebrating 50 Great Days” Easter Bible study
each Friday from 06 April through to 18 May at
St Andrew’s Methodist Church, Brandon from
2:00pm - 3:00pm.
Pentecost Praise Service:
Sunday, 20 May at 6:00pm at
Ushaw Moor Baptist Church.
See poster on noticeboard.
All welcome!

SCHOOL NEWS
Statement to Live By
This week's statement was 'I can learn from my mistakes
and failures'. We shared the story of Peter's denial of
Jesus and the opportunity he was given to put things
right. We then reflected on our own mistakes and
failings, and on our need of God's forgiveness and help.
Mini Vinnies – Month of Mary
Our Mini Vinnie group will be leading rosary sessions,
over a number of lunchtimes, throughout the month of
May. Father Robert met with our Mini Vinnies and gave a
little talk about the rosary, in order to support their work.
Masses & Liturgies
Wednesday, 09 May, 2:45pm Classes 3 & 4 (Reception,
Years 1 & 2) - Liturgy in school
Thursday, 10 May, 9:30am Whole School - Mass in
church (Ascension Thursday)
Wednesday, 23 May, 2:45pm Class 2 (Years 3 & 4) Liturgy in school
Thursday, 24 May, 9:30am Classes 3 & 4 (Reception,
Years 1 & 2) - Mass in church

DID YOU KNOW…?
...that World Youth Day will be held in
Panama in 2019?
World Youth Day 2019 will run from 22-27 January
next year. Cinta Costera will host the main events
during the week of World Youth Day: the Opening
Ceremonies, the Papal Welcome Ceremony, and the
Stations of the Cross. This tropical, waterfront “coastal
beltway” is made up of 64 acres of park land that
stretch approximately 3km along the Panama Bay. The
site for the World Youth Day
Papal Vigil and Closing Mass
has not yet been announced.

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
“Through Christ’s resurrection, the underworld is

opened; through the neophytes of the Church the
earth is renewed; heaven is unlocked through the
Holy Spirit. For the underworld is opened and
gives back the dead; earth is renewed and from it
springs the crop of those who are risen; heaven is
unlocked and receives them as they ascend.”
St Maximus of Turin (Died 5th century)
Bishop and theologian

Sunday 20 May, 2:00pm May Procession

PLEASE PRAY…for the following intentions throughout the Easter season as requested by

Saturday 02 June, 5:00pm First Holy
Communion Mass

Bishop Séamus: new members of the Church; vocations; the right use of the media; the Church;
human work. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer….

