The week ahead...
Saturday 12 May
Vigil Mass for Seventh Sunday of
Easter

5:00pm

Sunday 13 May
Seventh Sunday of Easter

NO
MASS

Monday 14 May
St Matthias, Apostle

NO
MASS

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

Mass: Lizzabella & Margaret Jane
Morris
and pro populo

Tuesday 15 May
Weekday of Easter

6:30pm

Mass: Pat Openshaw

Wednesday 16 May
Weekday of Easter

9:30am

Mass: Anne Slater

Thursday 17 May
Weekday of Easter

9:30am

Mass: Private intention

Friday 18 May
Weekday of Easter

7:00am

Mass: Private intention

Saturday 19 May
Vigil Mass for Pentecost

5:00pm

Mass: Jack & Sheila Wilkinson
and pro populo

MINISTRIES

Saturday 12 May

Saturday 19 May

Eucharistic Ministers
Angela & Gordon Tosley
Angela Harmston

Eucharistic Ministers
Malcolm & Teresa Wass
Andrew Aberdeen

Readers
Ann Canavan
Claire Lavery

Readers
Greg Mearman
Brendan Payne

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Joanne Lidster

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Helen Riddles

Welcomers
Halina Holman
Janet Harrigan

Welcomers
Paul & Anne Kelly

Music
Richard Openshaw & Choir

Music
TBA

Seventh Sunday of Easter

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment
MINISTRIES

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it
emailed to you, please contact the parish via phone or email.
Contact details are on the front of the bulletin. Items need to be
submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday.

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….

Lizzabella & Margaret Jane MORRIS
Fr Paddy LAYDON (Rec. Dec.)
Thomas McKENNA
Elizabeth Jane THOMPSON
Teresa ADAMSON
Ian Michael REYNOLDS
Margaret Hannah CANAVAN
Please remember in your prayers those who
are sick and housebound in our parish….

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION
Gift Aid: £193

Loose Plate: £246

TOTAL: £439
Mass Attendance: 158
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ
Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
Web: www.stpatricksrcchurch.co.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School: Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (0191) 526 5131

Seventh Sunday of Easter
“They do not belong to the world…”

IF YOU’VE EVER WATCHED the 1985 film Witness, like me you were probably fascinated by the depiction of the
Amish community in Pennsylvania. This group of deeply religious people, who live in scattered communities across
the United States and in other parts of the world, have made the conscious choice not to use many of the modern
conveniences we all take for granted: electricity, modern communications, automated transport, and so on.
Different Amish communities adhere to this principle with varying levels of strictness, but all choose to isolate
themselves from “the world” to a significant degree.
Our Gospel this weekend sees Jesus praying for his disciples immediately before his arrest and the subsequent
events of his Passion. In this prayer to the Father he prays: “…they (believers) belong to the world no more than
I belong to the world. I am not asking you to remove them from the world, but to protect them from the evil one.”
This gives we Christians some food for thought about our relationship with “the world”. Based on the words of
Jesus we hear this weekend we might be tempted to ask if Christians are obliged to live physically removed from
modern society like the Amish and similar groups? Of course, from the time of the early Christian Church there
have been individuals and communities who have chosen to remove themselves physically from society to nurture
their faith without worldly distractions. For most of us, of course, this is simply not practical, nor is it an attractive
prospect.
Rather, we are called to live in the world but live in an unworldly manner. After all, let us not forget that our
unworldly God humbled himself and came into the world for our sake, living in an unworldly manner. Living thus is
not an easy call by any means for we occasionally find ourselves falling prey to the worldly temptations that come
our way. Our mission, by living in the world in an unworldly manner, is to thus transform the world, to make the
world we live in a better place for all, something more akin to the kingdom of God, even if it can only ever be a poor
reflection of that which we trust awaits us after the final judgement.
Jesus reminds us in the Gospel today that there is a price to pay for being
unworldly as a matter of faith. His prayer to the Father quoted in the second
paragraph above is prefaced with the words, “I passed your word on to
them, and the world hated them, because they belong to the world…”.
Thus, there will be, to varying degrees, a price to pay for living out our faith
in the world. It may not be a martyr’s death necessarily, but we are warned
that no one who lives a counter-cultural life for their faith will emerge
unscathed.
We simply need to remind ourselves that the wounds we suffer by living in
an unworldly manner in the world will be forgotten as we enter into the joy
that awaits us in the world to come.

Tom Taylorson, Jack Tobin,

Pat Harrison,
Sylvia Kelly, Mary Spears,
Rose Crick, Doreen Carroll
and Margaret Pouton

13 May, 2018

Wishing you blessings during the Easter season,
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) AGM: The Annual General Meeting of
the PPC will be held this Wednesday, 16 May in the School Hall,
beginning at 7:15pm. I would encourage as many parishioners as
possible to be present; a sign-up sheet is at the back of the church. As
always, there will be an opportunity to ask questions, raise issues, and
so on, positive or otherwise. Please make an effort to be present!
May Procession and Parish Family Picnic: We will be holding our
May Procession next Sunday, 20 May, commencing at 2:00pm. This
will be followed by the parish family picnic. There is a sign-up sheet at
the back of church for food donations. Please pop your name on there
today, or feel free to email the parish by Thursday. All welcome!
Pentecost Novena: Starting on Friday 11 May, you are invited to join
in a diocesan-wide Novena leading up to the first anniversary of the
launch of our Partnerships last Pentecost Sunday. It uses the Gospel
for each day and an extract from Pope Francis’ new document
“Gaudete et Exsultate” (Rejoice and be glad) to help us focus prayer
on our Partnerships. It is available from the diocesan website, on the
Spirituality Facebook page or you can subscribe to a daily email and
get it delivered direct to your Inbox and the Department for Spirituality
will send out a limited number of copies on request. (A few copies of it
as a booklet are available at the back of church). Contact
spirituality@diocesehn.org.uk or 0191 243 3302 for more information.
National Eucharistic Pilgrimage and Congress - ”Adoremus”:
There is a Eucharistic Congress being held in Liverpool this year,
07-09 September, the first to be held in England since 1908!
Eucharistic Congresses are gatherings of clergy, religious and laity
which promote an awareness of the central place of the Eucharist in
the life and mission of the Church. More information to come, but
would YOU like to go? Have a think - a great opportunity!

SCHOOL NEWS
Statement to Live By
This week’s statement was ‘I keep going when things are
difficult and don’t give up’. We shared the story of the
blind man who was healed by Jesus when he asked for
help and reflected on the importance of perseverance.
Appointment of Deputy Head
I am delighted to advise that governors have appointed
Miss Patricia Deery as Deputy Head of St. Patrick’s
School. Miss Deery will join us after the half term holiday
and will be teaching Years 1 and 2.
Mrs Finkle will be meeting with Miss Deery before the half
term and will return on a number of days during the
following half term, in order to ensure continuity of
provision for pupils in this class.
We thank Mrs Finkle for all she has done over the past
few months and wish her well for the future.
'Bikeability Balance Training'
This week, pupils in Reception and Year 1 have
been developing their skills on balance bikes, as a
precursor to riding a pedal bike. They
have enjoyed three practical sessions, with trainers from
Durham County Council.
Masses & Liturgies
Sunday 20 May, 2:00pm May Procession
Wednesday, 23 May, 2:45pm Class 2 (Years 3 & 4) Liturgy in school
Thursday, 24 May, 9:30am Classes 3 & 4
(Reception, Years 1 & 2) - Mass in church
Saturday 02 June, 5:00pm First Holy
Communion Mass

SAINT OF THE WEEK

Spring Party Unclaimed Prize: If you are the holder of Blue Ticket
701 from the recent Spring Party, please see Fr Robert or Irene Carey
to claim your prize! All other prizes have been claimed.

World Communications Day collection: As has been mentioned, we
will be taking up a retiring collection this weekend for World
Communications Day. This collection supports the Church in promoting
the Gospel through digital, social, print and broadcast media.
Rosary Group: We now have a small rosary group in the parish.
Please feel welcome to join it to recite the rosary after the 9:30am
Mass on Thursday, 17 May.
Spirituality for the End of Life: A day for those interested in this very
important area on Thursday, 31 May in Salford. See noticeboard for a
poster with more information.
Greetings from Fr Ejaz in Pakistan: “l am grateful to you all for your
concern, love and support for this humble cause. I would like to bring to
your attention that the website of Nazareth House has been finalised
and launched. This website will update you on the status of Nazareth
House and all the children’s activities in the Nazareth House and
outside, like the school, etc. Once again l am thankful to you all for
your efforts for less fortune children. Thank you and God bless
you.” Fr Ejaz Hayat
The website address is: wwwnazarethouse.org (please note only
one “h”)
NB: We have found that there are many Nazareth House sites. To
access the one we want, it is easier to go to “Nazareth House
Faisalabad” then look for “About us - Nazareth House”. The site
should come up.

St Matthias - 14 May
Matthias was not one of the Twelve; but after the treachery and death of Judas Iscariot, someone
was needed to take his place. Tw o candidates were selected, and lots were drawn to see which of
them should be made one of the Twelve: the choice fell on Matthias. Nothing is known for certain
about his subsequent history.
Drawing lots to select a candidate for office sounds strange to us, but it was a recognised Jewish
custom: for example, the priest who was to enter the Temple sanctuary and burn incense there was
not chosen by some rota but by lot. Random events, independent of any obvious natural or human
cause, were seen as a direct expression of God’s will. Drawing lots was not a substitute for human
decision - human beings had chosen Matthias as a candidate, human beings decided which priests
were eligible on which days - but a way of putting the final choice into the hands of God.
(Information taken from Universalis)

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for
May:

PRAYER GROUP & BIBLE STUDY

That the lay faithful may fulfil their specific
mission by responding with creativity to the
challenges that face the world today.
“The Church needs everyday
saints, those deeds of ordinary life
carried out with coherence.”

DID YOU KNOW…?
...that any apostle chosen to replace Judas,
had to be a witness to the ministry of Jesus
and to his resurrection?

In our first Reading this weekend we hear of the
choice, by lot, of Matthias, chosen to replace
Judas. Incidentally, this Monday is Matthias’s
feast day. You can also read a little about him at
the top of this page. Peter outlines the criteria for
a replacement apostle in today’s First Reading. He
stresses the importance of an apostle to be a
witness to Jesus’ life and ministry, from his
baptism through to the resurrection and
ascension of Jesus.

“Celebrating 50 Great Days” Easter Bible study
each Friday from 06 April through to 18 May at
St Andrew’s Methodist Church, Brandon from
2:00pm - 3:00pm.
Pentecost Praise Service:
Sunday, 20 May at 6:00pm at
Ushaw Moor Baptist Church.
See poster on noticeboard.
All welcome!

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
“Christ, while in heaven, is also with us; and
we, while on earth, are also with him. He is
with us in his godhead and his power and his
love; and we, though we cannot be with him
in godhead as he is with us, can be with him in
our love, our love for him.”
St Augustine of Hippo (354-430)
Bishop of Hippo
Father and Doctor of the Church

PLEASE PRAY…for the following intentions throughout the Easter season as requested by
Bishop Séamus: new members of the Church; vocations; the right use of the media; the Church;
human work. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer….

