
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time                        15 July, 2018 

 

Travelling lightly, in pairs, to heal... 

THIS WEEKEND’S GOSPEL passage again continues directly from that of last week in which we                 

encountered Jesus returning home to Nazareth and being rejected by those that supposedly knew him best. 

This week we see Jesus reach a turning point in his ministry as he sends out his disciples in pairs to proclaim 

the Good News by casting out demons and healing the sick.  

There are at least three interesting points to note. Firstly, Jesus sends out the disciples in pairs as a way of 

ensuring both integrity and support in their mission. By virtue of our baptism, we are obligated as disciples of 

Jesus to follow in the footsteps of those early disciples. Jesus sends us out like them, with the same            

instructions. Going out “in pairs” for us means to understand that none of us are “lone rangers” in mission but 

rely on the gifts and cooperation of others to give our mission the greatest chance of success. The parish is 

the ideal starting point in this regard. 

Secondly, the disciples’ mission is focused on healing through the casting out of demons and by anointing the 

suffering. Casting out demons and anointing the sick might mean for us to recognise the “demons” that       

possess so many people in our own community: the demons of addiction, depression, consumerism,           

indifference to suffering and so forth, and to assist those that suffer this way. Perhaps one of the most         

effective ways we can do this is to ensure that we ourselves are not beset by such “demons” and make that 

evident in the way we radiate hope and fulfillment to those we encounter.  

Thirdly, the disciples are instructed by Jesus to travel light, not to be burdened with          

unnecessary paraphernalia. (As a side note of interest, Jesus is more lenient in Mark’s 

Gospel when he sends out the disciples as opposed to Matthew. In Mark’s Gospel the     

disciples are allowed a staff and a pair of sandals, something Jesus forbids in Matthew’s 

Gospel!) Travelling light will mean for us not allowing ourselves to be burdened and       

distracted by the lures of our society, thus ensuring that our focus is always Christ and the 

mission which he has entrusted to us. Essentially this means placing all our trust in Jesus 

and his promise never to abandon us (Matt 28:20). If we are not travelling light it probably 

means that we are “having a bet each way”, seeking to shore up security for ourselves 

which means that our eyes are not totally fixed on Christ. If we truly believe his promise to 

be with us always, then surely we have no need of a “spare tunic”? 

It is easy for us to understand the mission of the disciples in the time of Jesus as being 

special and exclusive to them. They were, after all, with Jesus personally and had the    

privilege of living and travelling with him. Yet, if we believe that Jesus is with us differently 

but no less intimately through the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the Eucharist, let us             

understand that the mission given to the disciples has also been given to us and be       

conscious of it in all we say and do.  

That is, after all, how we find true fulfillment and meaning in our lives. 

Wishing you a blessed week ahead, 

Fr Robert 
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Vigil Mass for 16th Sunday 
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           and pro populo 

The week ahead... 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 14 July 
 

Eucharistic Ministers  
Pauline & Ambrose Burnside 

Harry Curran 
 

Readers   
Angela Harmston 

Maria Griffiths 
 

Children’s Liturgy  
Anne Davies 

Angela Harmston 
 

Welcomers 
Paul & Anne Kelly 

 
 

Music  
Greg Mearman & Choir 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 21 July 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Angela & Gordon Tosley 

Angela Harmston 
 

Readers  
Stella Foody 
Marie Paily 

 

Children’s Liturgy  
Maria Griffiths 
Joanne Lidster 

 

Welcomers 
Angela Harmston 
Christine Tracey 

 

Music 
Bill Wilkinson & Choir 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION  
 

Gift Aid: £235       Loose Plate: £121 
 

      TOTAL: £356 
 

     Mass Attendance: 119 
 

       DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE 
    CHARITY NUMBER 1143450 

Please remember in your prayers those who 
are sick and housebound in our parish…. 
 

Tom Taylorson, Margaret Pouton, 
Vera Lumsden, Pat Harrison,  

Sylvia Kelly, Mary Spears,  

Rose Crick,  
Doreen Carroll 

and Jack Tobin 

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it 
emailed to you, please contact the parish via phone or email.    
Contact details are on the front of the bulletin. Items for               
publication need to be submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday. 

We pray for our beloved deceased, including…. 
   

       John KENNEDY (Rec. Dec.) 

 Ray, Bridie & Bernadette WINNARD 

Michelle ELLIOT 

Sheila ATKINSON 

Yeung-Seek LEE KIM 

Patrick O’DONAHUE 

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment 

St Patrick’s R.C. Church 
A Parish of the Finchale Partnership 

 

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ 
 

Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling    Ph:    (0191) 378 4486 
          Mob:  07904 833 785 
Email:  langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk 
Web:   www.stpatricksrcchurch.co.uk 
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School:      Ph:    (0191) 378 0552  
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully       Ph:    (0191) 526 5131 
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SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St Helier - 16 July

 

St Helier was a sixth-century ascetic and hermit. He was born to pagan parents in Tongeren in what 
is now Belgium. His wanderings led him across Normandy to the monastic community of St Marculf 
at Nantus (now Nanteuil). However, the contemplative life did not bring him the peace that he 
sought, and he was sent with St Romard to Jersey where he settled on a tidal island, today known 
as the Hermitage Rock, next to L’Islet. He was killed there by robbers or infidel barbarians,          

traditionally in 555. 

While he is known in Jersey as the saint who brought Christianity to the island, in Normandy and 

Brittany he is better known as a healing saint. Today he is invoked for diseases of the skin and eyes. 

 
 

(Information taken from Universalis) 

CONGRATULATIONS…. to the family of Makayla and Harrison GIBBS who were  

baptised here last Sunday. Please pray that these two children will find joy in a life in Christ as 

their family, including their parish family, raise them in the practice of the Christian faith. 

DID YOU KNOW…? 

…that shaking off of the dust from un-

der the feet was a common gesture in 

the time of Jesus? 

Jesus orders the Twelve to do this if they are not 

warmly received by people as they go out on their 
mission in pairs. For the Jewish people who often 
had to pass through pagan territories when        

returning to their own land, 
this gesture was a common one. 

It was symbolic of cleansing 
oneself from that which was not 
Godly on returning to their 

own, blessed land. 

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK” 

“I often think it is my work to find You, and in 

the tangle of my life I stumble into brambles 

of doubt and pits of uncertainties and wonder 

where You are hiding, and then I remember: 

You seek and I am found.” 
 

 

Meister Eckhart (c. 1260 - c. 1328) 

German theologian, philosopher  

and mystic 

 

What’s going on…? 
John KENNEDY (RIP): Please continue to pray for the repose of 
John’s soul and for his grieving family, especially wife Winnie. John’s 
funeral will be celebrated here at St Patrick’s this Tuesday, 17 July  
at 10:00am followed by burial at Meadowfield Cemetery. 
 

Sea Sunday Retiring Collection: The Sea Sunday  collection last 
weekend raised £253.20. Thank you for your generosity. The next 
retiring collection will take place in early September for Catholic     
Education. 

St Cuthbert’s Hospice Raffle:  St Cuthbert’s Hospice is holding a 
raffle with some terrific prizes by way of celebrating thirty years of  
operation. First prize is £1000. Tickets are £1.00 each and are       
available at the rear of the church. Please place your money in the 
plastic container. Raffle drawn on 27 July. 
 

Gathering after Mass: Thank you to Carol, Joyce and Helen for all 
their hard work last Saturday to make the gathering after Mass in the 
garden such a success. Our next gathering will be after Mass on 04 
August. 
 

Rosary Group: A reminder that a group of parishioners meet regularly 
after the 9:30am Mass on Thursday to pray the Rosary. Feel free to 
join them! 
 

Ushaw Prayer Group: Following the recent Mini-Retreat at Ushaw 
College, a prayer group has now been set up. The Ushaw Prayer 
Group plans to meet every fortnight, on a Friday afternoon. Following 
the 12:30pm Mass, there will be time for a light lunch, after which we 
will gather for a period of quiet prayer. The next Prayer Group meeting 
will be on Friday 20 July. 
 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) meeting: As was mentioned earlier, 
the PPC wish to invite members of the parish to all PPC meetings and, 
to this end, you will find the draft agenda for the next meeting on the 
noticeboard as well as the minutes of the last meeting and a sign-up 
sheet for the next meeting. The next meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, 18 July at 7:00pm in the presbytery. 
 

Memory Café: The parish of Durham Martyrs hold a café on the    
second Tuesday of every month, from 1:00pm—3:00pm, for those 
affected by dementia and their carers. They meet at St Joseph’s 
Church in Gilesgate. For more information contact the parish secretary 
on (091) 384 3810. See the noticeboard for more details. 
 

 
 
 
Statement to Live By 
 

This week’s statement was, ‘I know what human dignity 
means and I show that I respect others.’ We talked 
about the innate dignity of every human being and the 
need to treat everyone with respect.  
 

Beautiful Durham Competition 
 

Many congratulations to all of the children for 
their entries into the 'Beautiful Durham', artwork     
competition, which was judged by members of Brandon 
& Byshottles Parish Council. They were impressed by all 
the entries and found it very difficult to choose the win-
ners. Names of the children who won prizes for their 
artwork are below. 
 

Reception 
1st - Eleanor, 2nd - Isla, 3rd - Bethany 
 

Years 1 & 2 
1st - Emma, 2nd - Carys, 3rd - Lily T 
 

Years 3 & 4 
1st - Ella, 2nd - Sara, 3rd - Jessica 
 

Years 5 & 6 
1st - Victoria, 2nd - Weronika, 3rd - Aidan 
 

The winners in each age category go forward to the 
next stage of the competition and their work will be 
judged alongside other primary schools, by the Mayor of 
Durham. 
 

Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly 
 

At the end of this term, we say goodbye to Ruby,      
Sophie, Kamryn, Lillie, Izaak, Lucas, Lewis, Victoria,  
Edward, Emily, Grace, Maddy, Isobelle, Kaden and 
Weronika, as they move onto secondary school. Year 6 
pupils prepared and delivered a wonderful and       
emotional assembly, on Wednesday afternoon. These 
pupils have been a joy to have in school and we all wish 
them well for the future. 
 

Pupil Voice  
 

“We are all sad that Year 6 are only here for one more 
week.  Here are some of the things they have 
said about leaving.” Ella S. (Year 5) 
 

"Every morning we are greeted by a cheerful smile, by 
every teacher, and that will be forever missed.” Ruby 
(Year 6) 
 

 “It is a rough time, but everyone makes new 
friends.” Izaak (Year 6) 
 

“This has been the best school I’ve ever been to!” Grace 
(Year 6) 
 

“I will miss everyone, especially the teachers!” Lucas 
(Year 6) 
 

“…We’ve come a long way from starting this school, and 
if I had a choice, I tell you, I would do it all 
again…” Extract from Year 6’s song 
lyrics - ‘Do It Again.’ 
 

Close of Year Mass 
 

Thursday, 19 July at 9:30am - Whole 
School Mass - Close of School Year - 
in church.  
All welcome! 
 

SCHOOL NEWS 

 ~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~ 

Prayer Meetings & Bible Studies 
 

The next prayer meeting will be held at  St John’s 

Church of England (entrance at rear) on  Tuesday,  

17 July, at 9:30am. Refreshments will be available 

before the meeting. Note change of venue due to      

funeral! 

The next monthly Bible study will be held at St       

Andrew’s Methodist Church,      

Brandon, on Monday, 13 August, 

3:30-4:45pm. We will be looking at the 

Sunday readings for the month ahead. 

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~ 

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for July 

 

That priests, who experience fatigue and 

loneliness in their pastoral work, may find 

help and comfort in their intimacy with the 

Lord and in their friendship with their 

brother priests. 

“When we have reached the lowest 
point of our misery and weakness, 
the Risen Christ gives us the 
strength to rise again.” 


