The week ahead...
Saturday 01 September
Vigil Mass 22nd Sunday

5:00pm

Sunday 02 September
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

NO
MASS

Monday 03 September
St Gregory the Great, Pope, Doctor

NO
MASS

Tuesday 04 September
The Translation of St Cuthbert

Wednesday 05 September
Weekday of Ordinary Time 22

Mass: Bryan Cheesey
and pro populo

Mass for Opening of School Year

6:30pm

Mass: Harry & Teresa Coad

9:30am

Mass: John Kennedy

NO
MASS

Friday 07 September
Weekday of Ordinary Time 22

NO
MASS

5:00pm

Mass: Malcolm & Harry Stoker
and pro populo

Saturday 08 September

Eucharistic Ministers
Malcolm & Teresa Wass
Andrew Aberdeen

Eucharistic Ministers
Irene & John Carey
Kevin Boyle

Readers
Claire Lavery
Angela Tosley

Readers
Ann Canavan
Margaret Purdom

Children’s Liturgy
(In recess until next week)

Children’s Liturgy
TBC

Welcomers
Halina Holman
Janet Harrigan

Welcomers
Paul & Anne Kelly

Music
Bill Wilkinson & Choir

Music
Greg Mearman & Choir

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION
Gift Aid: £231

Loose Plate: £204

TOTAL: £435
Mass Attendance: 131
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it
emailed to you, please contact the parish via phone or email.
Contact details are on the front of the bulletin. Items for
publication need to be submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday.

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….

Billy McCRANN (Rec. Dec.)
Margaret GAVAGHAN (Rec. Dec.)
Bryan CHEESEY
Frank McGOUGH

nd

Saturday 01 September

22 Sunday in Ordinary Time

MINISTRIES

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

02 September, 2018

“This people honours me only with lip-service…”
WE RETURN to the Gospel of Mark this weekend after having our Gospel readings taken from John over the past
five Sundays. We will continue reading from Mark up until the feast of Christ the King in late November. When we
last heard from Mark in mid-July, we witnessed the apostles returning to Jesus after he had sent them out with the
bare minimum of possessions. Jesus calls them aside to rest for a while as he teaches the crowds who had
gathered on the shore. We take up Mark’s Gospel this weekend at the beginning of chapter seven.

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment
MINISTRIES

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ
Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
Web: www.stpatricksrcchurch.co.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School: Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (0191) 526 5131

10:00am

Thursday 06 September
Weekday of Ordinary Time 22

Saturday 08 September
Vigil Mass for 23rd Sunday

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

Please remember in your prayers those who
are sick and housebound in our parish….

And once again we find food at the centre of our reading. We began our dip into John’s Gospel by hearing of the
famous miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and then heard Jesus talk of himself as the “Bread of Life” and
giving his flesh for us to eat and his blood for us to drink. Though the action this weekend occurs in the context of a
meal, this is incidental. The real focus is not the meal but rather the manner in which it is being consumed by some
of Jesus’ disciples – with unclean hands. This upsets the Pharisees and scribes because it indicates a lax attitude,
or even disdain, for the Law. It is the Law which is of concern to the Pharisees and scribes for they see in its
observance a right to claim superiority over others and of being somehow more worthy of God.
Jesus, of course, is critical of this attitude and sees right through the Pharisees’ and scribes’ hypocrisy. We need to
remember that at the time of Jesus the Jewish people had 613 individual laws and regulations they had to follow if
they were to be observant. Many of these laws, such as washing one’s hands before eating, had a basis in
common sense, but over time had assumed greater significance from a religious viewpoint. The Pharisees and
scribes, as strict observers of the Law, used it to maintain positions of power over the common people. Jesus, as
we would expect, abhorred this attitude and has no hesitation in making this known to them. He rightly condemns
them for paying lip-service to God by focusing on external observance of the Law but not loving God from within,
with their hearts.
There is a challenge for us here, too. Because our Catholic tradition contains many elements of familiar ritual, we
can easily fall into the trap of feeling that we have “done our bit” and are looked on favourably by God because we
have fulfilled a religious obligation, be it attending Sunday Mass, saying our prayers or something similar. We may
even, like the Pharisees and scribes, feel that we are in some way superior to others who don’t undertake these
same practices.
But Jesus warns us to look elsewhere for a true sense of where we are at
with God – into our hearts. When we are at Mass or praying or even
helping the poor, are our hearts disposed towards God? Our outward
appearance can be pious and religious but our hearts at the same time
filled with hatred, anger, pride of indifference.

Tom Taylorson,

Perhaps a phrase of the great St Augustine, whose feast we celebrated
last Tuesday, sums it up best: “Love, and do what you will.” If we love
God, our words and actions cannot fail to be pleasing to God. We will
have no need of laws for we will be living the law that matters – the law of
love.

Margaret Pouton,

Wishing you a blessed week ahead,

Frances Harland, Sylvia Kelly,
Mary Spears, Rose Crick,
Doreen Carroll, Jack Tobin,

Vera Lumsden,
and Pat Harrison

Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
Fr Brian Murphy: We welcome back Fr Brian over the next two
Saturday evenings during my annual leave. I know you will make him
welcome as always. Also, at the end of Mass next weekend, Celia
Hetherington will speak about Fr Ejaz’s mission and how you can
continue to assist his wonderful work in the difficult environment of
Pakistan. I know you will welcome her warmly as well.
Gathering after Mass this week: As always on the first weekend of
the month, we will be gathering after Mass today for fellowship over
some drinks and nibbles. Hopefully the weather will allow us to gather
on the lawn behind the church, otherwise in the school hall. Everyone
is welcome!

Rosary Group: A reminder that a group of parishioners meet regularly
after the 9:30am Mass on Thursday to pray the Rosary. Feel free to
join them!
The Finchale Partnership: The Partnership Development Group met
at the end of July, to review the first year, and to discuss the activity of
our 6 sub-groups. The PDG concluded that we have achieved a lot in
our first year, but we need to make sure that we give more people the
opportunity to get involved. The minutes of the meeting, and the 'One
Year On' document which we sent to the Diocese, are on the
Partnership webpages hosted at http://www.stcuthberts-durham.org.uk/
the-finchale-partnership/partnership-development-group-information,
and there is a copy on the noticeboard at the back of church. If you
would like to get involved, please see the 'Dates for your Diary' sheet,
also available this week, for information about what we have planned.

Social Committee: The Social Committee will be selling tickets over
the next few weeks for the fundraiser for this year’s Christmas party.
Raffle tickets will also be on sale. Any prizes, as usual, will be
Apostleship of the Sea: Apostleship of the Sea invites you to a
gratefully accepted!
Mass in honour of our patron Stella Maris, Our Lady Star of the Sea.
Hymn Request Forms: Don’t forget that you can now nominate a Come pray for the work of Apostleship of the Sea and for seafarers
favourite hymn for the choir to lead us in at Mass. Forms are available on Wednesday 19 September 2018 at 12:00noon in St Bede's
at the rear of the church.
Church, 10 Westoe Rd, South Shields NE33 4LZ. Bishop Séamus
Cleaning Day: Thank you to all those who took part in the cleaning Cunningham will celebrate Mass, followed by a reception. All invited.
day earlier today. Your efforts at keeping our church looking its best Please RSVP by email to salvina@apostleshipofthesea.org.uk.
are much appreciated. I think it would be a good thing to make this an Home Mission Sunday Collection: As you are aware, it has been a
annual event to ensure our beautiful church remains that way!
while since we have taken up a special collection because of the
summer break. Now that the holidays are drawing to a close we are
due to have some special collections for various purposes. The next of
these will be in two weeks’ time, 15 September, for Home Mission
Sunday. Some materials will be available for you next weekend. This
Start of the School Year
collection supports the work of evangelisation throughout the dioceses
We look forward to the start of the new school
of England and Wales. Please be as generous as you can.

SCHOOL NEWS

year.
A special welcome to those pupils who will join
us for the first time: Albie, Oliver, William,
Phoebe, Jai, Isobel, Kamiano, Poppy,
Charlie-Mae and Aidan in Reception;
Emilija in Year 1, and Ryan in Year 5.
Opening Mass
At 10:00am on Tuesday, 04 September
the whole school will attend Mass to celebrate
the start of the new school year. We hope
many of our families and parishioners will be
able to join us.
Masses and Liturgies
Additional celebrations, planned for the first
half term, are as follows:
Wednesday 03.10.18 @ 2:45pm - Mass
(Class 1) - in school chapel
Thursday 04.10.18 @ 9:30am - Mass (Class
2) - in church
Thursday 04.10.18 @ 2:45pm - Liturgy
(Class 4) - in school chapel
Wednesday 10.10.18 @ 2:45pm - Liturgy
(Class 3) - in school chapel
Wednesday 17.10.18 @ 2:45pm - Liturgy
(Class 2) - in school chapel
Thursday 18.10.18 @ 9:30am
- Mass (Class 1) - in church
Everyone welcome!

SAINT OF THE WEEK
St Gregory the Great - 03 September
Gregory was born in Rome in 540 and followed the career of public service that was usual for
the son of an aristocratic family, finally becoming Prefect of the City of Rome, a post he held for
some years. He founded a monastery in Rome and some in Sicily, then became a monk
himself.
He was elected Pope on 03 September 590, the first monk to be elected to this office. He
reformed the administration of the Church’s estates and devoted the resulting surplus to the
assistance of the poor and the ransoming of prisoners. He kept the Church’s position secure by
cultivating good relations with the tribes of barbarians. Amongst his memorable acts was the
sending of Augustine and monks as missionaries to England in 596. He wrote extensively on
pastoral care, spirituality and morals, and designated himself “servant of the servants of God.”
He died in 604.
(Information taken from Universalis)

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for
September

Prayer Group & Bible Study

That young people in Africa may have
access to education and work in their own
countries.
“None of us is an island,
autonomous and independent
from others. We can only
build the future by standing
together.”

DID YOU KNOW…?
…that ritual purity such as that we
witness in the Gospel this weekend was
very important for the Jewish people?
As is noted in a liturgy magazine (“The Summit”,
August 2015), “The laws governing washing
probably originated in practices to ensure health
and hygiene, but physical signs of
impurity came to be seen as
symbolic of a moral or spiritual
imperfection.” We are all familiar
with the priest washing his hands
at Mass immediately before
Eucharist as a sign of his desire to
have a pure heart.

Prayer Group meets every third week of the month
at St John’s Church of England, Meadowfield,
from 9:30am - 10:15am. Next meeting: Tuesday,
18 September. All welcome!
Bible Study Group will meet every Friday in
September, 2:00pm - 3:00pm, at
St John’s Church of England,
Meadowfield. Please bring a
Bible with you. Theme: Women
in the New Testament.

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
“Looking back to the past, no effort to beg pardon
and to seek to repair the harm done will ever be
sufficient. Looking ahead to the future, no effort
must be spared to create a culture able to prevent
such situations from happening, but also to prevent
the possibility of their being covered up and
perpetuated.”

Pope Francis (b. 1936)
Letter to the People of God on Sexual
Abuse within the Church
(20 August 2018)

CONGRATULATIONS…to the family of Noah James QUINN who was baptised here
at St Patrick’s last Sunday. Please pray that the family, parents and godparents in particular, will
find great joy in raising Noah in the Catholic Christian faith.

