The week ahead...
Saturday 06 October
Vigil Mass 27th Sunday

5:00pm

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

Mass: John Kennedy
and pro populo

NO
MASS

Monday 08 October
Weekday of Ordinary Time 27

NO
MASS

Tuesday 09 October
Weekday of Ordinary Time 27

6:30pm

Mass: Teresa Coad

Wednesday 10 October
St Paulinus of York, Bishop

9:30am

Mass: Pat Curran

Thursday 11 October
Weekday of Ordinary Time 27

9:30am

Mass: Hilda, James and Joseph
Condron

Friday 12 October
St Wilfrid, Bishop

7:00am

Mass: Private Intention

Saturday 13 October
Vigil Mass for 28th Sunday

5:00pm

Mass: Sally Thompson
and pro populo

Saturday 13 October

Eucharistic Ministers
Malcolm & Teresa Wass
Andrew Aberdeen

Eucharistic Ministers
John & Irene Carey
Kevin Boyle

Readers
Angela Harmston
Marie Paily

Readers
Angela Tosley
Ann Canavan

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Helen Riddles

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Helen Riddles

Welcomers
Paul & Anne Kelly

Welcomers
Angela Harmston
Christine Tracey

Music
Bill Wilkinson & Choir

Music
Greg Mearman & Choir

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION
Gift Aid: £207

Loose Plate: £188

TOTAL: £395
Mass Attendance: 146
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it
emailed to you, please contact the parish via phone or email.
Contact details are on the front of the bulletin. Items for
publication need to be submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday.

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….

John KENNEDY
Fr Austin McSHANE
Margaret KEENAN
Thomas Henry HOPSON
Fred EGGLESTONE

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

OUR FIRST READING this weekend is one of the more popular Old Testament readings chosen by couples for
their wedding liturgy, and understandably so. It is the beautiful part of the second creation myth which explains how
woman was created and the great delight with which the man welcomes the creation of woman. The commentary
which follows is equally poignant as it talks of a man and woman “becoming one body” in the intimacy of human
love.
The counterpoint to this beautiful examination of human love is found in the Gospel when Jesus is asked by the
Pharisees (with ulterior motives, of course!) about the legality of divorce. Divorce is, of course, a reality in our lives
today in twenty-first century Britain but the Gospel indicates to us that it was a reality too in first century Palestine.

What are we to make of Jesus’ answer, however? His response to the Pharisees contains, not unusually, a quote
from the Hebrew scriptures (which the Pharisees knew very well) but when alone with the disciples Jesus seems to
take a harsh line against divorce and remarriage, saying that a divorced person who marries another is guilty of
adultery. Where is the compassionate, understanding Jesus, the one who ate and drank with prostitutes and even
prevented an adulteress from being killed by stoning (Jn 8:1-11)?
The fact is, of course, that this is the same Jesus and his compassion and love have not disappeared. Jesus is
upholding the sanctity of marriage, underlining its divine origins, but this is not to say that he doesn’t expect us to
be understanding and supportive of people who have undergone the trauma of separation and/or divorce. I doubt
whether there is one person reading this who has not been touched directly or indirectly by marriage breakdown
and the difficulties that ensue.
I sincerely doubt that anyone enters marriage with anything but the desire that it will last, especially Christian
marriage. Of course, the desire is not always supported by ideal circumstances, including the level of maturity of
one or both partners in the marriage. All who enter marriage may strive for the ideal but sadly, sometimes the ideal
is not reached. It is wrong to think however that God condemns those who fail to live out the ideal despite their best
attempts for God understands ourselves better than we do. The thing that
ought to be condemned is the idea that human beings are foolish to aspire to
the ideal of a lifelong commitment to one other person, even if it requires hard
work.

Pat Harrison,

Frances Harland,

Wishing you a blessed week ahead,

Please remember in your prayers those who
are sick and housebound in our parish….

Jack Tobin, Tom Taylorson,
Margaret Pouton, Vera Lumsden,

Sylvia Kelly, Mary Spears,
Rose Crick and
Doreen Carroll

07 October, 2018

“No longer two, therefore, but one body.”

Let us then follow the example of Jesus and be supportive in every way we
can of those who have experienced, or are currently experiencing, marriage
difficulties, separation or divorce and perhaps struggling with loneliness, anger,
embarrassment, shame, frustration or disappointment. Most of us who are not
experiencing this don’t have to look too far to find someone who is going
through such trauma. May our first response not be one focusing on doctrinal
and legal issues but rather, like Jesus, one of compassion, love, understanding
and support.

th

Saturday 06 October

27 Sunday in Ordinary Time

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment
MINISTRIES

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ
Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
Web: www.stpatricksrcchurch.co.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School: Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (0191) 526 5131

Sunday 07 October
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

MINISTRIES

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
Ad Limina Visit: The Bishops of England and Wales recently had their
ad limina visit in Rome. The message to the bishops from Pope
Francis was one of joy, for “joy is rooted firmly in our relationship with
Jesus.” The full statement, only 800 words long, can be found online at
Gathering after Mass this week: As always on the first weekend catholicnews.org.uk/ad-limina-final-statement-011018.
Mass of the month, we will be gathering after Mass this Saturday Prisoners’ Sunday: Next Sunday is Prisoners’ Sunday. You will find
evening for fellowship over some drinks and nibbles. Everyone is some material on display this weekend. This year’s theme is “Go
welcome! Unless the weather is unseasonably warm and dry, we will Beyond”, highlighting the work of those who are so committed to servgather in the church hall!
ing those suffering the harmful effects of imprisonment. Though we are
Hymn Request Forms: Don’t forget that you can now nominate a not taking up a separate collection there are some envelopes available
favourite hymn for the choir to lead us in at Mass. Forms are available should you wish to donate to “Pact” the Catholic organisation that has
been serving prisoners and their families for 120 years.
at the rear of the church.

SAINT OF THE WEEK

CAFOD Appeal: We are taking up CAFOD’s Family Fast Day
collection this weekend. Please be as generous as you can as this
collection helps our less fortunate brothers and sisters throughout the
world..

Rosary Group: A reminder that a group of parishioners meet regularly Torchlight Procession: Advance notice of a torchlight procession at
after the 9:30am Mass on Thursday to pray the Rosary. Feel free to St Mary’s, Hexham, on Friday 07 December at 7:00pm. See
noticeboard for more details.
join them!
Church Organ: You cannot fail to notice the organ that has been Missio - APF/Mill Hill Missionaries: The quarterly collection for
temporarily installed near the front of the church. This will be used over September was £3005.32. Thank you to all those who generously
the coming few weeks in anticipation (pending approval) of a new contributed and to our two sponsors who gave their free time to help us
digital organ being placed in the choir loft to replace the instrument with this work.
currently there which, we have been advised, has reached the end of Durham Martyrs Inclusive Group-Mass for those affected by
its life and would be uneconomic to restore. Any comments (once you dementia: Durham Martyrs Inclusive Group would like to welcome
have heard it played!) are welcome!
those affected by dementia to a Mass at St Joseph’s Church, Mill Lane,
St John’s, Meadowfield: An invitation is extended to all to come to St Gilesgate at 10:00am on Saturday 13 October. Following the Mass,
John’s at Meadowfield on the weekend of 06-07 October for a couple we hope you will stay for coffee and cakes to raise funds for
of events. On Saturday, 06 October, 10:00am—12:00noon, the Alzheimer’s Society.
harvest opening morning is on with displays and light refreshments
offered. On Sunday, 07 October at 3:00pm, choral evensong followed
by celebratory tea. You can also check out the new heating system!
Partnership Matters: October/November edition on noticeboard.

SCHOOL NEWS
Statement to Live By
This week’s statement was, ‘I know how to laugh and
have fun’. We listened to Psalm 15 and talked about
some of the ways we can glorify God, including by being
happy and enjoying all the good things that God has
given us.
Masses and Liturgies
Thank you to all those who attended celebrations, both
in school and church, this week. Your presence is
always very much appreciated.
MacMillan Cakes Sale
Thank you to everyone who supported the MacMillan
Cake Sale that took place on Friday of last week. A total
of £204.85 was raised for the charity. Thank you!
Football Team
Last week, our football team played three league
fixtures. They lost their first two matches, one against
Kelloe Primary and the other against Our Lady Queen of
Martyrs. They won their final game, against St Joseph’s,
Gilesgate, 4 – 0.
Masses and Liturgies
Wednesday 10.10.18 @ 2:45pm - Liturgy (Class 3) in school chapel
Wednesday 17.10.18 @ 2:45pm Liturgy (Class 2) - in school chapel
Thursday 18.10.18 @ 9:30am - Mass
(Class 1) - in church
Everyone welcome!

Bl John Henry Newman - 09 October

Born in London in 1801, he was for over twenty years an Anglican clergyman
and Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford. His studies of the early Church led him
progressively towards Catholicism, and in 1845 he embraced “the one true
fold of the Redeemer”. In 1847 he was ordained priest and went on to found
the Oratory of St Philip Neri in England. He was a prolific and influential writer
on a variety of subjects. In 1879 he was created Cardinal by Pope Leo XIII.
Praised for his humility, unstinting care of souls and contributions to the
intellectual life of the Church, he died in Birmingham on 11 August 1890.
(Information taken from Universalis)

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for
October

Prayer Group & Bible Study

That consecrated Religious men and women
may actively seek to be present among the
poor, the marginalised and those who have
no voice.
“In the name of Jesus we can
make known, through our
witness, that peace is
possible!”

DID YOU KNOW…?
…that the Church assumes that all
marriages are valid unless proven
otherwise?

The Church usually only tests the validity of
marriages when a couple have divorced and one
or both parties are seeking to marry again in the
Catholic Church. The tribunal will then undertake
a process to determine if the marriage was valid
when it was contracted. There are
various reasons why a marriage
may be invalid according to Church
law.

Prayer Group meets Tuesday 16 October at St
John’s, Meadowfield, 9:30am - 10:15am.
Gospel Study meets Monday 08 October at St
Andrew’s, Brandon, 3:30pm - 4:45pm.
Refreshments available before the meeting.
The Advent Study Group will commence on
Friday, 23 November, 2pm - 3pm.
This group will meet weekly. The
York course “Life to the Full” will
be used. More news to come!

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
“In a word, live together in the forgiveness of your
sins, for without it no human fellowship, least of
all a marriage, can survive. Don’t insist on your
rights, don’t blame each other, don’t judge or
condemn each other, don’t find fault with each
other, but accept each other as you are, and
forgive each other every day from the bottom of
your hearts.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906—1945)
German Lutheran Pastor & Martyr
Letters and Papers from Prison

CONGRATULATIONS … to Victoria MADDOCKS who was baptised and confirmed here at St
Patrick’s last weekend. We pray that Victoria will continue to grow in faith, supported by her
immediate family and her parish family here at St Patrick’s.

