The week ahead...
Saturday 13 October
Vigil Mass 28th Sunday

5:00pm

Sunday 14 October
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

NO
MASS

Monday 15 October
St Teresa of Avila, Virgin, Doctor

NO
MASS

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

Mass: Sally Thompson
and pro populo

6:30pm

Mass: John Kennedy

Wednesday 17 October
St Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop, Martyr

9:30am

Mass: Private Intention

Thursday 18 October
St Luke, Evangelist

9:30am

Mass: Fr Brian McNamara

Friday 19 October
Weekday of Ordinary Time 28

7:00am

Mass: Private Intention

Saturday 20 October
Vigil Mass for 29th Sunday

5:00pm

Mass: Lizzabella and
Margaret Jane Morris
and pro populo

Saturday 20 October

Eucharistic Ministers
John & Irene Carey
Kevin Boyle

Eucharistic Ministers
Helen Musham, Jane Smith
Wilf Lavery

Readers
Angela Tosley
Ann Canavan

Readers
Margaret Purdom
Claire Lavery

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Helen Riddles

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Joanne Lidster

Welcomers
Angela Harmston
Christine Tracey

Welcomers
Pat Middleton
Mary Kitching

Music
Greg Mearman & Choir

Music
Greg Mearman & Choir

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION
Gift Aid: £203

Loose Plate: £221

TOTAL: £424
Mass Attendance: 138
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it
emailed to you, please contact the parish via phone or email.
Contact details are on the front of the bulletin. Items for
publication need to be submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday.

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….

Sally THOMPSON
Fr Brian McNAMARA
John MULHALL
John NYLAND
Hilda THOMPSON

th

Saturday 13 October

28 Sunday in Ordinary Time

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment
MINISTRIES

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ
Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
Web: www.stpatricksrcchurch.co.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School: Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (0191) 526 5131

Tuesday 16 October
Weekday of Ordinary Time 28

MINISTRIES

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

Please remember in your prayers those who
are sick and housebound in our parish….

Doreen Carroll, Jack Tobin,
Tom Taylorson, Margaret Pouton,
Vera Lumsden,

Pat Harrison,
Frances Harland,
Sylvia Kelly, Mary Spears,
and Rose Crick

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

14 October, 2018

“...how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!”
YOU MIGHT RECALL that last weekend Jesus gave us the secret to entering the kingdom of God:
to be childlike, innocent and simple, open to the glimpses of the kingdom we experience here on
earth so that we may welcome the fullness of the kingdom in the world to come. This weekend, as
we continue an unbroken reading of Mark, we hear Jesus declare something that might depress
us: “…how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!” He then illustrates this with a bizarre but profound
metaphor: the impossibility of a camel passing through the eye of a needle. Note that first Jesus says
it is difficult for those with riches to enter God’s kingdom but then repeats this line omitting the
reference to the rich, implying a universal application.

Before Jesus utters these words, we encounter a moving scene: a rich man kneels before Jesus and
asks him what he must do to inherit eternal life. Jesus guides the man through the ten
commandments and the man responds by saying that he has kept all these. He is clearly a good and
pious man and probably expects Jesus to tell him that already he is doing all that is necessary to
gain eternal life. It is quite possible that the man simply wanted affirmation of his perceived
goodness.
But as Jesus looks at the man, he loves him and, because of this love, must tell him the truth – he is
too attached to his wealth to love God with an undivided heart. This was probably confusing for the
man as he undoubtedly saw his wealth as a sign of God’s blessing. But Jesus knows the man’s
wealth is an obstacle and tells him not just to reduce his wealth by giving some to the less fortunate
but rather to sell everything he owns and give the money to the poor. Only by doing this will the man
be able to follow God with an undivided heart. The unexpected response from Jesus undoubtedly hit
the man with force.
This episode challenges us in at least a couple of ways. What is stopping us from following our Lord
with an undivided heart? Is it material wealth? The internet? Social media? Something else we hold
as an ‘idol’ before God? Do we idolise another person, our
education, an object, a ‘lifestyle’ or something else? Though we
might not regard ourselves as rich from a First World perspective,
we can still have our attention and trust focused somewhere other
than on God. In addition to this, Jesus’ directive to the rich man is
really a call to him not just to ‘give alms’ but rather for him to have
some solidarity with the less fortunate just as Jesus did himself. This
is a call directed to all of us and something worth focusing on as we
approach Mission Sunday next weekend.
We pray for an undivided heart with regard to our faith and ask
God’s help, for this is something that we cannot achieve through our
own efforts. After all, as Jesus reminds us today: “For men, it is
impossible, but not for God: because everything is possible for God.”
Wishing you a blessed week ahead,
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
First Communion Candidates: This weekend we welcome those
children who are beginning preparation for their first Eucharist, along
with their families. They will engage in monthly preparation until they
receive their first Eucharist in June next year. Let us pray for these
children as they journey towards this next stage of their Christian
initiation.
CAFOD Appeal: Thank you for your generous contributions to the
CAFOD appeal last weekend, introduced by our parish representative,
Tricia Whitfield. So far, £415.80 has been raised. We will continue to
collect envelope donations for another fortnight. Envelopes can be
found on the table near the church doors. Our next retiring collection
will be for Catholic Mission next weekend.
The Finchale Partnership: The Partnership Development Group met
in September. At the meeting, the PDG discussed a proposal for the
amalgamation of parishes in West Durham, and plans for Partnership
events over the next few months. The full minutes of the meeting are
available on the our partnership webpages currently hosted at https://
www.stcuthberts-durham.org.uk/the-finchale-partnership/partnershipdevelopment-group-information
Gathering after Mass last week: Thank you to all who assisted at last
Saturday evening’s gathering after Mass in the school hall.

Missio - APF/Mill Hill Missionaries - Correction: The quarterly
collection for September was £704.71 with the yearly total being
£3005.32. Thank you to all those who generously contributed and to
our two sponsors who gave their free time to help us with this work.
Day of Prayer at Ushaw – A Time of Words, Music and Slence:
Wednesday, 24 October: 10:30am to 4:00pm. Led by Sister Rosarie
Spence. £10.00 per person including coffee, tea and biscuits served
both on arrival and to conclude the day.
10:30am Coffee/Tea and biscuits
11:00am First Session
1:00pm Lunch
2:00pm Second Session
4:00pm Coffee/Tea and biscuits
Lunch is not provided, but there is a delicious range of great value
home-made soups, pastries and cakes available in the refectory.
Bookings can be made on-line via Ushaw’s website (www.ushaw.org)
or call 0191 3345119.

Vacancy: The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following
Prayer for Africa: Pope Francis has urged all Christians to pray for vacancy: Administrator, based at St Hilda’s, Sunderland, 12 hours per
stability in the various nations of Africa. As a result , Churches Togeth- week, 12 month fixed term contract. Closing date: 16 October.
er has organised an event here at St Patrick’s on Wednesday, 17 For further information and details of how to apply please visit our
October. See noticeboard for details.
website www.rcdhn.org.uk or contact us 0191 243 3301, or
email human.resources@diocesehn.org.uk
Partnership Matters: October/November edition now on noticeboard
along with “Sharing Your Ideas”. These can be emailed to you.
Prisoners’ Sunday: This Sunday is Prisoners’ Sunday. You will find
some material on display this weekend. This year’s theme is “Go
Beyond”, highlighting the work of those who are so committed to
serving those suffering the harmful effects of imprisonment. Though we
are not taking up a separate collection there are some envelopes
available should you wish to donate to “Pact” the Catholic organisation
that has been serving prisoners and their families for 120 years.

SAINT OF THE WEEK

Torchlight Procession: Advance notice of a torchlight procession at
St Mary’s, Hexham, on Friday 07 December at 7:00pm. See
noticeboard for more details.

St Paul of the Cross - 19 October

Paul was born at Ovada in Luguria, Italy in 1694. As a young man he helped
his father, who was a merchant. He aspired to a perfect life, abandoned all his
possessions and started to live in the service of the poor and sick. He gathered
companions to help him in the task.
He became a priest and worked more and more for the salvation of souls. He
set up houses for his congregation (the Passionists) and devoted himself to
apostolic labours. He inflicted harsh penances on himself. Paul died at Rome
on 18 October 1775.
(Information taken from Universalis)

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for
October

Prayer Group & Bible Study

That consecrated Religious men and women
may actively seek to be present among the
poor, the marginalised and those who have
no voice.
“In the name of Jesus we can
make known, through our
witness, that peace is
possible!”

Prayer Group meets Tuesday 16 October at St
John’s, Meadowfield, 9:30am - 10:15am.
Gospel Study meets Monday 12 November at St
Andrew’s Methodist, Brandon, 3:30pm - 4:45pm.
Refreshments available before the meeting.
The Advent Study Group will commence on
Friday, 23 November, 2pm - 3pm.
This group will meet weekly. The
York course “Life to the Full” will
be used. More news to come!

SCHOOL NEWS

Statement to Live By

This week’s statement was ‘I know what to do if I see
anyone being hurt’. We shared the story of The Good
Samaritan and reflected on our responsibility to
help those in need.
Harvest Festival – Thursday 18 October 2:30pm
At 2:30pm on Thursday 18 October, there will be a
Harvest Assembly in the school hall, followed by
refreshments. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Pupils will be making up food hampers and these will be
raffled at the end of the assembly. All proceeds will
be forwarded to CAFOD, to support their work in
developing countries.
Masses and Liturgies
Wednesday 17.10.18 @ 2:45pm - Liturgy (Class 2) in school chapel
Thursday 18.10.18 @ 9:30am - Mass
(Class 1) - in church
Thursday 18.10.18 @ 2:30pm—
Harvest Assembly in the school
Everyone welcome!

DID YOU KNOW…?
…that there is a theory that the “eye of
the needle” referred to in this
weekend’s Gospel is the name of a gate
in Jerusalem?
According to Wikipedia, “The "Eye of the Needle"
has been claimed to be a gate in Jerusalem, which
opened after the main gate was closed at night. A
camel could only pass through
this smaller gate if it was stooped
and had its baggage removed.”
There is no evidence that such a
gate ever existed, however.

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
“A thick black veil is spread between this
world and the next. We mortal men range up
and down it, to and fro, and see nothing.
There is no access through it into the next
world. In the Gospel this veil is not removed;
it remains, but every now and
then marvellous disclosures are
made to us of what is behind it.”
Blessed John Henry Newman
(1801—1890)
English theologian and poet

CONGRATULATIONS … to Victoria MADDOCKS and Darren DAVIES who were
married here at St Patrick’s last weekend. We also congratulate the families of
Noah James KIRBY and Lucy Frances SOWERBY, baptised here last Sunday.

