
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time             18 November, 2018 

 

“Heaven and earth will pass away...” 

AS WE REACH the end of the Church’s year, our readings focus on the “end times” when the Son of 

Man will come “in the clouds with great power and glory” and the angels will “gather his chosen from the 

four winds, from the ends of the world to the ends of heaven.” We must be careful not to take these 

words literally but we must ensure that we take them seriously. Just as we believe that God created the 

universe, including our planet and everything it is home to, including us, so we believe that a time will 

come when creation will end and this will herald the return of Christ in all his glory and the General 

Judgement will take place. 

These words strike fear into the hearts of many people, including Christians. Yet surely we have nothing 

to fear if we truly believe that our God is a loving, merciful and compassionate God? Perhaps the point is 

that such words as these make us reflect all too readily on our shortcomings as Christian disciples and 

we question the quality of our commitment to our Lord. Whilst we do not doubt that God is indeed       

merciful and loving, the source of our fear is most likely a realisation that we are Christians in name only 

for much of the time and our actions often do not reflect what we proclaim. God does not punish – we 

punish ourselves. 

So to take the words of Jesus seriously means not to envisage a merciless God who, after a calamitous 

series of natural disasters, will send the ‘bad’ people spiralling down to hell, but rather to look honestly at 

ourselves and ask if we are ready should Jesus return tomorrow. On many occasions, people have tried 

to determine when exactly the events described by Jesus will take place, but he says quite clearly at the 

end of today’s Gospel that nobody knows when these things will happen but the Father, not even Jesus. 

The ‘end times’ could happen in a million years’ time or before you finish reading this column. That being 

so, it is important that we continually assess the quality of our discipleship and make the necessary 

amendments. Regular celebration of the sacrament of Reconciliation is one good way to do this. 

Next Sunday, the Feast of Christ the King, is the final Sunday of the liturgical 

year. It is fitting that the final Sunday of the year should celebrate the great 

triumph of Christ over death and his position as King of the universe, the one 

who reigns triumphantly over all. As we hear Jesus speak this weekend of 

the sun being darkened, the moon losing its brightness, the stars falling from 

heaven and the powers in heaven being shaken. it is best to do so bearing 

next Sunday’s feast in mind. Ultimately, Christ conquers death and all evil 

and is preparing to receive us into his kingdom at the end of time. If our lives 

are lived in loving gratitude for God’s mercy, we can have confidence that 

the ‘end times’ will mark for us not a time for fear and trembling but  a        

glorious beginning that will have no end. 

Wishing you a blessed week ahead, 

Fr Robert 

Saturday 17 November 

Vigil Mass for 33rd Sunday 
5:00pm 

Mass: Moran family            
           and pro populo 

Sunday 18 November 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

NO  

MASS 
 

Monday 19 November 

Weekday of Ordinary Time 33 

NO  

MASS 
 

Tuesday 20 November 

Weekday of Ordinary Time 33 
6:30pm Mass: Private Intention 

Wednesday 21 November 

Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
9:30am Mass: The Faithful Departed 

Thursday 22 November 

St Cecilia, Virgin, Martyr 
9:30am Mass: The Faithful Departed 

Friday 23 November 

Weekday of Ordinary Time 33 
7:00am Mass: Private Intention 

Saturday 24 November 

Vigil Mass for Christ the King 
5:00pm 

Mass: John Middleton 
          and pro populo 

The week ahead... 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 17 November 
 

Eucharistic Ministers  
John & Irene Carey 

Kevin Boyle 
 

Readers   
Marie Paily 
Stella Foody 

 

Children’s Liturgy  
  Helen Riddles 

Angela Harmston 
 

Welcomers 
Pat Middleton 
Mary Kitching 

 

Music  
Greg Mearman & Choir 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 24 November 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Jane Smith, Helen Musham 

Wilf Lavery 
 

Readers  
Ann Canavan 
Angela Tosley 

 

Children’s Liturgy  
Maria Griffiths 
Joanne Lidster 

 

Welcomers 
Halina Holman 
Janet Harrigan 

 

Music 
Greg Mearman & Choir 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION  
 

Gift Aid: £260       Loose Plate: £241 
 

    TOTAL: £501 
 

     Mass Attendance: 186 
 

       DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE 
    CHARITY NUMBER 1143450 

Please remember in your prayers those who 
are sick and housebound in our parish…. 
 

Pat Harrison, Frances Harland,  

Sylvia Kelly, Mary Spears, Ann Canavan, 

Rose Crick, Doreen Carroll, 

Jack Tobin, Tom Taylorson,  

Margaret Pouton,   

and Vera Lumsden 

 

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it 
emailed to you, please contact the parish via phone or email.    
Contact details are on the front of the bulletin. Items for               
publication need to be submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday. 

We pray for our beloved deceased, including…. 
     

                  MORAN Family  

                           Ralph CANAVAN   

                         Olive MARCH 

  Veronica FURNACE 

Ronnie WAGGOTT 

Ethel HARKIN 

John MIDDLETON 

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment 

St Patrick’s R.C. Church 
A Parish of the Finchale Partnership 

 

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ 
 

Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling    Ph:    (0191) 378 4486 
          Mob:  07904 833 785 
Email:  langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk 
Web:   www.stpatricksrcchurch.co.uk 
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School:      Ph:    (0191) 378 0552  
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully       Ph:    (01388) 818 544 
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SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St Raphael Kalinowski - 19 November

 

Raphael Kalinowski was born to Polish parents in the city of Vilnius (capital of modern-
day Lithuania) in 1835. Following military service, he was condemned in 1864 to ten 
years of forced labour in Siberia. In 1877, he became a Discalced Carmelite and was 
ordained a priest in 1882. He contributed greatly to the restoration of many Discalced 
Carmelite communities in Poland that had previously been suppressed under Russian 
occupation. His life was distinguished by zeal for Church unity and by his unflagging 
devotion to his ministry as a confessor and spiritual director. He died in Wadowice (in 

modern-day Poland), in 1907. 

 
(Information taken from Universalis) 

CONGRATULATIONS… to the family of Ella CRAMPTON who was baptised here at St Patrick’s 

last Sunday. We pray that her parents, godparents, family and friends will find great joy in raising her in 

the Christian faith. Let us keep Ella in our prayers.  

DID  YOU KNOW…? 

…that the Second Reading usually has 
no thematic link to the First Reading or 
Gospel? 

At Sunday Mass we hear three readings in  
addition to the Responsorial Psalm. There is a 
link between the First Reading and the Gospel 
but the Second Reading is ordinarily a        
continuous reading 
through one of the letters 
of Paul or, as at present, 
another letter such as the 
Letter to the Hebrews. 

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK” 

“We spend time with the Lord through          
listening to what he says to us in Scripture, 
praying, recognising his presence and action in 
our lives and welcoming him in the people we 
meet daily. In this way we start knowing him 
better and better, just as it happens 
with a friend.” 

 
Luigi Gioia OSB 
Monk, author and researcher 
From Touched by God 

What’s going on…? 
Youth Sunday Collection: Next weekend we celebrate Youth       
Sunday. Bishop Seamus and the Youth Ministry Trust wish to thank 
you for your generous contributions to last year’s collection and for all 
you have done throughout the year to support our young people on 
their faith journey. There will be a collection next week to support the 
work of YMT. Envelopes are available this weekend at the rear of the 
church if you would like the opportunity to Gift Aid your donation. 
 

Advent Booklets: As next Sunday marks the last Sunday before  
Advent, some Advent reflection booklets will be available for purchase 
at just £1.00 each. 
 

Prayer Cards: Some prayer cards are available free of charge at the 
rear of the church. They ask for the intercession of Mary, Mother of the 
Church for Pope Francis as he seeks to renew the Church in time of 
turmoil.  
 

CAFOD Christmas Catalogues: Please pick up a copy of the CAFOD 
Christmas Catalogue and consider purchasing a gift for someone this 
year that will help contribute to the development and wellbeing of   
people throughout the world who struggle for survival.  
 

Gift Aid Statements 2017-2018: Now available in a box in the      
narthex. Please collect yours as soon as possible. Thank you. 
 

Changes to Mass times: Please note that I will be away from the 
parish for the last week of November and so there will be no weekday 
Masses for the week beginning 26 November. A Communion Service 
will replace the Wednesday Mass on 28 November. The Saturday Vigil 
Mass will be celebrated as usual.  

Clergy Training Fund Appeal: Thank you for your generosity. So far 
we have raised £200.30. This compares with the £190.00 raised last 
year by our parish. This appeal will remain open until 25 November.  
 

Parish Pastoral Council: The next meeting of the Parish Pastoral 
Council is scheduled for Wednesday, 21 November at 7:00pm. As 
always, the minutes of the last meeting and a draft agenda are posted 
on the noticeboard. An attendance sheet is available on a clipboard on 
the table at in the narthex for those who are not members of the PPC 
but who would like to attend as parishioners. 
 

Piety Stall: There is a tremendous collection of Christmas-themed 
goods now available for sale at competitive prices at the pious goods 
stall at the rear of the church. Feel free to check it out! 
 

Finchale Partnership - Advent Service: Please join us at Ushaw  
College for our Partnership Advent Service on Sunday 02 December, 
at  4:00pm. During the service we'll be lighting the first candle of the  
Advent wreath in the magnificent surroundings of St Cuthbert's    
Chapel. There will be drinks afterwards, and a treasure trail for the 
children. We'll be taking a collection for the college (and please be 
generous as you will also have the opportunity to see the Christmas 
tree festival while you are there). 
 

Play Area: Parents and carers are welcome to take babies and     
toddlers to this area at the rear of the church at any time before or 
during Mass. Please ensure that babies and toddlers are supervised at 
all times and please try to leave the area tidy after use. A baby change-
table has also been installed in the bathroom for your convenience. 
 

Rosary Group: A reminder that a group of parishioners meet regularly 
after the 9:30am Mass on Thursday to pray the Rosary. Feel free to 
join them! 

 
 
 
 
Statement to Live By 
 

This week’s statement was, ‘I can tell you how I look 
after myself.’  We shared part of the creation story and 
talked about ways in which we could care for ourselves 
and for each other.   
 

CAFOD 
 

Mrs Tricia Whitfield, parish representative for CAFOD, 
was in school on Friday afternoon. Tricia also visited 
school earlier this term. She has been encouraging our 
Year 5 and 6 pupils to reflect on Pope Francis'           
encyclical, Laudato Si ‘- an invitation to everyone on the 
planet to care for our common home. We thank Tricia 
for giving so generously of her time and her talents. 
 

Mass and Liturgies’ 
 

Thank you to all those who attended the Masses and 
liturgies this week that included our children. Your  
presence is always welcome. 
 

Lighting of the Local Christmas Tree 
 

At 4:30 pm, on Sunday 02 December, members of the 
local community will gather opposite Lidl, in Langley 
Moor, to prepare for the official lighting of the local 
Christmas tree. Our School Choir will be supporting the 
event, along with the choir from Langley Moor Primary 
School. Everyone is welcome! 
 

Masses and Liturgies 
 

The following celebrations have been organised for the 
coming couple of weeks: 
 

Wednesday, 28 November @ 
3:00pm: Liturgy with Year 1 
(Chapel) 
 

Thursday, 29 November @ 
3:00pm: Liturgy with Year 2 
(Chapel) 
 

All welcome! 

SCHOOL NEWS 

 ~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~ 

Prayer Group & Bible Study 
 

Prayer Group meets this Tuesday, 20 November, 
at St Patrick’s, Langley Moor, 9:30am - 10:15am. 
As always all are welcome to this gathering. 

 

The Advent Study Group will commence on    

Friday, 23 November, 2:00pm - 3:00pm. This 

group will meet weekly at the  

Parish Hall at Brancepeth. The 

York course “Life to the Full” will 

be used. All are welcome! 

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~ 

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for  

November 
 

That the language of love and dialogue may 
always prevail over the language of conflict. 

“In the name of   
Jesus we can make 
known, through our 
witness, that peace 
is possible.” 


