The week ahead...
Saturday 01 December
Vigil Mass for First Sunday of Advent

5:00pm

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

Mass: Arthur & Kamilla Crooks
and pro populo

NO
MASS

Monday 03 December
St Francis Xavier, Priest

NO
MASS

Tuesday 04 December
Weekday of Advent 1

6:30pm

Mass: Andrea Ottey

Wednesday 05 December
Weekday of Advent 1

9:30am

Mass: John & Margaret Canavan

9:30am

Mass: Walter Staff

Friday 07 December
St Ambrose, Bishop, Doctor

7:00am

Mass: Private intention

Saturday 08 December
Vigil Mass for Second Sunday of Advent

5:00pm

Mass: Ben McQueen
and pro populo

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment
MINISTRIES

MINISTRIES

Saturday 01 December

Saturday 08 December

Eucharistic Ministers
Ambrose & Pauline Burnside
Harry Curran

Eucharistic Ministers
Gordon & Angela Tosley
Angela Harmston

Readers
Claire Lavery
Margaret Purdom

Readers
Brendan Payne
Greg Mearman

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Michelle Dennis

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Helen Riddles

Welcomers
Paul & Anne Kelly

Welcomers
Angela Harmston
Christine Tracey

Music
Bill Wilkinson & Choir

Music
Greg Mearman & Choir

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it
emailed to you, please contact the parish via phone or email.
Contact details are on the front of the bulletin. Items for
publication need to be submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday.

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….

Arthur & Kamilla CROOKS
Joan MORAN

Rosemary CLEASBY
William CUMMINGS

Please remember in your prayers those who
are sick and housebound in our parish….

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION
Gift Aid: £184

Loose Plate: £219

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ
Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
Web: www.stpatricksrcchurch.co.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School: Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (01388) 818 544

Sunday 02 December
First Sunday of Advent

Thursday 06 December
Weekday of Advent 1

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

Margaret Pouton, Vera Lumsden,
Pat Harrison, Frances Harland,
Sylvia Kelly, Mary Spears,

First Sunday of Advent

“...your liberation is near at hand.”
The word “advent” is by no means particular to Christianity. It means an important arrival. We might say, for example,
“We are awaiting the advent of summer.” The word “Advent”, with a capital “A” is, however, particular to our Christian
faith as it indicates the most important arrival of all, that of Christ into our world for the sake of our salvation.

It is no coincidence therefore that the season of Advent occupies the four weeks leading up to Christmas, the celebration
of the Nativity, the birth of Jesus. Yet if Advent is solely about preparing for the celebration of the birth of Jesus, how t o
explain the Gospel reading on this First Sunday of Advent which seems to differ little from that of a couple of Sundays
ago which focused on the end of the world? Take, for example, the words of Jesus from the Gospel of Mark of two
Sundays ago, during Ordinary Time: “In those days … the sun will be darkened, the moon will lose its brightness, the
stars will come falling from heaven and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.” Compare those words with the words
of Jesus from Luke’s Gospel this Sunday: “There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars; on earth nations in agony,
bewildered by the clamour of the ocean and its waves; men dying of fear as they await what menaces the world, for the
powers of heaven will be shaken.”
There seems to be something amiss here. Apocalyptic images of the end of the world abound yet no mention of a cute
baby lying peacefully in a manger, dotingly looked upon by Mary and Joseph and some docile farmyard animals. How to
explain this apparent conflict of ideas?
Advent is more than awaiting the celebration of the birth of Jesus, his “First Coming”. The placing of Advent in our
Church calendar might blind us to the understanding that there is more than one coming of Christ into the world – there
are in fact three and these three “advents” are taken up in the three readings presented to us this weekend.
The First Coming of Jesus, his birth, is the easiest and least confronting of the three comings of Jesus. We are all
familiar with the image of a placid baby in the manger sweetly looking up at those gazing on him. This First Coming
marks the beginning of our salvation and so we rejoice in this event.
The Second Coming of Jesus is that which will happen at the end of time,
the focus of our Gospel passage this weekend. Much has been written and
said about the return of Jesus at the end of time but as we heard a couple
of Sundays ago, not even Jesus knows when this will be. We have to be
prepared for this event at all times.
The Third Coming of Jesus is related to us in the Second Reading this
weekend. The Second Coming is essentially the here and now because we
believe that Jesus has never left us. Our lives as people of faith are a direct
response to the continuing presence of Jesus in our world in this “Second
Coming”. When we make bad choices we are ignoring the presence of
Christ in another person or situation; by contrast, a good choice is an
acknowledgement of Christ’s presence. We must remember that it is the
way we live now in this “Third Coming” of Christ that will determine how we
stand at the advent of the “Second Coming” of Jesus at the end of time.

TOTAL: £403

Ann Canavan, Rose Crick,

Mass Attendance: 143

Doreen Carroll, Jack Tobin

Wishing you a blessed Advent season,

and Tom Taylorson

Fr Robert

DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

02 December, 2018

What’s going on…?
Preparing our Young People for Confirmation: The parishes of the
Finchale Partnership have agreed that we will work together to prepare
our young people for Confirmation. A training session, around the use
of the diocesan programme, has been organised. This is open to those
already involved in Confirmation programmes, as well as those interested in getting involved. The training will be led by Father Michael
Christmas Bauble Fundraiser: As in previous years, we are once McCoy, beginning at 7:15pm, on Thursday 06 December, at St.
again having a fundraiser through the sale of Christmas baubles for Cuthbert’s, Old Elvet, Durham City. Light refreshments will be
£1.00 each which can label in memory of a loved one and have it available and the session should last around one hour. Preferably,
email your parish office to confirm your attendance, by Monday 03
placed on the sanctuary Christmas tree. On sale from this weekend!
December, or feel free to turn up on the evening.
Youth Sunday Collection: Thank you for contributing to the Youth
Sunday collection last weekend. £191.50 was raised. There is still an Justice and Peace invitation: The Outreach Committee of the
opportunity to contribute this weekend if you wish. Some white gift aid Finchale Partnership is seeking to meet with all Justice and Peace
groups within the partnership, and anyone else who has in interest in
envelopes are available at the back of church.
justice and peace issues, with a view to learning from each other and
Clergy Training Fund Appeal: Thank you for your generosity. We investigating ways we might work more effectively together across the
have raised £245.30. This compares with the £190.00 raised last year partnership. The meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 06 December,
by our parish. The appeal has now closed.
from 7:00pm at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Esh Winning. Please
Piety Stall: There is a tremendous collection of Christmas-themed contact Fr Robert Riedling at St Patrick’s, Langley Moor with any
goods now available for sale at competitive prices at the pious goods enquiries (langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn,co.uk / (0191) 378 4486).
stall at the rear of the church. Feel free to check it out!
Missio (APF Mill Hill Missionaries): Sponsors will collect donations

SAINT OF THE WEEK

Year Six children: This weekend we welcome back to Mass some of
last year’s Year Six children who have since moved on to high school.
They will be taking an active role in the Mass this weekend as well as
joining us for our gathering after Mass. I know you will make them
welcome!

Finchale Partnership - Advent Service: Please join us at Ushaw
College for our Partnership Advent Service on Sunday 02 December
at 4:00pm. During the service we will be lighting the first candle of the
Advent wreath in the magnificent surroundings of St Cuthbert's
Chapel. There will be drinks afterwards, and a treasure trail for the
children. We'll be taking a collection for the college (and please be
generous as you will also have the opportunity to see the Christmas
tree festival while you are there).

SCHOOL NEWS
Statement to Live By
This week's statement was, 'I work, rest, play and pray,
each day.' We shared one of St Paul's letters to the
people of Thessalonica and reflected on his advice to
lead balanced lives, with prayer at the centre.
Poppy Appeal
During the month of November, our families raised
£84.38 for The Royal British Legion.
Liturgies
Thank you to all those who joined us for our infant
liturgies, held in our school chapel, this week. It was
lovely to see so many there.
First Holy Communicants
This evening, our First Holy Communicants have been
learning about more about the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. Please remember to keep these children,
and their families, in your prayers.
Masses and Liturgies
The following celebrations have been organised for the
coming week:
Wednesday, 05 December @ 3:00pm: Liturgy with
Year 3 (School Chapel)
Thursday, 06 December @ 9:30am: Mass with Years
5 and 6 followed by Reconciliation
service (Church)
Thursday, 06 December @
3:00pm: Liturgy with Year 4
(School Chapel)
All welcome!

from contributors to the 'Red Boxes/Brown Envelopes' during the first
two weeks in December. If anyone wishes to help in the spreading of
the Good News of Jesus and would like a box, please see one of the
sponsors. Also, if you want a gift aid envelope, please let one of us
know. Thank you, Michael & Stella Foody.

St Nicholas - 06 December

St Nicholas was bishop of Myra, in Lycia (now part of Turkey) and died
about the middle of the fourth century. He has been venerated throughout
the Church, especially since the 10th century. Because of his help to the
poor he is the patron saint of pawnbrokers, whose insignia of three golden
balls represent the three purses of gold he is said to have given secretly to
a poor man who could not afford dowries for his three daughters.

(Information taken from Universalis)

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for
November

Prayer Group & Bible Study

That the language of love and dialogue may
always prevail over the language of conflict.
“In the name of
Jesus we can make
known, through our
witness, that peace
is possible.”

DID YOU KNOW…?
…that this weekend marks the
beginning of the new Church year?

“Within the cycle of a year, the Church
unfolds the whole of the mystery of Christ,
from his incarnation and
birth until his ascension, the
day of Pentecost, and the
expectation of blessed hope
and of the Lord’s return….”.
Sacrosanctum Concilium
(1963), n. 102

The Advent Study Group will next meet on
Friday, 07 December, 2:00pm - 3:00pm. This
group will meet weekly at the Parish Hall at
Brancepeth. The York course “Life to the Full”
will be used at a cost of £3.50. All are welcome!
The monthly Prayer Group is held in the
presbytery here at St Patrick’s. The next meeting
is on Tuesday, 18 December,
9:30am - 10:15am. Refreshments
are served before the meeting.
Again, all are welcome!

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
“Advent wakes us up to the fact that people can
experience extraordinary joy even in a very
depraved sort of world, and they can bear witness
to Christ even before a corrupt society. In a world
like ours, which so evidently needs social
transformation, how can we fail to
ask Christians to make the justice
of Christianity incarnate in their
homes and in their lives?”
St Oscar Romero (1917-1980)
Former Archbishop of San Salvador

PLEASE PRAY… for the following intentions throughout Advent and Christmas as requested by
Bishop Séamus: Openness to the Word of God; Migrants and Refugees; Expectant Mothers.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer….

