
Second Sunday of Lent                              17 March, 2019 

 

“This is my Son, the Chosen One. Listen to him.” 

WE BEGIN THE second week of Lent with the marvellous story of the Transfiguration, a far cry from the    

Gospel text last week which recalled the temptations of Jesus in the desert as he prepared to begin his      

mission. By the time of the Transfiguration, Jesus is well into his mission and not too far from the events   

which we will commemorate in Holy Week. 

Like any Gospel text, much can be said about the Transfiguration. Being such a unique event, scholars have 

not reached any consensus about its true meaning. Is it a glimpse of heaven to encourage the apostles?      

Or perhaps a misplaced text regarding the Resurrection? It is easy to get bogged down with this sort of          

speculation, so perhaps a better approach is to focus on the words we hear from the Father, “This is my Son, 

the Chosen One. Listen to him.” If these words sound familiar it is hardly surprising because they are not    

unlike the words we hear coming from heaven when Jesus was baptised in the River Jordan by John, “You 

are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  

The difference, of course, lies in the fact that on Mount Tabor, where the Transfiguration occurred, the Father 

addresses not Jesus but the apostles and commands them to listen to Jesus. Any command that is given to 

the apostles is also given to us but it seems that we don’t take this command to listen to Jesus much to heart, 

even in Lent. It is easy, and was perhaps formerly encouraged, to understand the meaning of Lent in a very 

narrow way, seeing it purely in terms of fasting and abstinence, a time of self-imposed suffering, though on a 

small scale. Even if we choose to spend extra time in prayer throughout Lent, too often these prayers will be 

spoken, devotional prayers, not giving any space to allow God to speak to us. Earlier this week we heard the 

Gospel from the Sermon on the Mount in which Jesus teaches those gathered with him the Lord’s Prayer. He 

prefaces it by telling them not to “babble as the pagans do.” People often feel the need to fill their prayer time 

with words rather than simply enjoying sitting quietly in the presence of God. 

And maybe that is one reason why people sometimes come to the end 

of Lent feeling they have made no headway in their faith journey – the 

focus has been primarily spent on doing, even in prayer, and no time 

has been put aside for simply being. This type of attitude is reflected 

very much by Peter in the Gospel passage we hear this weekend.  

Peter is characterised as being impetuous and he demonstrates this 

by wanting to build three tents there on the mountain for Jesus, Moses 

and Elijah, rather than simply bask in their glorious presence. 

As we continue our Lenten journey, let us balance any understanding 

we have of Lent as being a purely penitential season with an           

understanding of it as a time to draw closer to God, only possible if,  

as with other relationships, we take time to listen to him. 

 

Wishing you a blessed Lenten season, 

Fr Robert 

Saturday 16 March 

Vigil Mass for Second Sunday of Lent 
5:00pm 

Mass: Benjamin David McQueen             
           and pro populo 

Sunday 17 March 

Second Sunday of Lent 

NO  

MASS 
 

Monday 18 March 

Weekday of Lent 

NO  

MASS 
 

Tuesday 19 March 

St Joseph, Husband of BVM 
6:30pm Mass: Private Intention 

Wednesday 20 March 

St Cuthbert, Bishop,  

Patron of the Diocese 

9:30am 

7:00pm 

Mass: Hilda, James and Joseph  

           Condron 

 Stations of the Cross 

Thursday 21 March 

Weekday of Lent 
9:30am Mass: Michael Rochford 

Friday 22 March 

Weekday of Lent 
7:00am Mass: Private Intention 

Saturday 23 March 

Vigil Mass for Third Sunday of Lent 
5:00pm 

Mass: Birthdays of Victoria &  
           Nathan 
           and pro populo 

The week ahead... 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 16 March 
 

Eucharistic Ministers  
Teresa & Malcolm Wass 

Andrew Aberdeen 
 

Readers   
Angela Harmston 

Marie Paily 
 

Children’s Liturgy  
Maria Griffiths 

Michelle Dennis 
   

Welcomers 
Halina Holman 
Janet Harrigan 

 

Music  
Bill Wilkinson & Choir 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 23 March 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
John & Irene Carey 

Kevin Boyle 
 

Readers 
Angela Tosley 
Ann Canavan 

 

Children’s Liturgy  
Maria Griffiths 
Joanne Lidster 

 

Welcomers 
Paul & Anne Kelly 

 
 

Music 
Bill Wilkinson & Choir 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION  
 

Gift Aid: £213       Loose Plate: £198 
 

    TOTAL: £411 
 

     Mass Attendance: 116 
 

       DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE 
    CHARITY NUMBER 1143450 

Please remember in your prayers those who 
are sick and housebound in our parish…. 
 

Frank Moran, Doreen Carroll,  

Tom Taylorson, Jack Tobin,  

Margaret Pouton, Vera Lumsden,  

Pat Harrison, Frances Harland,  

Sylvia Kelly, Mary Spears,  

and Rose Crick  

 

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it 
emailed to you, please contact the parish via phone or email.    
Contact details are on the front of the bulletin. Items for               
publication need to be submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday. 

We pray for our beloved deceased, including…. 
 

 

          Benjamin David McQUEEN 

Mary McMAHON  

David SIMPSON 

Erasmo CEDILLO 

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment 

St Patrick’s R.C. Church 
A Parish of the Finchale Partnership 

 

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ 
 

Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling    Ph:    (0191) 378 4486 
          Mob:  07904 833 785 
Email:  langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk 
Web:   www.stpatricksrcchurch.co.uk 
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School:      Ph:    (0191) 378 0552  
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully       Ph:    (01388) 818 544 
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SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St Cuthbert – 20 March 

According to tradition, he was a shepherd boy. Certainly he became a monk, and later prior 

at Melrose. After the Synod of Whitby in 664 he became prior of Lindisfarne and gradually 

won over the community to Roman ecclesiastical customs. He was zealous in preaching the 

Gospel but most attracted to living the life of a hermit, and in 676 he left the monastery and 

lived in solitude on the nearby island of Inner Farne. For the last two years of his life he 

served as bishop of Lindisfarne, but he returned to his island to die, on 20 March 687. His 

remains were removed from their resting place at Lindisfarne to escape Viking raiders and 

were eventually enshrined at Durham Cathedral. Because the anniversary of his death      

always falls within Lent, his feast is celebrated on the anniversary of the enshrinement of his 

remains at Durham.  

 
(Information taken from Universalis) 

PLEASE PRAY….for the following intentions during Lent as requested by Bishop Séamus:             

Candidates for the Sacraments; Women; The Needy and Hungry of the World; Penitents and      

Wanderers;  Survivors of Sexual Abuse. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer…. 

DID  YOU KNOW…? 
...that on the Third, Fourth and Fifth Sundays 

of Lent, the Gospels for Year A may be used, 

regardless of the liturgical year? 

This is encouraged particularly when there are          
catechumens preparing for baptism in the parish, but 
they can be used regardless. The readings are familiar 
to us: the Samaritan woman at the well, the healing of 
the man born blind and the raising of Lazarus from the 
dead - all stories of the revelation of Jesus as Saviour, 
encouraging those adults preparing 
for baptism to   continue to deepen 
their relationship with Jesus in the 
final stages of their preparation for 
initiation into the Catholic Church.  

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK” 

"The converted person sees, hears and understands 

with a divine eye, a divine ear, a divine heart. The    

converted person knows himself or herself and all the 

world in God. The converted person is where God is, 

and from that place everything matters: giving water, 

clothing the naked, working for a new world order, 

saying a prayer, smiling at a child, 

reading a book, and sleeping in 

peace."  
 

Henri Nouwen  (1932-1996) 

Priest, writer and theologian 

What’s going on…? 
Lent Study Course: Churches Together are hosting the Lent Study 
Course on Friday afternoons at 2:00pm right here at St Patrick’s, 
beginning 15 March. Please see the poster on the noticeboard for 
more details. You can come along to any or all of the sessions.  
 

Family Fast Day Collection: Family Fast Day is happening on Friday, 
15 March. Can you give up something and donate the money to help 
the less fortunate? Collection this Saturday. Use the CAFOD        
envelopes if you wish. You can donate online at www.cafod.org.uk. 
You can drop off your Cafod donation envelope in the collection basket 
for the next couple of weeks. 
 

Finchale Partnership Dinner: The Finchale Partnership are hosting a 
dinner at Ushaw College for all parishioners on Saturday 30 March. 
Please see the poster on the noticeboard and use a booking form on 
the table at the rear of the church. A £10 deposit is requested. Total 
cost is £35. After dinner speaker is Canon Bob Spence. Please hand 
forms and deposit to Fr Robert. This weekend will be the last          
opportunity to book! 
 

Stations of the Cross: These will be conducted each Wednesday 
during Lent, beginning at 7:00pm. The final Stations will be celebrated 
on Wednesday of Holy Week, 17 April. There will be an opportunity for 
Reconciliation following the conclusion of the Stations each          
Wednesday. 
 

Bishop’s Retirement Collection: There is an opportunity for you to 
make an offering in appreciation of the almost ten years of service of 
Bishop Séamus. Envelopes are available at the rear of the church. This 
collection closes this weekend. 
 

Gift Aid Envelopes: The 2019/20 Gift Aid envelopes are at the back of 
church for collection. All unused envelopes from your existing box 
should be destroyed after 31 March 2019. After 31 March 2019, only 
use your new box of envelopes, please. 
 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) meeting: The next PPC meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday 20 March following the Stations of the 
Cross. The minutes of the last meeting and a draft agenda are on the   
noticeboard. A sign-up sheet for those who wish to attend is at the rear 
of the church. 
 

Lent at Ushaw: There is a full programme of events at Ushaw    
throughout Lent. Pick up a flyer at the rear of the church or check   
Ushaw’s website at www.ushaw.org. Don’t forget the Quiet Day     

happening on Wednesday, 27 March, 10:30am to 4:00pm, led by 
Sister Rosarie Spence. Cost is £10 per person. 
 

Pulotu Family: You will be pleased to know that the Pulotu family have 
made contact with the parish via email after a few weeks of technical 
problems in Tonga due to storms—not an unusual occurrence! A copy 
of the email is posted on the noticeboard. 
 

Church Cleaning: It’s that time again! We need a team of volunteers 
to help clean the church on Saturday, 23 March, 10:30am - 11:30am. 
If you can help, please put your name down on the sign-up sheet at the 
rear of the church. We hope to get an equally large and enthusiastic 
team as last month! 
 

Finchale Partnership: The minutes of the recent meeting of the    
Partnership Development Group are on the noticeboard. The meeting 
reviewed our progress against the Diocese's list of 'Partnership Must 
Haves'.  We also agreed our approach to Confirmation programmes for 
this year and decided to set up a Partnership Facebook page and a 
new Liturgy group to organise Partnership level services. The full 
minutes can also be found on the Partnership webpages hosted on the 
St Cuthbert’s parish website. 
 

Services for Bishop Robert’s Installation (all held at St Mary’s 

Cathedral): 

Sunday 24 March @ 4:30pm, Solemn Vespers - everybody in the  
Diocese is invited to attend. 
 

Monday 25 March @ 12noon, Episcopal Installation Mass - entry by 
invitation only, you will not be permitted without a ticket. 
 

Tuesday 26 March @ 2:00pm, Diocesan Schools Event - diocesan 
schools will welcome Bishop Robert. 
 

Partnership Lenten Reconciliation Service: On Wednesday 03 
April beginning at 7:00pm, at St Joseph’s, Gilesgate. All welcome! 

 
 
 
 
Statement to Live By 
 

This week’s statement was ‘I know when to ask for help 
and who to ask help from’.  We shared the Gospel story 
of the paralytic who had faith that Jesus could, and 
would, help him.  We reflected on the power of prayer, 
to help us face any challenge. 
 

Football Team 
 

Last week, the school's football team played two  
matches.  They won in their match against Kelloe         
Primary (1-0) and lost the game against Our Lady 
Queen of Martyrs (0-1).  
 

Pulotu Family 
 

We have heard that the Pulotu family, 
whose children left our school this 
year, are settling well into their new 
schools!  In response, we invited our 
children to write messages to their 
friends in Tonga, which we scanned 
and emailed.  

SCHOOL NEWS 

 ~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~ 

Prayer Group & Bible Study 

The monthly Prayer Group is held in the        

presbytery here at St Patrick’s. Next meeting will 

be on Tuesday, 19 March, 9:30am - 10:15am.           

Refreshments are served from 9:15am. 

The Bible Study Group will next meet on     

Monday 08 April, 3:30pm - 4:45pm at                

St Andrew’s, Brandon.               

Refreshments beforehand. 

All are welcome at both of these 

gatherings! 

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~ 

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for  

March 
 

May Christian communities, especially 
those who are persecuted, feel that they are 
close to Christ and have their rights         
respected.  

"We encounter Jesus in those who 
are poor, rejected, or refugees.   
Do not let fear get in the way of      
welcoming our neighbour in need."  


