The week ahead...
Saturday 23 March
Vigil Mass for Third Sunday of Lent

5:00pm

Sunday 24 March
Third Sunday of Lent

NO
MASS

Monday 25 March
Annunciation of the Lord

NO
MASS

Tuesday 26 March
Weekday of Lent

6:30pm

Mass: Private Intention

9:30am

Mass: Private Intention

7:00pm

Stations of the Cross

Thursday 28 March
Weekday of Lent

9:30am

Mass: Private Intention

Friday 29 March
Weekday of Lent

7:00am

Mass: Bill Burn

Saturday 30 March
Vigil Mass for Fourth Sunday of Lent

5:00pm

Wednesday 27 March
Weekday of Lent

Mass: Nellie, Tom and John
Lynch
and pro populo

MINISTRIES

Saturday 23 March

Saturday 30 March

Eucharistic Ministers
John & Irene Carey
Kevin Boyle

Eucharistic Ministers
Jane Smith, Helen Musham
Wilf Lavery

Readers
Angela Tosley
Ann Canavan

Readers
Margaret Purdom
Claire Lavery

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Joanne Lidster

Children’s Liturgy
(Cancelled for this week)

Welcomers
Paul & Anne Kelly

Welcomers
Angela Harmston
Christine Tracey

Music
Bill Wilkinson & Choir

Music
Greg Mearman & Choir

Third Sunday of Lent

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment
MINISTRIES

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it
emailed to you, please contact the parish via phone or email.
Contact details are on the front of the bulletin. Items for
publication need to be submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday.

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….

Leonie WALSH (Rec. Dec.)
Elaine WRIGHT

Mary ELLIOTT
Peter KILVINGTON
Please remember in your prayers those who
are sick and housebound in our parish….

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION
Gift Aid: £235

Loose Plate: £135

TOTAL: £370
Mass Attendance: 118
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

Mass: Birthdays of Victoria &
Nathan
and pro populo

Terry Farthing, Rose Crick,
Frank Moran, Doreen Carroll,
Tom Taylorson, Jack Tobin,

Margaret Pouton, Vera Lumsden,
Pat Harrison, Mary Spears
Frances Harland and
Sylvia Kelly

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ
Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
Web: www.stpatricksrcchurch.co.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School: Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (01388) 818 544

Third Sunday of Lent

24 March 2019

“Unless you repent…”
WE ARE NOW well into Lent and hopefully feel that we are making some progress in our journey, starting to
feel the benefits of whatever choices we have made for the duration of this blessed time of year. The purpose
of Lent is to prepare us for the most holy and sacred time of the year, Easter, and so, if we are truly to
appreciate the celebration of our Lord’s resurrection, Lent must bear at least some fruit, and this fruit begins
with repentance, a turning back to God. This theme of bearing fruit is found in the Gospel we hear this
weekend which includes the parable of the barren fig tree.
Before hearing this parable however, we hear Jesus speaking to an unidentified group of people about some
disasters which had befallen apparently innocent people, one at the hands of another (Pilate) and the other
through natural disaster (the collapse of the tower at Siloam). Incidentally, the first example connected with
Pilate strikes us with a certain poignancy after the recent tragic events in New Zealand when dozens were
killed while at worship: the reference to “their sacrifices” suggests that the Galileans were killed, presumably
by Roman soldiers, while undertaking religious duties. Jesus stresses that neither of these events were a
punishment from God; these people were no more sinful than anyone else. What Jesus does emphasise
however, twice in fact, is that “unless you repent you will all perish as they did.” Jesus makes it clear that there
is no one who does not need to repent, a timely reminder for us at this stage of Lent.
As a means of illustrating this point, Jesus tells the parable of the barren fig tree. He points out that God is
waiting patiently for us to turn back to him (“leave it one more year”), though the time is not without limit (“it
may bear fruit next year; if not, then you can cut it down.”) One of the temptations that confronts us is that we
may not feel a need to repent, minimising our culpability in light of the seriousness of the sins of others. This
may account as least partly for the fact that the sacrament of reconciliation is so poorly attended these days.
But repentance is only the beginning of the process of bearing fruit.
Having expressed sorrow for our sin and a desire to once again walk
in the light of the Lord, we need to start making headway on that
journey. Conversion is more than a desire to change, it is taking steps
to implement that change. Consider the first words of Jesus in Mark’s
Gospel: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand;
repent, and believe in the gospel.” The “believing in the gospel” is
living out the truths we attest to in our faith, bearing fruit for the
kingdom.
Let us pray that our Lenten pilgrimage will instil in us a desire to not
only be contrite for our sin but also, like the saints, start afresh on the
gospel path.
After all, as the Gospel reminds us this weekend, we would be wise to
grasp the opportunity soon rather than wait until it is too late.
Wishing you a blessed Lenten season,
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
Lent Study Course: Churches Together are hosting the Lent Study happening on Wednesday, 27 March, 10:30am to 4:00pm, led by
Course on Friday afternoons at 2:00pm right here at St Patrick’s, Sister Rosarie Spence. Cost is £10 per person.
beginning 15 March. Please see the poster on the noticeboard for
Fundraiser for Senior Citizens Summer Party: A fundraiser is to be
more details. You can come along to any or all of the sessions.
held on 26 April at the British Legion. Tickets for the event will be on
Family Fast Day Collection: Thank you to those who donated last
sale on Saturday 30 March and 06 April. Raffle tickets will be on sale
weekend. You can drop off your Cafod donation envelope, available at
the back of church, in the collection basket for the next couple of on Saturday 13 and 20 April.
weeks. You can also donate online at www.cafod.org.uk.

Services for Bishop Robert’s Installation (all held at St Mary’s
Cathedral):
Sunday 24 March @ 4:30pm, Solemn Vespers - everybody in the
Diocese is invited to attend.
Monday 25 March @ 12noon, Episcopal Installation Mass - entry by
invitation only, you will not be permitted without a ticket.
Bishop’s Retirement Collection: Thank you to those who donated Tuesday 26 March @ 2:00pm, Diocesan Schools Event - diocesan
towards Bishop Séamus’s retirement collection over the past few schools will welcome Bishop Robert.
weeks. A total of £129 was donated and will be sent off this coming
Meet the New Bishop! Bishop Robert will be visiting the partnership,
week.
including our parish, on Wednesday, 10 April, and he will celebrate
Statues: You will be please to know that the statues of Mary and Mass at Ushaw College at 7:00pm that day, followed by refreshments.
Bernadette have been returned to the parish after some brilliant All are welcome—no other invitation required!
restoration work by students at St Leonard’s. They will be placed in the
Partnership Lenten Reconciliation Service: On Wednesday 03
garden in due course.
April beginning at 7:00pm, at St Joseph’s, Gilesgate. All welcome!
Gift Aid Envelopes: The 2019/20 Gift Aid envelopes are at the back of
church for collection. All unused envelopes from your existing box Daylight Saving: Please don’t forget to put your clocks forward one
should be destroyed after 31 March 2019. After 31 March 2019, only hour next Saturday night (30 March)!
use your new box of envelopes, please.
Mothers’ Day: Next Sunday is Mothers’ Day so there will be a blessing
Lent at Ushaw: There is a full programme of events at Ushaw for all mothers at Mass next Saturday evening.
throughout Lent. Pick up a flyer at the rear of the church or check
Ushaw’s website at www.ushaw.org. Don’t forget the Quiet Day
Stations of the Cross: These will be conducted each Wednesday
during Lent, beginning at 7:00pm. The final Stations will be celebrated
on Wednesday of Holy Week, 17 April. There will be an opportunity for
Reconciliation following the conclusion of the Stations each
Wednesday.

SCHOOL NEWS
Statement to Live By
This week’s statement was, ‘I can recognise comfortable
and uncomfortable feelings’. We read about Zechariah’s
confidence in God’s saving help and reflected on the
importance of being loving and caring toward each
other, so that we all feel safe and free from harm.
Penitential Service
On Thursday morning, Year 6 pupils took part in a
Penitential Service, in the school chapel.
Dance Festival
Classes 1 and 4 really enjoyed taking part in a dance
festival, held at Durham’s Gala Theatre, this week. The
children performed well and got to experience what it is
like to be backstage.
Football Team
Last week, our football team lost 1-2 in their game
against Cheveley Park and drew 0-0 against Gilesgate.
Next Week's Celebrations
Wednesday 27 March - Liturgy with Year 4 @
3:00pm in the school chapel
Thursday 28 March - Penitential Service with Year 5
@ 11:00am in the school chapel
Thursday 28 March - Liturgy with Year 3 @ 3:00pm in
the school chapel
Friday 29 March - Mothers’ Day
Liturgy, led by Reception @ 2:45pm in
the school hall
Twitter
You can now follow us on Twitter and
the address is @StPatsLM

SAINT OF THE WEEK
Sr Thea Bowman – 30 March
Bertha Bowman was born in 1937 in Yazoo City, Mississippi. Her parents, who were Methodists, knew that the
only way their daughter would do well in life was through education so the Bowmans saved their money to
send Bertha to a Catholic school. When she was nine, Thea asked her parents if she could be Catholic and a
few years later decided to be a nun, joining the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration in Wisconsin.
She received college degree in English, drama and speech and went on to earn master’s and doctoral
degrees. She was the first African American woman to receive a doctorate in theology from Boston College.
She was a teacher, but she also travelled the world meeting with people of all different cultures and trying to
help them find common ground with each other.
In 1984, Sister Thea was diagnosed with cancer. Over the next years, she grew weaker and was eventually
confined to a wheelchair with a very painful form of bone cancer. She died at the age of 52, in 1990.

Though not yet officially a saint, Thea Bowman has been afforded the title “Servant of God” meaning that her
cause for canonisation has been started.

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for
March

Prayer Group & Bible Study

May Christian communities, especially
those who are persecuted, feel that they are
close to Christ and have their rights
respected.
"We encounter Jesus in those who
are poor, rejected, or refugees.
Do not let fear get in the way of
welcoming our neighbour in need."

DID YOU KNOW…?
...that fig trees feature prominently in, and are
of great significance to, several major religious
traditions?
According to Wikipedia, fig trees are of significance to
Islam, Judaism, Hinduism and Buddhism. The Buddha
is said to have achieved enlightenment while
meditating under a sacred fig tree and the common fig
is one of two significant trees in Islam. Of course, the
fig tree is mentioned numerous times
in the bible, including the use of fig
leaves by Adam and Eve to cover their
nakedness in Eden and the cursing of a
fig tree by Jesus for not bearing fruit.

The monthly Prayer Group is held in the
presbytery here at St Patrick’s. Next meeting will
be on Tuesday, 16 April, 9:30am - 10:15am.
Refreshments are served from 9:15am.
The Bible Study Group will next meet on
Monday 08 April, 3:30pm - 4:45pm at
St Andrew’s, Brandon.
Refreshments beforehand.
All are welcome at both of these
gatherings!

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
“Just as a mother does not need to be rewarded for
the attention she pays to her child, because her
child is her joy, so those who serve their neighbour
will find reward in the people whom they serve. The
joy of those who follow their Lord on his selfemptying and humbling way shows that what they
seek is not misery and pain but the God whose
compassion they have felt in their
own lives.”
Henri Nouwen (1932-1996)
Priest, writer and theologian

PLEASE PRAY….for the following intentions during Lent as requested by Bishop Séamus:
Candidates for the Sacraments; Women; The Needy and Hungry of the World; Penitents and
Wanderers; Survivors of Sexual Abuse. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer….

