
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time             01 September 2019 

“…invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind…” 

HUMILITY IS NOT a quality that gets much positive press these days. Of course, there has never been a time  

in history when we could say that this particular virtue has been vigorously pursued by all and sundry, but it 

seems these days it is rarely, if ever, mentioned or actively promoted or pursued by people in the news. At the 

risk of being political, I don’t think even the most ardent admirers of the current President of the United States 

would claim that he is a humble man; indeed, it seems that his lack of humility is what a lot of his supporters  

find appealing. 

For Jesus, it was clearly a quality that he regarded as essential if one is to gain admittance into the kingdom of 

God. In last weekend’s gospel we heard Jesus condemn those who assume that they will be admitted into     

eternal life based on a marginal association with Jesus (“We once ate and drank in your company; you taught  

in our streets”). This weekend he underlines the point by speaking of humility in the main gospel parable, and  

an attitude of inclusiveness, brought up in the second, shorter parable in today’s gospel.  

With reference to humility, the Catechism emphasises the role of humility in our life of prayer, stating that “Only 

when we humbly acknowledge that ‘we do not know how to pray as we ought,’ are we ready to receive freely 

the gift of prayer.” (n.2559) Clearly, our prayer life, and thus the foundation of our relationship with God, will be 

hampered greatly if we do not understand our “smallness” before God and our dependence on our Creator. 

Likewise, our relationships with other people, if they are to reflect those of Jesus, must not be marked by a 

sense of superiority based on wealth, education, race, religion, or anything else. It is clearly impossible to love 

unconditionally (the ‘narrow door’ mentioned by Jesus last weekend) if we are putting ourselves above others. 

On the matter of being inclusive, Jesus seems to be speaking unrealistically; after all, who would host a lunch or 

dinner and not invite those they love? But this is the point! Clearly we are not meant to take these words literally 

but Jesus wants us to take the principle seriously, that we need to think 

about the motives we have for excluding the marginalised from our lives, 

paying them scant interest or offering them token means of support. Do 

we see such people as a threat to our comfort or prosperity, something, 

we believe, to which we are entitled? Or do we seek to ignore and         

exclude them because they are of no benefit to us? Do we believe that 

they are seen as being somehow ‘less than us’ in God’s eyes and so our 

selfishness and fear is justified? 

And surely it is selfishness and fear that drives our lack of humility and 

willingness to be exclusive. The question we need to ask ourselves is: 

“Do I really want to rid myself of these traits?” If so, we need to seek the 

cure from the one who challenges us constantly on this matter, Jesus 

Christ. Let us ask him today to heal us of pride and selfishness and so 

open the narrow door of unconditional love just a fraction more. 

Wishing you a blessed week ahead, 

Fr Robert 

Saturday 31 August 

Vigil Mass for 22nd Sunday 
5:00pm 

Mass: Jonathan, Irene & Veda   
           Ramm, Kevin McLoughlin  
           and pro populo 

Sunday 01 September 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

NO 
MASS 

 

Monday 02 September 

Monday of Week 22 

NO 
MASS 

 

Tuesday 03 September 

St Gregory the Great, Pope, Doctor 

NO 
MASS 

 

Wednesday 04 September 

The Translation of St Cuthbert 
9:30am Communion Service 

Thursday 05 September 

Thursday of Week 22 

NO 
MASS 

 

Friday 06 September 

Friday of Week 22 

NO 
MASS 

 

Saturday 07 September 

Vigil Mass for 23rd Sunday 
5:00pm 

Mass: Bryan Cheesey 
           and pro populo 

The week ahead... 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 31 August 
 

Eucharistic Ministers  
Malcolm & Teresa Wass 

Andrew Aberdeen 
 

Readers   
Angela Harmston 

Maria Griffiths 
 

Children’s Liturgy  
(Resumes next 

weekend) 
 

Welcomers 
Halina Holman 
Donna Watts 

 

Music  
Greg Mearman & Choir 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 07 September 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
John & Irene Carey 

Kevin Boyle 
 

Readers 
Ann Canavan 
Angela Tosley 

 

Children’s Liturgy  
Maria Griffiths 
Helen Riddles 

 

Welcomers 
Paul & Anne Kelly 

 
 

Music 
Bill Wilkinson & Choir 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION  
 

Gift Aid: £179     Loose Plate: £154 
 

TOTAL: £333 
 

Mass Attendance: 107 
 

 

DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE 
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450 

Please remember in your prayers those who 
are sick and housebound in our parish…. 
 

Doreen Carroll, Tom Taylorson,  

John Byrne, Jack Tobin,  

Margaret Pouton, Mary Spears, 

Frances Harland,  

Sylvia Kelly, Rose Crick  

and Frank Moran    

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it 
emailed to you, please contact the parish via phone or email.    
Contact details are on the front of the bulletin. Items for               
publication need to be submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday. 

We pray for our beloved deceased, including…. 

 
             Jonathan, Irene & Veda RAMM           

                 Kevin McLOUGHLIN       

Bryan CHEESEY 

Lilly ROBSON 

Robert William MOONEY 

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment 

St Patrick’s R.C. Church 
A Parish of the Finchale Partnership 

 

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ 
 

Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling    Ph:    (0191) 378 4486 
          Mob:  07904 833 785 
Email:  langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk 
Web:   www.stpatricksrcchurch.co.uk 
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School:      Ph:    (0191) 378 0552  
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully       Ph:    (01388) 818 544 
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SAINT OF THE WEEK 

Blessed André Grasset – 02 September

André was born in Montréal, Canada, on 03 April 1758, the son of a prosperous merchant 

and former secretary to two governors of Montréal. The family returned to France in 1764.  

He was ordained priest in 1783 and became a canon and cathedral treasurer at Sens just 

as the French Revolution was beginning. 

In the face of persecution André took shelter with the Eudist Fathers in Paris. He was     

executed in the massacre of the Hôtel des Carmes on 02 September 1972, together with 

almost 200 other priests, religious and laymen. 

He was beatified by Pope Pius XI on 17 October 1926. 
 

(Text taken from Universalis) 

CONGRATULATIONS…. to the parents, the godparents and other family members of 

Jake George CURRY who was baptised here last Sunday afternoon. Please keep Jake and 

his family in your prayers, that he may come to know the joy of life as a Christian disciple. 

 

 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  

 Wisdom 9:13-18  

 Philemon 9-10, 12-17  

 Luke 14:25-33 

 

“Anyone who does not carry his cross and 
come after me cannot be my disciple.” 

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK” 

“Be sure that you first preach by the 

way you live. If you do not, people will 

notice that you say one thing, but live 

otherwise, and your words will bring  

only cynical laughter and a derisive 

shake of the head.” 
 

St Charles Borromeo (1538-1584) 

Bishop 

What’s going on…? 
Gathering after Mass next week: As always on the first Saturday Vigil  
Mass of the month, we will be gathering in the school hall after Mass 
next Saturday for fellowship over some drinks and nibbles. Everyone 
is welcome! 
 

Fundraiser: A fundraiser for the Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party on 
Saturday 07 December will be held on Friday 18 October, 7:30pm - 
11:00pm at The British  Legion. Tickets will be on sale for the      
fundraiser on Saturday 28 September (£2.50 each) and raffle tickets 
will be for sale after Mass on 05 and 12 October. 
 

Retiring Collections: There will be two retiring collections taken over 
the next two weeks. The first (07 September) is for Catholic          
Education. The next, (14 September), is for Home Mission Sunday. 
This particular collection goes towards assisting the mission of the 
Church in England and Wales. As always, please be as generous as 
you can with both these collections, the first for some time. Thank you! 
 

Church Cleaning: Once again it is time to give our church a clean. 
There is a sign-up sheet at the rear of the church. We are looking to 
clean the church next Saturday (08 September), 10:30am - 11:30am. 
Thank you to all those who give generously of their time! 
 

Missio September Quarterly Collection: Red boxes and brown   
envelope contributions will be collected by sponsors this month. Your 
monies go directly to helping the most needy in our foreign mission 
countries.  
 

HCPT Fundraiser Coffee Morning: A fundraiser for the Handicapped 
Children’s Pilgrim Trust (HCPT) will be held here at St Patrick’s 
School on Saturday 21 September from 10:00am - 2:00pm. Tickets 
will be on sale after Mass at a cost of £1.50. All are welcome to this 
very worthy event.  

 

Finchale Partnership Open Afternoons: People often say they would 
like to know more about the other parishes and churches in the      
partnership. The next in our series of open afternoons is on Sunday, 
15th September, from 2:00pm - 4:00pm, at St. Cuthbert's, Old Elvet, 
Durham. St. Cuthbert's was opened in 1827 and is home to the      
University Catholic Chaplaincy as well as to the parish. The people of 
St. Cuthbert's are looking forward to welcoming visitors from across the 
partnership to look around, chat over refreshments, and learn a little 
about the parish. The afternoon will finish with simple vespers at 
3:50pm. Everyone is welcome to attend. You don’t have to sign up in 
advance, but if you need a lift to Durham, or if you are able to offer 
someone else a lift, please let Fr Robert know. 
 

Changes to Mass Schedule in September: Please note that I will be 
on leave from 01-20 September. This means that there will be no 
weekday Masses, though the Saturday Vigil Mass will still be          
celebrated with Fr Andrew Downie here next Saturday and Fr Paul 
Tully on the 14th. The 9:30am Mass on Wednesday 04, 11 and 18 
September will be replaced with a Service of the Word with            
Communion. Because there will be no weekday Masses, please be 
aware that no Mass intentions can be offered in my absence. Weekday 
Masses will return to the usual schedule beginning on Tuesday 24th.  
 

Personal Thank You: "Dear Parishioners of St Patrick's, I recently 
graduated from the university and would like to take the opportunity to 
say thank you to you all for your hospitality and the many Masses we 
celebrated together. I had to leave Durham rather abruptly and I very 
much regret that I could not say goodbye in person. Hopefully, I will be 
able to visit soon and say hello again. All the best to you and I will keep 
you in my prayers, Christian."  

 
 

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~ 

Prayer Group & Bible Study 

The next monthly Prayer Group will be held at St 

John’s, Meadowfield on Tuesday 17 September,  

9:30am - 10:15am. Refreshments from 9:15am. 

The next Bible Study Group will meet on Monday 

09 September at St Andrew’s Methodist Church, 

Brandon from 3:30pm - 4:45pm. 

All are welcome at these events 

and all events organised by 

Churches Together! 

 

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for  

September 
 

That politicians, scientists and       
economists work together to protect  
the world’s seas and oceans. 

“Political activity must truly 
be conducted at the service 
of the human person, with  
respect for creation and for 
the common good.” 


