The week ahead...
Saturday 21 September
Vigil Mass for 25th Sunday

5:00pm

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

Mass: Vera Lumsdon
and pro populo

Sunday 22 September
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

NO
MASS

Monday 23 September
St Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest

9:30am

School Opening Mass
(All welcome)

Tuesday 24 September
Our Lady of Walsingham

6:30pm

Mass: Harry & Teresa Coad

Wednesday 25 September
Wednesday of Week 25

9:30am

Mass: Thomas & Marie Carey

Thursday 26 September
Thursday of Week 25

9:30am

Mass: Private Intention

Friday 27 September
St Vincent de Paul, Priest

7:00am

Mass: Private Intention

Saturday 28 September
Vigil Mass for 26th Sunday

5:00pm

Mass: Nellie, Tom & John Lynch
and pro populo

Saturday 21 September

Saturday 28 September

Eucharistic Ministers
Pauline & Ambrose Burnside
Harry Curran

Eucharistic Ministers
Angela & Gordon Tosley
Angela Harmston

Readers
Pat Middleton
Brendan Payne

Readers
Greg Mearman
Rowan Payne

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Joanne Lidster

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Michelle Dennis

Welcomers
Pat Middleton
Mary Kitching

Welcomers
Halina Holman
Donna Watts

Music
Bill Wilkinson & Choir

Music
Greg Mearman & Choir

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it
emailed to you, please contact the parish via phone or email.
Contact details are on the front of the bulletin. Items for
publication need to be submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday.

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….

MAUGHAN & KITCHING families
Teresa COAD
Sheila DOUGHERTY
Frank McGOAY
Pauline COLLIN

th

MINISTRIES

25 Sunday in Ordinary Time

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment
MINISTRIES

Please remember in your prayers those who
are sick and housebound in our parish….

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION

Sylvia Kelly, Rose Crick,

Gift Aid: £231

Frank Moran, Doreen Carroll,
Tom Taylorson, John Byrne,

Loose Plate: £166

TOTAL: £397
Mass Attendance: 124
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

Jack Tobin, Margaret Pouton,
Mary Spears and
Frances Harland

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ
Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
Web: www.stpatricksrcchurch.co.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School: Ph: (0191) 378 0552
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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

22 September 2019

“No servant can be the slave of two masters…”
THIS WEEKEND’S LONGER GOSPEL features the parable of The Unjust Steward which, whilst not as famous as
the parable of The Prodigal Son which we heard last weekend, seems to convey a message contrary to the
teachings of Jesus. The words telling us to “use money … to win you friends” immediately catches our attention as
it seems to be an endorsement of dishonest conduct on the part of the steward. Of course, over the past month or
two, we have come across several incidents of Jesus saying things that have shocked us, so we can approach this
weekend’s gospel with confidence that what appears to be an endorsement of bad behaviour is most likely
otherwise.
So, what is going on in the today’s parable? Clearly, the steward is being justly punished by his master for his
wasteful behaviour and his immediate thought is how to put food on the table after his dismissal. It is the steward’s
shrewd approach to this problem that draws the admiration of not only the steward’s master, but also Jesus.
Essentially, what the steward does is make his master obey the law. It was forbidden for Jews to lend to other Jews
at interest and so the steward simply writes off the interest from the loan meaning that he will be popular with the
debtors, and perhaps put his master in a favourable light too. Thus, once dismissed, the steward will have a better
chance of survival than he would have had without this astute action.
Jesus is not so much concerned with the steward looking after his own welfare, but rather wants to emphasise the
point that people, including you and me, are willing to go to great lengths to preserve our physical wellbeing but
tend to be lacklustre when it comes to our spiritual welfare. Jesus is expressing admiration for the energy the
steward invests in his task: if we invested similar interest and energy into our spiritual welfare as we do in our
physical welfare, we would be doing ourselves a great favour.
And this is another way of understanding what is meant by a servant being unable to be the slave of two masters.
Whilst it would be wrong of us to neglect our physical well-being, or that of those for whom we have a responsibility,
it would be equally wrong to become a slave to self-care. We become a
slave to something when it occupies an inordinate amount of our time
and draws us away from more important concerns. This is also known
as obsession.
The healthy approach, of course, is to get the balance right, to ensure
that we are caring for both our physical well-being as well as that of our
soul. Throughout the history of the Church, there have been numerous
instances of religious movements which have sought to correct a
perceived laxness of practice only to find over time that they have
headed too far in the other direction. Essentially, this is what can
happen on a smaller scale within ourselves as individuals. Let us ask for
the wisdom, and the willingness, to direct our energies towards
embracing the fullness of our humanity, both physical and spiritual, and
thus give glory to God.
Wishing you a blessed week ahead,
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
PDG Parish Representative: As the Partnership Development Group
has passed two years since its inception, the various representatives
have served their time and the opportunity exists for a new parish
representative to serve our parish. Please speak to Fr Robert if you are
interested. Meetings occur about every two months at Gilesgate.

Twitter: Please don’t forget St Patrick’s has a Twitter account and
something is tweeted each day. These tweets are both of a spiritual
and practical nature. Simply search for St Patrick’s Langley Moor.
Twitter is free to use and can be accessed on any computer or mobile
device.

Home Mission Sunday: Thank you for your contributions last
weekend to this collection. A total of £98.55 was raised. The next two
retiring collections will be for the Family Fast Day on 05 October (see
separate notice below) and for Mission Sunday on 19 October.

Vacancy: The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following
vacancy: Cleaner, St Joseph’s, Stanley – 12 hours per week, 12 month
fixed-term contract. Closing date: 29 September. For further
information and details of how to apply please visit our
Family Fast Day (CAFOD): Family Fast Day is scheduled for Friday, website www.rcdhn.org.uk or contact us 0191 243 3301,
04 October and a collection will be taken up on 05 October after Mass. email human.resources@diocesehn.org.uk.
Our CAFOD representative, Tricia Whitfield, will read the appeal letter Youth Ministry Module: All those who work with young people or
out at Mass next weekend as well as hand out envelopes for the have an interest in youth ministry are invited to take the CCRS module
collection the following weekend. As always, thanking you in in youth ministry as a stand-alone module. The course covers the
anticipation of your generosity.
theology and principles of youth ministry, an understanding of faith
Missio (Mill Hill Missionaries): The Mill Hill Missionaries send any development, a variety of approaches to working with young people
foreign money and old/ used stamps collected from parishes to be and an opportunity to share ideas and good practice in parishes and
converted into cash. Please give any used stamps and foreign partnerships. It takes place over two Saturdays, 12 October and
currency (that you no longer need) to Michael and Stella Foody. They 23 November, at the Emmaus Village. Further information or to book a
will send it to Mill Hill Missionaries in Freshfield, Liverpool, on your place, email education@diocesehn.org.uk.
behalf. Thank you!

Autumn Bible Studies: As well as the regular monthly Bible study that
School Opening Mass: The Mass to mark the beginning of the school takes place at St Andrew’s Methodist in Brandon, there is another
year will be held on Monday 23 September at 9:30am. All monthly gathering (next on Friday 27 September, 2:00pm - 3:00pm),
parishioners are welcome to this Mass, a great way to show your which is looking at Paul’s Letter to the Colossians. See the poster on
the noticeboard for more details. All welcome!
support for our wonderful primary school and its dedicated staff.

SCHOOL NEWS
Statement to Live By
This week's statement was, ‘I can say one good thing
about myself.’ We shared St. Paul’s letter to the
Corinthians, about a body needing its many parts, with
each having a particular purpose. The children talked
happily about the gifts and talents of various members of
our school community. We reflected on the value of
working together, as a loving community.

School Nurse Visit - Reception
The school-nursing team visited our Reception class this
week, to discuss the importance of handwashing in preventing the spread of germs. A timely exercise, as we
approach the flu season!
School Football Team
Our football team took part in their first league matches
of the season, winning both games 9-0 and 3-0.
Last week, their excellent performance in the Leadgate
Eden Colliery Cup, ensured they qualified for the finals,
which will be played on 16 October 2019.

SAINT OF THE WEEK
St Wenceslaus – 28 September

Wenceslaus was born in 907 into the Bohemian royal family, and
brought up as a Christian by his aunt. When he became king, he
worked hard to promote order in his kingdom and the free exercise of
Christianity. This raised considerable opposition, and he was
eventually murdered by his brother’s henchmen in 935. He was
immediately acclaimed as a martyr and is the patron saint of the
Czech republic.
(Text taken from Universalis)

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for
September

That politicians, scientists and
economists work together to protect
the world’s seas and oceans.
“Political activity must truly
be conducted at the service
of the human person, with
respect for creation and for
the common good.”

Prayer Group & Bible Study
The next monthly Prayer Group will be held at St
John’s, Meadowfield on Tuesday 15 October,
9:30am - 10:15am. Refreshments from 9:15am.
The next Bible Study Group will meet on Monday
07 October at St Andrew’s Methodist Church,
Brandon from 3:30pm - 4:45pm.
All are welcome at these events
and all events organised by
Churches Together!

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Visit to Church
Our Reception children made a visit to church, this
week. They enjoyed looking at the stained-glass
windows and hearing about the life of Jesus.

Amos 6:1,4-7

Start of School Mass
The whole school will attend Mass in church, at 9.30am,
on Monday 23 September, in order to mark the beginning
of the new school year. Everyone is welcome.

Luke 16:19-31

Reception Liturgy and Macmillan Cake Sale
A ‘Welcome Liturgy’, led by Reception, will take place at
2:30pm, on Friday 27 September, in the
school hall. This will be followed by
refreshments and a cake sale, with the
proceeds being donated to Macmillan
Cancer Support. All welcome to join us.
Thank you in advance for your support.

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

1 Timothy 6:11-16

“If they will not listen either to Moses or to the
prophets, they will not be convinced even if
someone should rise from the dead.”

“Stay where you are – find your own
Calcutta. Find the sick, the suffering, the
lonely, right there where you are – in your
own homes and in your own families, in
your workplaces and
schools.”
St Teresa of Calcutta
(1910-1997)
Missionary nun

PLEASE PRAY FOR….the following intentions during Ordinary Time in autumn as requested by
Bishop Robert: Students and Teachers; The Spread of the Gospel; Harvest; the Fruits of Human
Work, and the Reverent Use of Creation; Justice and Peace in the World; All Victims of War; Young
People; Prisoners and their Families.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer….

