The week ahead...
Saturday 05 October
Vigil Mass for 27th Sunday

5:00pm

Sunday 06 October
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

NO
MASS

Monday 07 October
Our Lady of the Rosary

NO
MASS

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

Mass: Pro populo

6:30pm

Mass: Private Intention

Wednesday 09 October
Wednesday of Week 27

9:30am

Mass: Fr Brian McNamara

Thursday 10 October
St Paulinus of York, Bishop

9:30am

Mass: Private Intention

Friday 11 October
Friday of Week 27

7:00am

Mass: Private Intention

5:00pm

Mass: Pro populo

Saturday 05 October

Saturday 12 October

Eucharistic Ministers
Teresa & Malcolm Wass
Andrew Aberdeen

Eucharistic Ministers
Irene & John Carey
Kevin Boyle

Readers
Marie Paily
Stella Foody

Readers
Maria Griffiths
Angela Harmston

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Helen Riddles

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Joanne Lidster

Welcomers
Paul & Anne Kelly

Welcomers
Angela Harmston
Christine Tracey

Music
Bill Wilkinson & Choir

Music
Bill Wilkinson & Choir

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it
emailed to you, please contact the parish via phone or email.
Contact details are on the front of the bulletin. Items for
publication need to be submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday.

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….

Lizzabella & Margaret Jane MORRIS
Thomas HOPSON
George FITZPATRICK
Fr Austin McSHANE
Sr Mary ANTHONY
Fr Bill ROOKE (Rec. Dec.)

th

MINISTRIES

27 Sunday in Ordinary Time

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment
MINISTRIES

Please remember in your prayers those who
are sick and housebound in our parish….

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION

Mary Spears, Frances Harland,

Gift Aid: £192

Sylvia Kelly, Rose Crick,
Frank Moran, Doreen Carroll,

Loose Plate: £158

TOTAL: £350
Mass Attendance: 109
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ
Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
Web: www.stpatricksrcchurch.co.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School: Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (01388) 818 544

Tuesday 08 October
Tuesday of Week 27

Saturday 12 October
Vigil Mass for 28th Sunday

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

Tom Taylorson, John Byrne,
Jack Tobin,
and Margaret Pouton

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

06 October 2019

“...we have done no more than our duty.”
MAYBE I'M JUST GETTING GRUMPY as I move further into middle age, but one of the things I find most
annoying with social media is the way in which even the most mundane events are hyped up: events that
would once have been labelled as “good” or “worthwhile” or not given any label at all, are now “amazing”,
“incredible” or “wonderful”. It isn't just the promoters of events that use this type of language but also people
who choose to give them reviews on social media. It seems that few people can simply say they had an
enjoyable day at an exhibition, a football match or some other event.
Middle-aged grumpiness aside, it seems that part of the explanation for this trend might lie in a sense of
entitlement, the thought being that if I do something I am asked to do then I am entitled to be lauded for it,
regardless of how well the task was undertaken. As any teacher will tell you, positive reinforcement is an
effective tool to encourage learners but if overused it loses that effectiveness – children will expect to
receive that reinforcement regardless of how well they have completed a task.
In the gospel this weekend we hear another parable from Jesus which essentially underlines this point from
a faith perspective. Having responded to the apostles’ request to increase their trust in God, Jesus responds
with a parable which highlights that faith is not about a quid pro quo between a person and God. Faith,
Jesus is saying, is so powerful and liberating when it is truly embraced, that we will be astounded as its
effects.
Yet, so often we understand faith as a quid pro quo between us and God. We believe that so long as we are
faithful to the “externals” of our faith (praying, attending Sunday Mass, donating to charitable causes, and so
on) God has no option but to “return the favour”, to ensure that we have a life free of the traumas that affect
those who have no faith. This is the sense of entitlement that I referred to above. The point is, the
“externals” exist as a response to what God has done for us in Christ, not as a means of leverage over God.
All that God does for us is grace, freely given, not something that we can orchestrate or control. Our role is
to be open to recognising it, embracing it and responding to it, whether it be something remarkable or simply
an everyday experience of grace such as a kind word from a family
member or friend.
If it was clearly the case that God repaid our external commitments
with a life free of traumas, surely we would see our churches
overflowing! God makes no such promises. The life of the person of
faith is subject to the same ups and downs as everyone else but the
person of faith sees all through the eyes of God. In essence, this is
what faith is all about. May we continue to nourish it so that we can
appreciate its power, power to both move great mountains and the
smallest of human wills.
Wishing you a blessed week ahead,
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
First Holy Communion Candidates: This evening we welcome our
First Holy Communion candidates and their families to Mass and know
that you will make them welcome. Prayer cards will be available for you
to focus on a particular candidate over the next eight months. Let us
continue to uphold these very special eleven young people in prayer.

Last Night of the Proms: This event is happening at Ushaw College
on Saturday 12 October, 7:30pm. Tickets £10.00. Contact Ushaw
College on 0191 373 8500 or www.ushawboxoffice.com.

Gathering after Mass this week: As always on the first weekend
Mass of the month, we will be gathering in the school hall after Mass
today for fellowship over some drinks and nibbles. Everyone is
welcome!

Autumn Bible Studies: As well as the regular monthly Bible study that
takes place at St Andrew’s Methodist in Brandon, there is another
weekly gathering (next on Friday 11 October, 2:00pm - 3:00pm),
which is looking at Paul’s Letter to the Colossians. See the poster on
Family Fast Day (CAFOD): As mention over the past couple of weeks, the noticeboard for more details. All welcome!
a collection will be taken up on this evening after Mass. Envelopes Finchale Partnership open afternoons: The last of this year's series
were distributed last Saturday which you can place in the collection of open afternoons is on Sunday, 06 October, from 2:00pm –
basket if you wish. Alternatively, you may place your donation into the 4:00pm, at St Joseph's, Gilesgate, one of the churches in Durham
basket for the retiring collection or contribute online at Martyrs parish. The people of Durham Martyrs are looking forward to
www.cafod.org.uk. As always, thanking you in anticipation of your welcoming visitors from across the partnership to look around, chat
generosity.
over refreshments, and learn a little about the parish.
Missio (Mill Hill Missionaries): The Mill Hill Missionaries send any
foreign money and old/ used stamps collected from parishes to be
converted into cash. Please give any used stamps and foreign
currency (that you no longer need) to Michael and Stella Foody. They
will send it to Mill Hill Missionaries in Freshfield, Liverpool, on your
behalf. Thank you!

Canonisation of John Henry Newman: John Henry Newman is to be
canonised next Sunday, 13 October, in Rome. This marks the final
stage in a long process for this man of great learning and faith.
Newman was declared “Venerable” in 1991 and was beatified in
Birmingham in 2010. Let us continue to ask for the prayers of Blessed,
shortly to be Saint, John Henry Newman, especially in light of the
Church Linen: A team of three ladies takes turns to wash the small imminent recognition of his status as a saint.
cloths used at Mass each week. Numbers have been reduced from the The God Who Speaks: A Year of the Word: The Catholic Bishops’
original five due to illness or death. The team would be very grateful if Conference of England and Wales have designated 2020 as 'The God
two or three volunteers would come forward. Please see Margaret Who Speaks': A Year of the Word to celebrate the 10th anniversary
Purdom or Claire Lavery if you would be wiling to assist.
of Verbum Domini - Pope Benedict XVI’s Apostolic Exhortation on ‘The
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC): The next meeting of the PPC is
scheduled for Wednesday 09 October, starting at 7:00pm. The
minutes of the last meeting are on the noticeboard along with a draft
agenda and a sign-up sheet for those wishing to come to the meeting
is also a the rear of the church.

SAINT OF THE WEEK

Come for all or a portion of this time. Sign-up sheet at the rear of the
church.

Word of the Lord’, and the 1600th anniversary of death of St Jerome,
who translated the Bible into Latin. Therefore, 2020 will be a year
of celebrating, living and sharing God's word, through a range of
events, activities and resources. More information to follow. In the
meantime, go to https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-whoChurch Cleaning: You might remember that around a year ago we speaks/ for more information.
undertook a major cleaning of the church and vowed to make this an
annual event. The time has come! Our next major clean will take place
on Saturday 19 October from 10:00am - 1:00pm followed by lunch.

St Daniel Comboni – 10 October

Daniel Comboni was born in Italy in 1831. Early in life he felt the call to evangelise
the peoples of Central Africa, who, at that time were the poorest and most
abandoned. He set off to Africa and established several missions. He presented
an appeal to the Fathers of the first Vatical Council, founded two missionary
institutes and was given the responsibility of the whole Apostolic Vicariate of
Central Africa. Faithful to his motto “Africa or death” and his plan for the salvation
of Africa, he lived and worked for the success of the mission until he died in
Khartoum (Sudan) on 10 October 1881, at the age of fifty.
(Text taken from Universalis)

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for
October

That the breath of the Holy Spirit
engender a new missionary “spring”
in the Church.
“God impels us
constantly to set out
anew, to pass beyond
what is familiar, to the
fringes and beyond.”

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

Prayer Group & Bible Study
The next monthly Prayer Group will be held at St
John’s, Meadowfield on Tuesday 15 October,
9:30am - 10:15am. Refreshments from 9:15am.
The next Bible Study Group will meet on Monday
07 October at St Andrew’s Methodist Church,
Brandon from 3:30pm - 4:45pm.
All are welcome at these events
and all events organised by
Churches Together!

SCHOOL NEWS

Statement to Live By
This week's statement was, 'I can say how I feel'. We shared
the story of Lazarus’ death and talked about how it made Jesus
feel. We thought about the importance of knowing how we are
feeling and sharing those emotions in ways that help.
First Holy Communion Preparation
Preparation sessions for First Sacraments begin this weekend.
The children will have their first session in the church house at
4:00pm, on Saturday. This will be followed by Mass at
5:00pm. Please keep these children in your prayers - Emilia,
Graye, Emma, Victoria, Kiahna, Osahenrhunmwen, Lilly, Lewis,
Carys, Klaudia, and Bartosz.
Rights of The Child
Thank you to Tricia Whitfield, who led a workshop on Tuesday
afternoon with Class 1. Year 5 and 6 pupils explored the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child. They discussed the 54
rights and considered what these meant for them and how they
should treat one another.
Forthcoming Celebrations
Liturgy with Years 1 & 2 in the chapel - Wednesday 09 October @3:00pm
Liturgy with Years 3 & 4 in the chapel Wednesday 16 October @ 3:00pm
Mass with Year 5 in the chapel - Tuesday 22
October @ 2:45pm
All are welcome!

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
2 Kings 5:14-17
2 Timothy 2:8-13
Luke 17:11-19
“Stand up and go on your way.
Your faith has saved you.”

“Lord, who can grasp all the wealth
of just one of your words? What we
understand is much less than what
we leave behind, like thirsty people
who drink from a fountain.”
St Ephrem the Syrian
(c.306 - 373)
Theologian and Doctor of
the Church

CONGRATULATIONS…. to the parents, the godparents and other family members of

Lilly June OLIVER who was baptised here last Saturday morning. Please keep Lilly and her
family in your prayers, that she may come to know the joy of life as a Christian disciple.

