The week ahead...
Saturday 09 November
Vigil Mass for 32nd Sunday

5:00pm

Sunday 10 November
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

NO
MASS

Monday 11 November
St Martin of Tours, Bishop

NO
MASS

Tuesday 12 November
St Josaphat, Bishop, Martyr

NO
MASS

Wednesday 13 November
Wednesday of Week 32

9:30am

Friday 15 November
Friday of Week 32

7:00am

Mass: Bill Burn

5:00pm

Mass: Benjamin David McQueen
and pro populo

Mass: Private Intention

Saturday 16 November

Eucharistic Ministers
Malcolm & Teresa Wass
Andrew Aberdeen

Eucharistic Ministers
Irene & John Carey
Kevin Boyle

Readers
Rowan Payne
Pat Middleton

Readers
Stella Foody
Marie Paily

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Joanne Lidster

Children’s Liturgy
Maria Griffiths
Michelle Dennis

Welcomers
Angela Harmston
Christine Tracey

Welcomers
Pat Middleton
Mary Kitching

Music
Bill Wilkinson & Choir

Music
Bill Wilkinson & Choir

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it
emailed to you, please contact the parish via phone or email.
Contact details are on the front of the bulletin. Items for
publication need to be submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday.

We pray for our beloved deceased, including….

Michael, Catherine & John EVANS
Thomas SEWELL
John CANAVAN
Evelyn McMAHON
Jennie MIDDLETON
Michael McGARRY

nd

Saturday 09 November

32 Sunday in Ordinary Time

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment
MINISTRIES

Please remember in your prayers those who
are sick and housebound in our parish….

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION

Tom Taylorson, John Byrne,

Gift Aid: £253

Jack Tobin, Margaret Pouton,
Mary Spears, Frances Harland,

Loose Plate: £183

TOTAL: £436
Mass Attendance: 149
DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ
Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling Ph: (0191) 378 4486
Mob: 07904 833 785
Email: langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk
Web: www.stpatricksrcchurch.co.uk
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School: Ph: (0191) 378 0552
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully
Ph: (01388) 818 544

Communion Service

9:30am

MINISTRIES

A Parish of the Finchale Partnership

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Thursday 14 November
Thursday of Week 32

Saturday 16 November
Vigil Mass for 33rd Sunday

St Patrick’s R.C. Church

Mass: Michael, Catherine &
John Evans
and pro populo

Sylvia Kelly, Rose Crick,
Frank Moran
and Doreen Carroll

10 November 2019

“...for to God all men are in fact alive”
WE ARE ALL FAMILIAR with two of the groups who repeatedly try to trap Jesus: the Pharisees and the scribes.
This week we hear of a third group, less often encountered in the gospels, the Sadducees.
From a religious perspective, the role of the Sadducees was to maintain the Temple in Jerusalem and they tended
to come from the upper echelons of Jewish society. The point is made in the gospel that the Sadducees did not
believe in the resurrection of the dead. This denial of the resurrection contrasted them with the Pharisees who
believed in some form of resurrection and afterlife.
To justify their position on resurrection, the Sadducees present Jesus with a scenario which seems quite ridiculous
but nonetheless is an interesting hypothetical. As always in his encounters with those who try to trap him, Jesus
has a response that leaves his adversaries speechless. If we read ahead just two verses from the end of today’s
gospel, we would hear that “they no longer dared to ask him another question.”
It is this response that might leave us floundering for words too, because it gives us a glimpse of what the afterlife
is like. What Jesus essentially is saying is that the “other world” is not simply “this world” translated to a different
plane. Thus the “problem” that the Sadducees present to Jesus, the marital status of a woman who is married
multiple times on earth, is not a problem at all for one who believes in the afterlife because there is no marriage in
heaven: things are different. The “other world” is genuinely “other worldly”.
I say that the words of Jesus may leave us speechless because so often we think of heaven as simply a perfect
version of life here on earth. Yet Jesus paints a very different picture, particularly in terms of that which is
paramount to us as human beings: relationships. So often, however, we are concerned with imagining what heaven
looks like, understandable perhaps because for most of us our perception of the world is concerned considerably
with its visual features.
Yet, just as scripture tells us nothing of what Jesus or the apostles looked like, because their appearance is
unimportant, so too we learn nothing about the appearance of heaven. The reason for this is that there is no
“appearance” to heaven because it is not a physical place as we imagine: heaven is, the Catechism tells us, about
relationships, stating that being in heaven is “to be with Christ” (1025) and that
heaven is a perfect life with the Trinity, the Virgin Mary, the angels and all the
blessed. (1024)
Let us not be like the Sadducees and be cynical or even unbelieving about the
resurrection and the life to come. Heaven is our true home. We cannot yet
understand what it will be like. To quote the Catechism again: “This mystery of
blessed communion with God and all who are in Christ is beyond all
understanding and description.” (1027) We do know however, that it is
concerned with an intimate communion with our Lord.
And so, we can begin to get a real taste of heaven right here on earth, if we
truly wish it, through the manner of our relationship with God and, equally
importantly, God’s people.
Wishing you a blessed week ahead,
Fr Robert

What’s going on…?
Retiring Collection: This weekend we will take up a retiring collection
for the Clergy Training Fund. This fund supports those in formation for
priesthood or the permanent diaconate. The diocese currently has five
men in training for priesthood with eight other men expressing an
interest in priesthood. Please support them!

Ushaw College Events: Despite the cooler weather, there are still
plenty of things happening at Ushaw College. Check the website for all
that is happening at this Catholic jewel right on our doorstep! Go to
www.ushaw.org.

Christmas Flower Donations: We all love to see the church
decorated beautifully with flowers at special times of the year such as
Christmas. That being so, there will be a box for donations near Our
Lady’s statue in the narthex throughout November and early December
for donations. Thank you for your generosity!

The God Who Speaks: A Year of the Word: The Catholic Bishops’
Conference of England and Wales have designated 2020 as 'The God
Who Speaks': A Year of the Word to celebrate the 10th anniversary
of Verbum Domini - Pope Benedict XVI’s Apostolic Exhortation on ‘The
Word of the Lord’, and the 1600th anniversary of death of St Jerome,
who translated the Bible into Latin. Therefore, 2020 will be a year
of celebrating, living and sharing God's word, through a range of
events, activities and resources. More information to follow. In the
meantime, go to https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-whospeaks/ for more information or the diocesan website.

Minsteracres: Like Ushaw College, there is plenty happening at
Mass Schedule Changes: please note the change to the Mass Minsteracres too. Feel free to take one of the calendars from the table
schedule this week on the back of the bulletin. Apologies for any at the rear of the church to see the events for the year ahead.
inconvenience. Mass times will return to normal the following week.
Alternatively, visit the website at www.minsteracres.org.

Day of Reflection: With Sr Rosarie Spence RSM at Ushaw College on
Wednesday 27 November, 10:30am – 3:30pm. An opportunity to step
aside, experience different ways of praying and enjoy a time of
personal prayer, all in the beautiful surroundings at Ushaw. The cost is
£10 per person, including tea/coffee at the beginning and end of the
day. Lunch may be purchased in the Refectory. Booking should be Advent Vespers at Ushaw College: To mark the beginning of the
made at www.ushaw.org.
Year of the Word (see above), there will be a series of services
throughout the diocese on Sunday, 01 December (First Sunday of
Diocesan Vacancies:
Advent) at 4:30pm. These services will be the praying of Vespers
Head of Communications: We are looking for an experienced and (Evening Prayer). The local venue for us will be Ushaw College. All
enthusiastic individual to take responsibility for the delivery of our welcome!
Communications Strategy. You will have experience of identifying the
resources and infrastructure required to take this from concept through NEPACS donations: Thank you to all who donated to NEPACS with
to implementation. This new senior role is an opportunity for someone toiletry items over the past couple of weekends. The donations have
to join the charity, establish a plan and identify the team to deliver the been taken to St Cuthbert’s for distribution through NEPACS.
strategy. For further information and details of how to apply please visit
our website www.rcdhn.org.uk Closing date for applications: 5:00pm
on 18 November. See the noticeboard for more details.
Parish Secretary: English Martyrs and Ss Peter and Paul, Roseworth,
Stockton – 16 hours per week, 12-month fixed term contract. Closing
date: 19 November.
For further information and details of how to apply please visit our
website www.rcdhn.org.uk or contact us on 0191 243 3301.

SCHOOL NEWS
Statement to Live By
This week's statement was, ‘I try to stand up for myself
and for others’. We shared St Paul’s letter to the
Galatians (6:1). We reflected on his advice, to help those
who do wrong, in a gentle way, whilst keeping an eye on
our own actions.
Fencing
With the aim of introducing our pupils to a variety of
sports, Years 5 & 6 started fencing classes this
week. This after-school club will run for a period of five
weeks.
Masses and Liturgies
Pupils will take part in the following celebrations over the
next two weeks. All are welcome!
Mass in church - Years 3 & 4 on Thursday 14 November
@ 9:30am
Mass in the chapel - Year 6 on Thursday 14 November
@ 2:45pm
Mass in the chapel - Year 5 on Tuesday
19 November @ 2:45pm
Liturgy in the chapel - Years 1 & 2 on
Wednesday 20 November @ 3:00pm
Liturgy in the chapel - Reception on
Thursday 21 November @ 3:00pm

SAINT OF THE WEEK
Our Lady of the Gate of Dawn – 16 November
Vilnius is the capital of Lithuania, which was part of the multi-ethnic Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth until this was destroyed in 1793 by the Prussian, Austrian and Russian Empires.
Lithuania was taken over by the Russian Empire; then, after a brief period of independence between
the wars, it was illegally occupied by the Soviet Union until the Soviet Union’s collapse in 1989.
In the Chapel of the Gate of Dawn there is a painting of the Blessed Virgin Mary which has been
venerated by the faithful since the 17th century, and which became a symbol of the national identity
that the invaders sought to obliterate. Our Lady of the Gate of Dawn is a major focus of pilgrimage
from the successor states of the Commonwealth: Poland, Lithuania, Belarus and Ukraine.
Pope John Paul II visited the chapel in 1993.
(Text taken from Universalis)

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for
November

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~

That a spirit of dialogue, encounter, and
reconciliation emerge in the Near East,
where diverse religious communities share
their lives together.

The next monthly Prayer Group will be held here at
St Patrick’s on Tuesday 19 November, 9:30am 10:15am. Refreshments from 9:15am.

“If we are prepared to listen,
we become truly open to
accepting a call that can
shatter our security, but lead
us to a better life.”

Prayer Group & Bible Study

The next Bible Study Group will meet on Monday
11 November at St Andrew’s Methodist Church,
Brandon from 3:30pm - 4:45pm.
All are welcome at these events
and all events organised by
Churches Together!

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”
33 Sunday in Ordinary Time
rd

Malachi 3:19-20
2 Thess. 3:7-12

“We do not really want a religion that is right
where we are right. We want a religion that is
right where we are wrong. We do not want, as
the newspapers say, a church that will move
with the world. We want a church that will
move the world.”

Luke 21:5-19
“You will be hated by all men on account of
my name...”

G K Chesterton (1874 - 1936)
Writer and apologist

PLEASE PRAY FOR….the following intentions during Ordinary Time in autumn as requested by
Bishop Robert: Students and Teachers; The Spread of the Gospel; Harvest; the Fruits of Human
Work, and the Reverent Use of Creation; Justice and Peace in the World; All Victims of War; Young
People; Prisoners and their Families.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer….

