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“...what sign will there be that this is about to take place?” 

THIS WEEKEND MARKS the last but one weekend of the liturgical year, and our first reading and gospel   

certainly bear out the sense of “end times”, not only the end of the year but also the end of the world and time 

itself. It is not a pretty picture: we hear talk of burning furnaces, wars, revolutions, earthquakes, plagues,    

famines and persecutions, frightening images that likely make us uncomfortable as we reflect on our level of 

preparedness for the return of Jesus, whenever that may be. 

When we think of the return of Jesus, we would do well to think of his first coming into the world around two 

thousand years ago. There is a stark contrast between the imagery used to mark the advent of the return of 

Jesus and the actual circumstances of his first coming into the world. Nothing could be further from burning 

furnaces, wars, revolutions and earthquakes than the relatively serene setting of a stable in a rural town like 

Bethlehem.  

But we must be careful not to presume here, because Jesus was born into a world that knew about war and 

persecution only too well. Jesus was born into a land occupied by foreign invaders, the Romans, known for 

their ruthlessness in maintaining control of the territories they conquered by systematic and rigid military     

discipline. It is hardly surprising then, that when we read some of Paul’s letters to the various nascent       

Christian communities, there was a sense that the return of Jesus was imminent. One such example is       

presented in the Second Reading today as we hear that some people in the community at Thessalonika were 

being idle, clearly feeling that the normal duties were pointless if Jesus were to return soon. Quite rightly, Paul 

rebukes them. 

Of course, the chaos and uncertainty that marked the ancient world is hardly unique to that time. We have  

only to look to our own time and within our own borders, to see that uncertainty and a sense of doom pervade 

even modern, twenty-first century liberal democracies. A glance across the Atlantic only serves to affirm this 

truth. The recent floods here in England and the bushfires in Australia and other natural disasters throughout 

the world add to a feeling that things are out of our control and we are at the mercy of both nature and those 

in positions of power and influence at the highest levels. 

But, to think this way is to leave God out of the picture. The current political 

chaos and recurring natural disasters do not necessarily mean that the return 

of Jesus is imminent, but neither do they mean that God is absent. To fall into 

despair serves only to give oxygen to those who deny the existence of God 

altogether. Our response ought to be one where we make every effort at our 

disposal, be it at the ballot box, filling sandbags for rising rivers or fighting 

fires, in order to bring about a better situation for our world. It is in doing this 

that we make our faith manifest, rather than cowering in fear and uncertainty. 

After all, we have nothing to fear. Doesn’t Jesus tell us today that not a hair of 

our head will be lost? 

Wishing you a blessed week ahead, 

Fr Robert 

Saturday 16 November 

Vigil Mass for 33rd Sunday 
5:00pm 

Mass: Benjamin David McQueen              
           and pro populo 

Sunday 17 November 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

NO 
MASS 

 

Monday 18 November 

Monday of Week 33 

NO 
MASS 

 

Tuesday 19 November 

Tuesday of Week 33 
6:30pm 

Mass: John Robert Canavan &  

          Margaret Hannah Canavan 

Wednesday 20 November 

Wednesday of Week 33 
9:30am Mass: Carey & Wilson families 

Thursday 21 November 

Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
9:30am 

Mass: Lizzabella & Margaret Jane    

          Morris 

Friday 22 November 

St Cecilia, Virgin, Martyr 
7:00am Mass: Private intention 

Saturday 23 November 

Vigil Mass for Christ the King 
5:00pm 

Mass: John Middleton 
           and pro populo 

The week ahead... 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 16 November 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Irene & John Carey 

Kevin Boyle 
 

 Readers   
Stella Foody 
Marie Paily 

 

Children’s Liturgy  
Maria Griffiths 

Michelle Dennis 
 

Welcomers 
Pat Middleton 
Mary Kitching 

 

Music  
Bill Wilkinson & Choir 

MINISTRIES  

Saturday 23 November 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Helen Musham, Jane Smith 

Harry Curran 
 

Readers 
Angela Harmston 
Greg Mearman 

 

Children’s Liturgy  
No children’s liturgy 

this week 
 

Welcomers 
Halina Holman 
Donna Watts 

 

Music 
Bill Wilkinson & Choir 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION  
 

Gift Aid: £252     Loose Plate: £164 
 

TOTAL: £416 
 

Mass Attendance: 121 
 

 

DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE 
CHARITY NUMBER 1143450 

Please remember in your prayers those who 

are sick and housebound in our parish…. 
 

Doreen Carroll, Tom Taylorson,  

John Byrne, Jack Tobin,  

Margaret Pouton, Mary Spears, 

Frances Harland,  

Sylvia Kelly, Rose Crick, 

and Frank Moran  

Should you have any items for the bulletin or wish to have it 
emailed to you, please contact the parish via phone or email.    
Contact details are on the front of the bulletin. Items for               
publication need to be submitted by 12:00noon on Thursday. 

We pray for our beloved deceased, including…. 
 

            Benjamin David McQUEEN           

                    Ethel HARKIN      

Ralph CANAVAN 

Joan SNOWDON 

Thomas McDONAGH 

  Monica LINDSLEY    

Confessions available after all Masses or by appointment 

St Patrick’s R.C. Church 
A Parish of the Finchale Partnership 

 

Goatbeck Terrace, Langley Moor, Co. Durham, DH7 8JJ 
 

Priest in Charge: Fr Robert Riedling    Ph:    (0191) 378 4486 
          Mob:  07904 833 785 
Email:  langleymoor.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk 
Web:   www.stpatricksrcchurch.co.uk 
St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School:      Ph:    (0191) 378 0552  
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully       Ph:    (01388) 818 544 
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SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St Raphael Kalinowski – 19 November 

Raphael Kalinowski was born to Polish parents in the city of Vilnius (now the capital 

of Lithuania) in 1835. Following military service, he was condemned in 1864 to ten 

years of forced labour in Siberia. In 1877, he became a Discalced Carmelite and was      

ordained a priest in 1882. He contributed greatly to the restoration of many Discalced 

Carmelite communities in Poland that had previously been suppressed under        

Russian occupation. His life was distinguished by zeal for Church unity and by his 

unflagging devotion to his ministry as a confessor and spiritual director. He died at 

Wadowice, Austria-Hungary, in 1907. 

 
(Text taken from Universalis) 

PLEASE PRAY FOR….the following intentions during Ordinary Time in autumn as requested by    

Bishop Robert:  Students and Teachers; The Spread of the Gospel; Harvest; the Fruits of Human 

Work, and the Reverent Use of Creation; Justice and Peace in the World; All Victims of War; Young 

People; Prisoners and their Families.                                             Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer…. 

 

 

Christ the King 

  

 2 Samuel 5:1-3 

 Colossians 1:12-20 

 Luke 23:35-43 

 
 

“Indeed, I promise you, today you will be 
with me in paradise.” 

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK”  

“All those burdens we carry are crosses which 

Christ asks us to carry, and we carry our   

crosses through life as he carried his. We meet 

him in a marvellous manner when we help 

him to carry his burden and he helps us to   

carry ours.”  
 

Cardinal Basil Hume (1923 - 1999) 

Former Archbishop of  
Westminster 

What’s going on…? 
John McGough RIP: Sad news this week of the death of long-time 
parishioner John McGough. Condolences to his wife Marjorie and  
family. Details of John’s funeral will be announced when they come to 
hand. May John rest for eternity in God’s love and peace. 
 

Retiring Collection: Thank you to all who contributed to the Clergy 
Training Fund last weekend. A total of £242.70 was raised. Gift aid 
envelopes can still be put in the regular collection basket  this weekend 
and next weekend. 
 

Youth Collection: Next weekend we will have a retiring collection for 
Catholic Youth. These funds go to support the great work done by the 
Youth Ministry Teams based at Consett. 
 

Christmas Flower Donations: We all love to see the church         
decorated beautifully with flowers  at special times of the year such as 
Christmas. There is a box for donations near Our Lady’s statue in the 
narthex for the next couple of weeks for donations. Thank you for your 
generosity! 
 

Thank you! A huge thank you to the Flower Ladies for the great effort 
they put into the display for Remembrance Sunday last weekend. Your 
talents are much appreciated. Thank you also to all those who gave 
donations and for the fresh and dried flowers given to decorate the 
church this year. A special thank you also to the children of our school 
and their teacher who organised the large display on the sanctuary 
which added a special tone to the celebrations. A great effort all round! 
 

Confirmation: One of our parishioners, who also reads at Mass from 
time to time, Rowan Payne, will receive the sacrament of Confirmation 
next weekend at St Joseph’s, Gilesgate along with some other young 
candidates. Please keep Rowan in your prayers. Congratulations in 
advance! 
 

Day of Reflection: With Sr Rosarie Spence RSM at Ushaw College on 
Wednesday 27 November, 10:30am – 3:30pm. An opportunity to step 

aside, experience different ways of praying and enjoy a time of        
personal prayer. The cost is £10 per person, including tea/coffee at the 
beginning and end of the day. Lunch may be purchased in the        
Refectory. Booking should be made at www.ushaw.org. 
 

Parish Pastoral Council: The minutes of the latest meeting are on the 
noticeboard for those who wish to read them. 
 

Partnership Development Group Minutes: The minutes of the latest 
meeting are on the noticeboard for those who wish to read them. 
 

The God Who Speaks: A Year of the Word: The Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of England and Wales have designated 2020 as 'The God 
Who Speaks': A Year of the Word to celebrate the 10th anniversary 
of Verbum Domini - Pope Benedict XVI’s Apostolic Exhortation on ‘The 
Word of the Lord’, and the 1600th anniversary of death of St Jerome, 
who translated the Bible into Latin. Therefore, 2020 will be a year 
of celebrating, living and sharing God's word, through a range of 
events, activities and resources. More information to follow. In the 
meantime, go to https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-who-
speaks/ for more information or the diocesan website. 
 

Advent Vespers at Ushaw College: To mark the beginning of the 
Year of the Word (see above), there will be a series of services 
throughout the diocese on Sunday, 01 December (First Sunday of 
Advent) at 4:30pm. These services will be the praying of Vespers 
(Evening Prayer). Our venue will be Ushaw College. All welcome! 
 

Missio/Mill Hill Missionaries: We welcome any unwanted foreign       
currency and postage stamps in the large cardboard box in the church 
foyer. Thank you! Michael & Stella Foody. 
 

Advent Course: For four weeks on Fridays (22, 29 November, 06, 13 
December) 2:00pm - 3:00pm. Meetings will be in St. John's Church,         
Meadowfield. Booklets to enable you to follow the course will be     
available at the first meeting for a small charge. All welcome! 
 

Church Cleaning: Next cleaning day will be Saturday, 23 November 
from 10:00am - 11:00am. Sign-up sheet at back of church. Thank you!  

 
 

Remembrance Day 
 

On Monday, the whole school came together to pray for 
the fallen of World War One and those who lost their 
lives in subsequent conflicts. We observed a two-minute 
silence, as we reflected on their sacrifice.   
 

Masses 
 

Thank you to those who joined us in the celebration of 
Mass this week, both in church with Class 2 and in our 
chapel with Year 6.  Many thanks to Father Robert for 
leading us in these celebrations. 
 

Anti-Bullying Week - 11-15 November 
 

We marked Anti-Bullying Week by discussing what      
bullying behaviour looks like, how to get help if bullying 
happens and how best to care for others, especially 
those more vulnerable than us.   
 

Fire Station Visit 
 

Our Reception pupils made an exciting trip to the fire 
station this week. They had a tour of the station and got 
to use the fire hoses! 
 

Masses and Liturgies 
 

Pupils will take part in the following celebrations in the 
week ahead. All are welcome! 
 
 

Mass in the chapel - Year 5 on Tuesday 
19 November @ 2:45pm 
 

Liturgy in the chapel - Years 1 & 2 on 
Wednesday 20 November @ 3:00pm 
 

Liturgy in the chapel - Reception on 
Thursday 21 November @ 3:00pm 

SCHOOL NEWS 

~ CHURCHES TOGETHER IN DH7 ~ 

Prayer Group & Bible Study 

The next monthly Prayer Group will be held here at 

St Patrick’s on Tuesday 19 November,  9:30am - 

10:15am. Refreshments from 9:15am. 

The next Bible Study Group will meet on Monday 

09 December at St Andrew’s Methodist Church, 

Brandon from 3:30pm - 4:45pm. 

All are welcome at these events 

and all events organised by 

Churches Together! 

 

Pope Francis' Mission Statement for  

November 
 

That a spirit of dialogue, encounter, and 
reconciliation emerge in the Near East, 

where diverse religious communities share 
their lives together. 

“If we are prepared to listen, 
we become truly open to     
accepting a call that can   
shatter our security, but lead 
us to a better life.” 

http://www.ushaw.org/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-who-speaks/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-who-speaks/

